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Dear Parents/Guardians, 

Youngsters receive a barrage of messages 
representing the world as full of pitfalls and 
problems, a place to be endured rather than 
enjoyed. This, added to a growing trend 
towards reality TV shows where people say 
and do the most appalling things to each 
other and a growth in cyber-bullying, is often 
no help in showing them right from wrong. 

While many students are good at hiding their 
reactions to adult messages, they’ re listening 
nonetheless and are particularly responsive 
to teachers and parents when they discuss 
moral dilemmas. Such discussions help them 
to come to grips with the complexities of 
their world and do the right thing. 

In guiding such discussions, parents and 
teachers should introduce ethical dilemmas 
as part of every day communication, and use 
a gentle style of questioning to help students 
develop their own opinions. One way is to 
ask the students’  opinions paraphrasing what 
was said, asking clarifying questions and 
checking for understanding. 

Supportive, active listening, being 
encouraging or adding humour in a way that 
suggests empathy is also useful. Adding 
opinions indicating agreement, requesting 
change or directly critiquing, challenging or 
offering counter-considerations is very 
important. 

By asking leading questions that offer 
information while requesting feedback, 
adults can influence children’s decision-
making skills and knowledge about the 
world. 

Active participation in discussions allows 
children to get their own thoughts on the 
table and reflect on the fairness and 
usefulness of their experiences. Each person 

in this world has something to teach 
someone else! 

I hope that Mentone’s parents and teachers 
can engage in conversations with our 
students that build the strength and resilience 
needed to deal with the complexities and 
ethical dilemmas they face. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Deborah M. Lehner 
Principal 

 
 
Education Maintenance Allowance 
I nstalment Two 
The second instalment of the Education 
Maintenance Allowance (EMA) payment is 
due from mid August onwards for those 
parents/guardians who chose the EFT payment 
option on their application form at the start of 
the year. 
Parents and guardians who lodged an EMA 
application at the beginning of the year do not 
need to lodge another EMA application to 
receive the second instalment EMA payment. 
Any parent/guardian wishing to change from a 
cheque payment to an EFT payment will  need 
to submit a new application form to the school 
for processing.  Applications close on 7 
August 2009.  
Parents/guardians who have chosen the cheque 
payment option will  receive their payment 
from late August / early September. 
Further information can be obtained from: 
www.education.vic.gov.au/aboutschool/lifeatsc
hool/ema/default.htm  
Contact: School Office for application form 
and further information. 
 



 
Students On Exchange 
We are pleased to advise that Mentone Girls’  
Secondary students have been accepted into 
exchange programs. This is a unique opportunity 
to improve their communication skills, learn 
about a foreign culture, develop further self 
awareness and meet interesting new people. 
Sophie Keye, Year 10, has been selected by 
Southern Cross Cultural Exchange to participate 
in their student exchange program to Japan, 
beginning in November for 3 months. Melanie 
Peverill, Year 9, has been accepted as a WEP 
exchange student for a semester program to 
Belgium, departing in August. 
Rebecca Chambers, Year 9, will be going to 
France from September to July 2010. Hayley 
Jones, Year 9, is also going to France in 
November for 3 months. Laura Hallet, Year 9, 
will be going to France in August for three 
months, which could be extended to 6 months.  
We have no doubt this unique opportunity will 
be a wonderful experience for these girls. We 
wish them well and look forward to hearing 
about their adventures. 
 
Blazers 
All students will be asked to bring their blazer to 
every P4 class (P3 on a Wednesday). They are to 
put their blazer on before they leave the room at 
the end of the lesson. Any students without a 
blazer will be asked to stay in the room until 
everyone else has left. These students may also 
be asked to help tidy up the room. Students will 
not be permitted to go to their locker during this 
lesson if they have forgotten their blazer. Nor are 
they to bring their bags to class. It is hoped that 
this strategy will encourage all students to wear 
their blazers home from school. (Note: This does 
not apply to those girls who have PE or Sport in 
P4 – they are still allowed to wear their sports 
uniform home.) 
Wet/Cold Days 
If the day is too cold/wet to be outside, an 
announcement will be made at the start of 
recess/lunchtime stating that it is a cold/wet day 
and that the designated year level rooms will be 
open. Students are not to eat inside or leave any 
rubbish on the tables/chairs/floor. If a particular 
year level room is left in an untidy state then all 
the rooms for that year level will be closed for 
one week. 

