Parents and students will have noticed our
new fence around the school — funded from
the ‘Investing in our Schools Program’. It
will enhance the look of our schooal,
replacing the nearly 60 year old fence,
erected when the school was built. Other
areasto gain from this government grant are
the upgrading, painting and refurbishment in
Technology and the Reflective Learning
Centre.

Mentone Girls' Secondary Collegeis part of
the Beachside network of schoolsin the
Inner South Sub Region of the Southern
Metropolitan Region. One of the aims of the
Beachside Network isto improve numeracy
outcomes across all schoolsin the Network.
Dads have a major impact on the degree of
interest their daughter’ s develop in maths.
That’s one of the findings of along-term
University of Michigan study that has traced
the sources of the continuing gender gap in
maths and science performance. Females do
aswell as males on tests that measure ability
in maths and science but women are il
underrepresented in science, technology,
engineering and maths graduate programs
and in careers based on those disciplines. It's
asif women are saying “I can, but | don’t
want to”.

A recent study analysed how parents’ values
and attitudes affect children’s maths
performances and later interests, and how
these attitudes vary by the child’s gender.
Thisfound that parents provided more
maths-supportive environments for their sons
than for their daughters, including buying
more maths and science toys for the boys.
The study also found that parents’ attitudes,
particularly stereotypes they hold about
whether maths and science are more
important for boys than girls, have a
significant effect on their children’s later
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maths achievement, and even on their
eventual career choices.

Girl’sinterest in maths decreases as their
father’ s gender stereotypes increase, whereas
boy’ sinterest in maths increases as their
father’s gender stereotypes increase.

Fathers' gender stereotypes are very
important in supporting — or in undermining
— daughter’s choicesto pursuetraining in
maths and science, the study concluded.

* (Acknowledgement: Reported in Science
Daily from the University of Michigan, June
2007)

| would like to encourage al girlsto take
science and maths subjects right through to
V CE to give themselves advantage in
pursuing careers later on, and | encourage
fathers to support their girlsin doing so.

Deborah M. Lehner
Principal
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College Matters

Student exchange

In addition to the students who | congratulated in
the last newdetter, it has come to my attention
that Charlotte Nicholls (10F) will also be going
on exchange with Student Exchange Australia to
Japan (leaving 19 November, returning early
school year 2010). Congratul ations to Charlotte.
Scholar ships

Each year the Department of Education and
Early Childhood Development offers a range of
scholarships for secondary school students. For
details, visit :
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/schol arships/
and click on therelevant year level.

Balcombe Road entrance

Parents who drive their students to school are
asked to pay close attention to the street signs —
recently some members of the school community
have received traffic fines for stopping in the
wrong place along Balcombe Road.

Parents are aso asked not to block the Balcombe
Road driveway into the school and to take care
when pulling back out into the traffic.

Important end of glear dates

From Monday 23 to Friday 27" November all
Year 7 and 8 students are required at school.
Other year levels are required as follows:

Mon 23rd | Year 10 into 11 Orientation Day
Peer Support training for selected
Y ear 9 students

Tue24™ | Year 11 into 12 Orientation Day
Peer Support training for selected

Y ear 9 students

Wed 25" | Year 9into 10 Orientation Day

Thur 26" | Presentation Night rehearsa at
Raobert Blackwood Hall

MAAP starts on Monday 30" November.

All Year 7-11 students move up to the next year

level and commence the first unit of work in each

subject. This is important work that will be

expected to be completed by the start of 2010.

MAAP finishes on the following days for these

current year leves:

Friday 11" December — the 2009 Year 10s &

11s.

Wed 16" December — the 2009 Y ear 9s.

Thur 17" December —the 2009 Year 7s & 8s.

Reports will also be distributed on Thursday 17"

December and students in Years 9, 10 and 11

will need to come in to collect their semester 2

report.

If you have any questions regarding the end of

year program, please contact me at the school.