Bronwyn Moline 
Assistant Principal 

 

 
Work Exper ience 
During the week students in Year 
10 have been out of the College on 
Work Experience. Girls are 
experiencing a wide range of 
vocations around Melbourne and reports 
from employers have been positive.  
2010 Middle School Information 
Evenings 
To be held in the Lecture Theatre. Each student 
to come along with a parent. 
2010 Year  10 Session: 
For 9ABCD – Wed. 5th August 6:30pm 
For 9EFGH – Wed. 5th August 8:00pm 
2010 Year  9 Session: 
For 8ABCD – Wed. 12th August 6:30pm 
For 8EFGH – Wed. 12th August 8:00pm 
2010 Curriculum Handbooks and Electives 
information are distributed on this night. 
Attendance is essential. 

Middle School Team 

 
Year 7 and 8 girls have all settled back in after 
their holiday and look refreshed and rested and 
ready for a big term of work. I hope that 
everybody has read their report and taken on 
board the suggestions on how to improve. 
New Students 
We welcome Emily Lambden-
Grant into 8H, Channelle 
Rosario, Sarah Teape, and 
Kristin Zuhlsdorff into 8E and 
Rebecca Young into 8G. We 
also welcome Amy Wright into 
7E. We hope they have settled in and that 
everybody is making them feel welcome. 
Uniform 
It is great to see almost everybody in the Junior 
School wearing their full school uniform 
correctly and with pride. We have quite a few 
reports of girls losing blazers or jumpers or 
sports uniforms and most of the time those 
uniform items are not named so it is almost 
impossible to trace them. Could you please check 
that all parts of your daughter’s uniform are 
named, including their shoes. 
We also ask that girls bring their correct school 
bag to school. 

Junior School Team 
Positivity and Wellbeing  
Towards the end of Term 2, Year 8©s participated 
in a Positivity and Wellbeing workshop. It went 
over two days and we were allowed to wear 
casual clothing. We were split up into different 



groups and mixed with Year 8 girls from other 
classes. We were given timetables for the 
scheduled times of the workshops and a list of 
the girls in our groups. 
During the two days, we did dance workshops, 
DJ workshops and we learnt about diet, first-aid, 
sun protection, relationships, and even a 
policewoman came to talk to us as well about 
safety. At the end of the two days we had a DJ 
demonstration and danced to some music. 
We got to meet Year 8 girls that we didn©t know 
and we learnt new and interesting things. It was a 
fun two days. 

Laura Rose and Jade Ischenko 8D 

 
ICAS Science Results 
Congratulations to Alicia Doyle 7C 
who gained a High Distinction in 
the ICAS Science competition. This 
places her in the top 99 percentile 
for the state. Overall the college 
received an additional 30 distinctions 
and 89 credits.  
Distinctions were awarded to Mikaela Pratt 7A, 
Michelle Huang 7B, Tara Scott 7B, Amy 
Learmont 7C, Nikki Nievaart 7C, Amy Cheevers 
7C, Elise Mak 7D, Emily Turner 7D, Millie 
Dunshea 7D, Meaghan Munro 7E, Lucy Dixon 
7E, Angela Davies 7F, Davin Park 7F, Fariha 
Khan 7G, Murphy Wood 7G, Emma Van Den 
Helm 7H, Julia Quirk 8B, Joanna Shepherd 8B, 
Abigail Hawkins 8C, Charlotte Harper 8D, Kim 
Myer 8D, Carlyn Williams 8E, Yeon Jun Hwa 
8E, Jade McKenna 8E, Evelyn Clark 8F, Elissa 
Howard 8G, Silvie Bui Hoang 8H, Holly 
Treverton 9C, Alice McLaren 11 E and Danvy 
Nguyen 11F. 
All students who participated in the competition 
will receive a certificate and a letter outlining 
their results.  
Science week 
To celebrate the International Year of Astronomy 
our Science leaders will be running a daily quiz 
of astronomy questions, holding a rocket 
launching competition and organising some 
DVDs at lunchtime. Keep your eye on the 
Science notice board in the weeks leading up to 
August 17th. 

Louise Rieniets 
Science Domain Leader 

 
Due to popular demand, our next casual day, on 
the 18th of August is pyjama day, and all of the 
money raised will be going to support homeless 
youth.  
 

Dancing With The Staff 
Coming soon we have 
“Dancing with the Staff” , 
which we are hoping to be a 
fun event for everyone who 
gets involved. We want 
students, either by themselves 
or with a group of friends to 
make up a dance of any style and approach a 
teacher to perform it with them at a lunchtime 
display. Once they have a willing teacher, they 
can sign up on the SRC noticeboard which is in 
the linkway corridor. Later in the term we will 
have a lunchtime competition in which all of the 
groups perform and everyone is able to come and 
watch, for a gold coin donation which will go to 
a charity yet to be decided. It will be a fun event 
and we are encouraging all students and teachers 
to get involved. You don’ t have to be a 
professional dancer; it’ s all about having a good 
time and stepping outside of your comfort zone. 
The winning group and teacher will be awarded 
prizes. So sign up in the next 2 weeks and stay 
tuned for future details. 
Year  10 Social 
The Year 10 Social is quickly approaching, 
tickets have been sold and many students are 
already making hair dressing appointments. 
Everyone is looking forward to a wonderful night 
on the 14th of August. Thank you to PRINT 
GROUP in Moorabbin for donating their printing 
services to print our fabulous looking Year 10 
Social tickets. 

Danielle Everest 
SRC President 

 
Interschool Debating Competition Round 5 
Round five of the Debating Association of 
Victoria Interschool competition was held at 
Brighton Grammar Monday evening; 20th July 
2009. The Debate topic was “That Australia 
should allow women to fight in the frontlines of 
armed combat” . 
Round five was a power-paired competition 
where teams debated against a team adjacent to 
them on the ladder. 
Team 1: D Grade consisting of Camille Acuna 
9C, Georgia Feben 9E and Isabelle Kiss 9E 
arguing for the Negative view won against 
Sandringham College (Beaumaris) team 1 
226/225, with Isabelle Kiss being declared ‘Best 
speaker’ . 
Team 2: D Grade consisting of Anna Howard 
9C, Megan O’Donoghue 9G and Lucy Kenny 9G 
(Chair Person) arguing for the Affirmative won 
against St Bede©s College Team 4 after they were 
forced to forfeit the debate. 



Team 3: D Grade consisting of Jacqueline Sale 
9B, , Abby Scheepers 9D and, Loryn Foster 9B 
arguing for the Affirmative view won against St 
Bede’s Team 3 when they too were forced to 
forfeit the debate. 
As a result of the two forfeits Team 2 and Team 
3 debated against each other. This resulted in a 
lively competition which was narrowly won by 
Team 2. 
This was the last round of the competition and 
the girls from our three D Grade teams must be 
congratulated for the marvellous effort and 
commitment they have put in this year. The 
teams met regularly to prepare their debates 
throughout the year and have all improved 
markedly in their debating and public speaking 
skills. 
Well done on a magnificent performance during 
this year’s debating competition. 

Mr Howells, Ms Galliers & Ms Tallarida 
Debating Coaches. 

Junior  Debating 
A junior interschool debating competition 
especially for Year 7 and 8 secondary students, 
will be held this semester at Mentone Girls 
Grammar. There will be a training night held for 
competitors for Group A on Monday evening 
6pm-7:30pm and Group B from 7pm-8:30pm on 
Monday 3rd of August 2009. Competitive debates 
will then be held during the same times on 
Monday 17th August, Monday 7th September and 
Monday 12th October 2009. If your daughter is 
interested in joining the debating club please 
encourage her to obtain a permission form from 
Mr Howells in Staff Room A. If you have any 
queries please feel to call Mr Howells at MGSC 
on 9581 5200. 