Bronwyn Moline

Assistant Principal

SRC

World Vision's 40 Hour Famine held on the
weekend of August 21%-23¢ is an excellent
opportunity for you to get involved in a charity
and raise funds for kids affected by the "Global
Food Crisis'. Unlike previous years where food
is usualy given up for 40 hours you can give up
absolutely anything, whether it be technology,
furniture, an arm or a leg, it's absolutely up to
you, so | urge you to put on your thinking caps
and get creative. With just a little less than a
month till the 40 Hour Famine weekend get
online and register. To find out more check out
the website a
http://trans.worldvision.com.aw40hourfamine/.
Brianna Reynolds
Vice SRC President
During the first few days of August
7E and 7F were planning a stall to ZWM
raise money for our World Vision 5‘
sponsor child, Josephine. By the 4™
of August 2009 everything was set - w
up in the canteen quadrangle. We
started selling cakes and spiders to anyone who
came aong. By the end of lunch we were
completely sold out. It was a huge success and
we are proud to say that we raised a huge
$290.40. Thank you to everyone who
contributed, we all appreciate your help.
AlexiaMaroudas 7F

Step intothe Future

On Monday 27" July around 35 students in
Yeas 7-9 went to the New Melbourne
Convention and Exhibition Centre. We listened
to four guest speakers tell their story and share
experiences. Our first speaker was Ormando
Hurley, a spirited black man who loved to
perform and was far from shy. He was soulful
and spirited and he taught us that we are al
somebody and that we can make a difference.
Then we listened to David Brown a
meteorologist who presents the weather on
Channel Seven. He taught us about climate
change and how we can help. He also told us that
we can create our own luck, and we should grab
every opportunity. Our third speaker was an
amazing woman aviator called Allana Corbin.
Allana had an amazing story that inspired all of
us to live life with the passion she does. Allana
told us that life is like climbing a mountain and
it's made of a series of small steps. She taught us
that life is a precious gift and we should grab our
dreams and not let go. She says, “the sky is not
the limit”. Our last and perhaps most motivating
speaker was Sam Cawthorn the survivor of a car
accident. Sam had a near death experience, lost
one arm and his left leg ismainly al metal. Sam



taught us that nothing is impossible and we are
al blessed with life. He showed us, “it's your
decision not your condition. It's your problems
and what you do about them that define who you
are, and that we have to focus on the good things
in life and forget the past and press on ahead”. |
think this day was great and inspirational. | know
we al learnt alot and feel really motivated.
Shannon Schubert 7F

The Step by Step Forum was very motivating
and inspiring. The guest speakers we heard from
were Armondo Hurley, David Brown, Allana
Corbin and Sam Cawthorn. They encouraged all
students to take chances and believe in ourselves
because we never know when our lives will end
or change. | remember times when | was given
opportunities but didn® take them and | now
regret it for not taking those chances. It was
amazing to hear so many different stories of
survival. The speakers gave us advice and helped
us redize that anyone can make a difference in
the world. Take the initiative to achieve the
impossible.

Monigue Kruse 8D & Tyler McKenzie 8B
On the 27" of July students from our school
attended the Step to the Future Forum at the
Melbourne Exhibition centre with other schools
around Melbourne. Through out the day there
were ingpirational guest speakers including,
David Brown and Sam Cawthorn. They spoke
about their life difficulties and challenges they
have faced throughout their life. | really enjoyed
the day and what each speaker had spoken about.
There was dso a Step Star contest and Channel
Seven filmed the day. It was truly an
inspirational day and | am sure everybody there
was touched by the stories.

Sentor School

This is a time when all students are working
through the major body of work in each unit. It
is most important to encourage your daughter to
maintain a consistent effort with at least 3-4
hours of homework and/or study each day.
Revision will be so much more effective if she
has put in the effort to learn and understand the
work at thistime. There has been alarge number
of SACs recently and we remind parents and
students that only certain circumstances are
permitted for rescheduling a SAC. Theseinclude
school excursions or sporting events, a
compelling personal circumstance that has been
approved by a student manager or illness
supported by a doctor’s certificate. Thankyou
for your support in promptly contacting us at the
V CE office when your daughter isill.

Lily Jenkins 9F

Year 11 students now have their VCE Handbook
and course selection sheets. They need to submit
the yellow form together with the printout from
the on-line web preferences by
Wednesday 19" August. Any
student who is considering
selecting a subject which she
has not undertaken as a Unit 2
study must speak to the Unit 3
teacher to ensure she understands
the preparation required. If she
decides to select the subject in her
first 5 preferences, the selection
must be initidled by the subject teacher on the
coloured course selection sheet to indicate the
discussion has occurred. Any student who feels
at al unsure of their selections or has a concern
or query should see Mr Feben, Mrs Egan or any
of the VCE team.

We look forward to meeting with Year 12
students and their parents for career and course
counsalling on August 20". This evening has
proven a valuable support for girls as they
consider future careers and tertiary courses they
could consider applying for.

Earlier last week Unit 3 exam results were made
available to students of Accounting, Biology,
Chemistry, Physics and Psychology. These
results are valuable and timely feedback for the
girls. It gives them some measure of ther
performance compared to al students across the
state. The results can help inform students about
the effectiveness of their work program, exam
preparation and exam technique and alows for
adjustments to study routines, if necessary, over
the next weeks. Students are encouraged to
discuss any concerns with subject teachers or any
of the Senior School staff.

Sport

Karen Mitchell has been most dedicated and
efficient in her organisation as Sports
Coordinator.

In the first four weeks of this term there have
been numerous successes and activities.

Senior School Team

State Cross Country (Mrs Merrick)

13 years-2nd
Candela Ferreyrabas a
Emily Suckling v

Laura Rose
Lucy Dixon
Samantha Baisas
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16 years-3rd
Alana Durham
Hannah Stuart

Kerri Hempshall
MatildaField
Taylan Merrick-Sim

Senior Basketball (Geoff Perks) — defeated
Southern Zone final

Year 8 Netball (B team) through to Southern
Zone fina August 14th

Intermediate Basketball (Miss Jarvis)
Intermediate Badminton (Mr Shannon) - runners
up Southern Zone final

Year 7 Badminton (Miss Mitchell) - Southern
final 25th August

Intermediate Netball (Miss Taylor) - defeated in
Southern Zone fina

Year 7 Netball, A team (Miss Dickson) -
Southern Zone final August 14th

Senior Squash (Mr Warden) - Winners of
Southern Zone final

Junior Football (Mr Bartlett) - Southern Zone
final August 14th

Intermediate Hockey (Ms Galliers)

Year 8 Soccer (Mr Murray) -Won Southern Zone
and through to State Fina

Intermediate Soccer (Mr Taylor) -Won Southern
Zone and through to State Final

Senior Soccer (Mr Murray) -Won Southern Zone
and through to State Fina

The day was convened by Mrs Merrick

English

The Age MS Readathon Ultimate Story 2009

Competition
It is with great pleasure that we congratulate
Isabella Diggins of 7D whose concluding
chapter was one of ten chapters highly
commended by the judging panel.

Isabella receives a certificate and a selection of
books to the value of $200 from Penguin
Australia.

Isabella carefully followed the reading of the
instalments of the story in her English class and
her response was impressive in its capacity to
perceptively continue the characterisation and
plot of the narrative.

Isabella should be very proud of the recognition
accorded to her by the judging pand and we
congratul ate her on a very fine achievement.