Mr. Howells 
Debating Coach 

 
Greetings from your  new SWC! 
Thank you so much to everyone in the MGSC 
community who has made my move to the 
school a very happy and positive one.  As our 
students know all too well, changing schools is 
never easy but I am happy to report that I have 
had a great transition to the school thanks to Ms 
Vergona, our previous Student Welfare 
Coordinator, and the friendly staff and students 
at the school. 
What I  do... 
No two days are the same for me at school.  My 
role involves counselling students, referring them 
on to external agencies within the community 
and liaising with support officers, teachers and 
parents to try to bring about the best outcomes 

for all students, ensuring their social, emotional 
and academic success.  I also run workshops for 
students and can refer parents on to support 
agencies.  
A bit about me... 
I have just returned to 
Australia after 
spending the past 9 
years living and 
teaching in Turkey, 
Switzerland, Thailand 
and China.  A ‘Third 
Culture Kid,’  I spent 
time growing up in 
both Sri Lanka and 
Australia.  I have 
degrees in Psychology 
and Education, with 
Master’s degrees in 
Teaching English to Speakers of Other 
Languages, Special Educational Needs and 
Educational Leadership and Administration.  
Travel and scuba diving are my passions and I 
enjoy experiencing new cultures and their 
cuisines! 
Please feel free to pop by to introduce yourself if 
I haven’ t met you already.  You can find me in 
the SWC office near the Administration Wing. 

Karen Flood 
Student Welfare Coordinator 

Ph: 9581 5224 
 

MORDIALLOC NEIGHBOURHOOD 
HOUSE    -   TAX HELP: 

Are your Tax Affairs simple? Do you earn 
less than $35, 000? You are eligible for 

FREE help with your tax return. 
Appointments commence from 3.8.2009. 

COMPUTERS FROM WOE 2 GO 
 NEXT STEP 

A four week course that will take you to the 
“Next Step”, for beginners. 

Students must have own computer at home. 
TUESDAY: AUGUST 4 – 25 

6.30pm – 8.30pm  Cost: $70.00 
FIRST AID CERTIFICATE – LEVEL 2 

Cut your Level 2 First Aid training in half. 
This flexible delivery mode enables students 

to complete a workbook at home before 
attending the course, providing the theory to 

attend a one day practical hands on 
scenario based on training session. 

A 3 year Accredited Certificate applies. 
THURS AUG 6 & TUES NOV 10. 

9.00am – 5.00pm approx. Cost: $99.00 
BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL: For further 

information and bookings, please phone: 
� � � � �� ��� � 	
 � �� 
 � � � � 
 � � � 	� � � � � � 	� � � � 	� � � � 	



 
PARENTING PROGRAM 

Kingston Youth and Family Services are running 
the ABCD Parenting Young Adolescents 
Program for parents with children aged between 
10-14 years. The program includes information 
about understanding your teen, improving 
communication, negotiating boundaries, solving 
problems and dealing with risky behaviour. 
The program will run on Tuesday evenings (7-
9pm) at Chelsea Maternal Child Health Centre 
from 11th August to 15th September. The cost is 
$30 per person. 
This is a great opportunity to meet other parents, 
share your experiences and develop some new 
skills in a relaxed, supportive and fun 
environment. 
If you would like more information about this 
program please contact Kingston Youth Services 
on 1300 369 436. 
 
 

GLEN EIRA MOORABBIN  
SOFTBALL ASSOCIATION 
Are you interested in learning 

 how to play softball or 
perhaps want to further develop 

 your softball skills? 
Come along to our FREE pre-season training 

sessions. 
Saturdays throughout Term 3. 

10am - 11am : Boys & Girls 5 to 12yrs 
11am - 12.15pm : Boys & Girls, 12 to 14yrs 

12.30pm - 2.00pm : Boys & Girls, 14 + 
Men and Women interested in social competition 

are also welcome. 
Learn and play softball in a fun, friendly, family 

environment. 
Enquir ies: 9570 1412 or  

www.gleneira.softball.org.au 
 
 

SOUTHERN CROSS CULTURAL 
EXCHANGE 

 Information Session 
Tuesday 4 August 2009 at 7.30pm 
Venue : Conochie Hall 
2 Rochester Road, Canterbury 
�  Which destination/programs are available? 
�  Which country suits your goals/expectations? 
�  When is the best time to go? 
�  Who are the host families? 
�  What are the costs? 
�  How do I apply? 
Speak to S.C.C.E. staff, returned students, their 
parents and international students. 
For more information   
1800-500-501 or www.scce.com.au 
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MORDIALLOC  NEIGHBOURHOOD  HOUSE 
Enrolments are now being taken for: 

 
DRAWING FOR BEGINNERS: 

Thurs Aug 13 – Sept 17, 1:00pm – 3:00pm - $70 
Child care available - Bookings essential 

 
NUMEROLOGY: 

A 10 week course. 
Aug 20 – Nov 5,  7:30pm – 9.30pm  - $100 

 
For further information and bookings,  

Please phone:  � � � � �� � � � �
 

CENTRAL BAYSIDE COMMUNITY 
HEALTH SERVICES 

ORAL HEALTH SERVICE 
Central Bayside Community Oral Health Service is 
currently offering FREE dental check ups and 
treatment for eligible Year 7-12 students who attend 
Mentone Girls’  Secondary College. 

Who is eligible 
Year 7-12 students who hold a valid Health Care Card 
or Pension Card or are a dependant of a card holder. 
Note : Year 7-8 who are currently enrolled in a School 
Dental Service will be sent a reminder letter when 
they are due for a check up. 
Phone : 03 85870350 for an appointment. 
Central Bayside Community Health Services 
Oral Health Service 
335-337 Nepean Highway, Parkdale 
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Impor tant Asthma Information for  Teenagers 
Whilst parents and family are there to help, teenagers should be aware that they too can successfully and 
responsibly manage their own asthma.  Here are some tips to help teenagers to manage their asthma: 
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To obtain a copy of the ‘Asthma: take control; great tips for teenagers’  brochure or for more information 
contact the Asthma Foundation of Victor ia on 1800 645 130 or visit www.asthma.org.au 

 
 
 
 

Impor tant Asthma Information for  Children 
It is important to find a doctor who has a special interest in asthma. This doctor will 
ideally: 
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Be sure to establish a good relationship with your doctor and ensure your child has regular check ups, even 
if they appear to be in control of their asthma. 
 
For further information, please call the Asthma Telephone HelpLine on 1800 645 130 or visit the Asthma 
Foundation of Victor ia’s website www.asthma.org.au. 
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The BayCISS Fundraising committee is proud to announce its first major function to support the invaluable 
Emergency Relief and Education Support programs.  The spectacular new Sandringham Yacht Club development is 
the location for the inaugural event, to be held on Friday August 28.   
With well known local identity Mark Mitchell as our MC, the Grand Dinner will showcase the Lisa Bade and Tony 
Byrne Band, with special guest performance from Andrew De Silva Duo (Channel 9 – Singing Bee), and Brighton 
Secondary College jazz trio upon arrival, in an action packed evening to raise awareness for the BayCISS programs.  
We expect more than 200 guests who’ ll wine, and dine on canapés, a sumptuous two course dinner with cheese and 
coffee for après dinner.  
BayCISS, an independent community based volunteer organisation, has been helping people in the Bayside area for 
more than 30 years.  We assist people with emergency food relief. They’re often in crisis, requiring material assistance 
for issues like homelessness, financial hardship, disabilities, mental illness or alcoholic dependency.   
BayCISS provides family counselling, general information and referral services.  With over 90 volunteers we are a 
registered not-for-profit charity, with donations and gifts tax deductible.  Our Education Support program is aimed at 
working with schools to assist those disadvantaged families who find it difficult to meet the basic costs associated 
with their children’s expenses.  
This event is sponsored by a number of leading organisations in the local community, and fantastic prizes have been 
donated for our super raffle and silent auction.   
Book Now, to secure your own table of 10 before the end of July.  Tickets are selling fast at only $125 per person.  
Tickets can be purchased on the attached Payment Form, and sent to BayCISS. 
Major Highlights – Emergency Relief to 4,135 family members per annum & Education Relief to 300 students to date. 