Paula Cohen

Corathe Storyteller
In the third week of Term 3 all Year 7 students
participated in a storyteling workshop. The
students listened to a variety of beautifully

presented stories which were skilfully delivered
by Cora. The language of the stories and the
skill of delivery effectively engaged the students.
Three students from each Year 7 class were
selected to attend the workshop that was
conducted by Cora in the College library. Three
students from 7D, Maddy Cairns-Bertrand,
Emily Turner and Alice Woodfall share their
reflections below:
The experience we had with
Cora the Storyteller was great.
We had the opportunity of
talking to her one on one in the
library and she told us a couple
of stories, and then let us have a
go at writing our own stories.
Of course, | used this
opportunity to let my imagination run wild. She
gave us the guiddines, and a simple storyline to
follow, but we had to add our own ideas. We had
a big A3 sheet to fill and had to write it as a
postcard. | filled up a whole page! | was very
proud of my work, and when we were done we
read them out. | enjoyed listening to everyone's
ideas and seeing how Cora and the other students
assessed my creative writing. | had agreat time.
Emily Turner
| was invited to attend a storyteling workshop
with a storyteller called Cora. Corawas very nice
and afantastic storyteller. | enjoyed al thetime |
spent with her. During our workshop we took a
fantastic adventure into our imaginations.
Exploring my imagination was a great
experience and | wish it could have gone on for
much longer.

Alice Woodfall
On Thursday the 30" of July, Cora came to
Mentone Girls' Secondary College to tell stories
to the Year 7 classes. In period four, three people
from each class were chosen to attend a special
workshop with her and that included me. | had
great fun with Cora. We wrote postcards to our
family and friends. We were told to be creative
and have fun. She was a very nice person to do a
workshop with. The session was great, and |
hope to do it again.
Maddy Cairns-Bertrand

Student Welfare

Bullying

Bullying is a serious matter in schools and
Mentone Girls Secondary College prides
itself on its anti-bullying policy and its
implementation. The School’s anti-bullying
policy can be found on the school’s website



but I've printed it below for your easy
reference.
Anti Bullying Policy
Students have the right to a safe and secure
environment in which to learn. The school
ams to provide this through the
implementation of the School Code of
Conduct and through classroom programs
and staff and parent education.
Definition of Bullying
Bullying is defined as deiberate
psychological, emotional and/or physical
harassment of one student by other/s,
occurring in school or in transit between
school and residence. The nature and extent
of bullying can be varied from direct to
indirect harassment, from minor irritants to
assaults, to contravention of legidation. It
can include physical, verba and gesture
bullying, extortion and exclusion. (Kids
Helpline 1996)
Summary of College Policy
Bullying is totaly unacceptable and is
treated seriously. Students and staff are
encouraged to report any incidents, which
are dealt with asfollows:
A student or parent reports an
incidence of bullying to a staff
member.
A report is referred to the Student
Manager/Sub School Leader/Student
Wellbeing Co-ordinator.
The complainant and alleged bully
are interviewed separately.
The Co-ordinator brings the victim
and bully together to reach a solution
(using the @o blame approach@nd/or
method of shared concern).
If the incident is dlightly more
serious, relevant  parents are
informed.
If the incident is very serious or if
incidents are repeated, appropriate
action is decided by the relevant
parents, SSL and Student Wellbeing
Co-ordinator.
A follow up interview is held with
the victim to check that agreement
has been adhered to.
The Student Wellbeing Co-ordinator
keeps a register of all reported
bullying incidents.

Mentone Girls Secondary College has
adopted the Restorative Practices framework
for addressing issues of conflict between
students and between students and teachers.
Most teachers and administrators at the
school have been trained in using this
framework.

Studentsin Years 7 and 8 will soon take part

in an introductory workshop on positive

relationships and friendships. At this time of

the year, we see girls wanting to extend their

group of friends and broaden their interests

and this workshop will help them do so in
affirmative ways.