For further information contact the fundraising committee on – 
Grant Gaston – 0411 869 698  Belinda Campbell – 0419 530 782 

Debbi Irwin – 0407 344 298   Myra Figgins – 0410 492 055 
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1.   Landscaping behind Middle School  
2.   Painting and staining of seats and tables 
3.   Replacing timber garden borders 
4.   General Garden maintenance 
5.   Pruning 
6.   Weeding 
7.   Cleaning spoon drains 
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Please return to school office or your daughter’s Form Teacher by Monday 17th August 
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Mentone Girls’ Secondary College Working Bee Saturday 22nd August 2009 
REPLY SLIP – please return to school office or your daughter’s Form Teacher by Monday 17th 
August  

 
I/we will/will not be able to attend the working bee on Saturday 22nd August 2009. 
 
NAME: ______________________________ PHONE: (A/H)_____________ 
B/H________________ 
 
Daughter’s name______________________ Form_______ 
 
I prefer to do one of the following projects:(please circle)   1   2   3   4   5   6   7    
I am available between ____________________________ 
 
I can assist by bringing the following equipment 
_________________________________________ 
 
I/we will be attending the BBQ lunch: YES    NO   Number attending  
           Vegetarian required YES   NO  
 
 Signed______________________________________ 

 

 

 



 



 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
July 27 
 
 
 
 
 

28 
 

29 
 

30 
Year 10 Work 
Experience 
Year 7 Story Teller 
Presentation – period 3 
 

31 
Year 10 Work 
Experience 
Jazz & Stage Band 
Performance – 
Oakleigh RSL 

 

August 3 
Stage Band performance 
– QPO 7.00pm 

4 
Year 10 into VCE 
Information Evening 

5 
Year 9 into Year 10 
Information Evening 

6 7 
 
 
 
 
 

8 

10 
Symphonic Wind 
Orchestra performance – 
Monash Uni 
 
 
 

11 
Year 9 City Project 
excursion 
Parents & Friends 
meeting 7.30pm 

12 
Year 8 into Year 9 
Information Evening 
Past students 15 year 
reunion class of 94 

13 
Year 7 Japanese Day 
 

14 
Year 10 into VCE 
Course Counselling 
Day 
Year 10 Social 7pm 
 

15 

17 
 

18 
College Council meeting 
7.30pm 

19 
ICAS maths competition  
Winter Concert 7.30pm 
VCE interim reports 
distributed 
 
 

20 
Year 9 City Project 
excursion 
 

21 
 

22 
Concert Band 
performance – Monash 
Uni 

24 
TEENS excursion – 2  
10A & 10F 
Symphony concert 
excursion - evening 
 

25 
TEENS excursion – 2  
10C & 10D 
 

26 
TEENS excursion – 2  
10B & 10E  
VCE 
parent/teacher/student 
interviews 4-7pm 
 

27 
TEENS excursion – 2  
10G & 10H 

28 
 
 
 
 

29 
 



 
 
 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 
 

September 1 
SMR String Festival 
7-10 Music Students 
Patterson River SC 

2 
‘Chicago’  Excursion 
1.00pm 

3 
Year 7-10 interim reports 
distributed 

4 
 
 
 
 

5 

7 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8 
Parents & Friends 
meeting 7.30pm 
 

9 
 

10 
Year 7-10 
parent/teacher/student 
interviews 1-8pm 
 

11 
Year 9 City Project 
presentations 
Japan trip leaves 

12 

14 
College Assembly 

15 
College Council meeting 
7.30pm 

16 
SMR Band Festival 
Cheltenham SC 

17 
VCE recital 

18 
Year 7 Immunisation 
Last day term 3 – 
finish at 2.15pm 
 
 

19 
 

21 
 

22 
 

23 
T 

24 
 

25 
 
 
 
 
 

26 
 

28 
 

29 
 
 
 
 
 

30 
 

   



 