Karen Flood

Student Wellbeing Coordinator

Phone: 9581 5224

Interested In People From
Other Countries?
Have You Ever Considered
Becoming A
Volunteer Host Family?
Want to expand your knowledge of other
countries, cultures, languages or cuisines? Then
consider opening your door to an international
exchange student.
World Education Program (WEP) is looking for
Volunteer Host Families for International
Students arriving in February 2010.
Students from Belgium, Italy, Brazil, France,
Japan, and Switzerland are looking for families
that are prepared to welcome them into their
homes.
These young ambassadors are looking for life
long friends and a place to call home during their
stay. Apply how & start corresponding with your
student upon approval. Getting to know them &
their families before they arrive brings fun & joy
to everyone involved!
If you would like more information on becoming
a Host Family, then please contact our National
Office.
Full support is provided to all
host families and their students!
Nikki Medwell
World Education Program
Ph: 1300 884 733 Email: wep@wep.org.au




Experience M onash Peninsula

Tuesday 29" September, 10am —2.30pm

Areyou a student in Year 10, 11 or 127?

If so, weinvite you to come and

Experience M onash Peninsula.

Experience Monash aims to introduce you to the
opportunities and experiences available to
students at Peninsula.

The Peninsula campus offers al the benefits of
studying a quality degree in a persona and
supportive environment.

Monash Peninsula Campus offers courses in:
business, early childhood and primary education,
nursing and midwifery, emergency health,
physiotherapy, occupational therapy, and sport
and outdoor recreation.

Tour the campus, speak to staff and current
students, experience our facilities and learn more
about the transition to university.

For program details and to book online visit:
www.monash.edu/study/events/experience

Parent Information Evening - Melbourne
Tuesday September 8, 2009
7pm—8pm
Monash University, Caulfield Campus
Areyou aparent of astudent in Year 11 or 127 If
so, we invite you to attend Monash’'s Parent
Information Evening to find out more about the
University, and to also gain some useful tips on
how you can support your son or daughter as
they consider their future and further study

options.

The seminar presentation will provide an
excellent opportunity for parents to find out more
about the range of course and campus options at
Monash University, and will aso provide
valuable information about applications and
selection, equity schemes and scholarships and
student support services.

For moreinformation and bookings visit:
www.monash.edu/study/events

Experience life as an over seas teenager

during your summer holidays!

World Education Program (WEP) Australiaisin
its last round of accepting applications for
students to go to Germany, Italy, Spain, France
and French-speaking Belgium this summer.

Lifelong memories—lifelong friends!

Live with ahost family, attend an overseas
school and make new friends from around the
world.

‘Begin your exchange journey with an open mind
and heart. Don't be afraid to leap into aworld of
unknown; you will be rewarded with more than
you thought possible.’

- Chloe Sinclair went on a short-term program to
France in November 2008

Don’t missout! Find out more:

Request your information pack: Go online
www.wep.org.au or cal usfor the cost of alocal
call 1300 884 733. Attend WEP s Open Door
Day: 15 August / 12pm —4pm

Meet WEP staff and returned students to talk
about your opportunity to discover the world on
a student exchange.

World Education Program
(WEP) Australiaisa not-for-
profit student exchange
organisation registered with
the Education Departments.

Mentone Costume World '2 »
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MGSC SCHOOL UNIFORM < \/'3‘
MID YEAR SALE y
(selected stock only) ?

On sale from August 3rd-29th L“/

Summer dresses were $75 now $55
(save $20)sizes 8-10-12-14-16-18-20
(excludes sizes 22&24)
Sports jackets were $85 now $60
(save $25) sizes large and x-large only
(excludes all other sizes)
Blazers (ex-sample stock only)
were $195 now $150 (save $45)

1 each available
in sizes 13-14-15-16-18-19-20
Rugby jumpers. (ex sample stock)
4 only available
Were $55 now $40 (save $15)
Please check our sales box
for other selected items for sale.
Please note: no lay-by'’s, refunds or
exchanges on sale items.
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Dr. Michael Gordon
BUILDING RESILIENCE INMY
CHILD..WHAT CANI DO ?

Dr. Michael Gordon
Child and Adolescent Psychiatrist,
Deputy Direct, Department of Child Psychiatry,
Monash Medical Centre
Please join usfor this interesting forum
The Monday Series of parenting sessionsis open
to the public at Wesley College, Lynch multi
Media Room, Glen Waverley Campus,

620 High Street Road, Glen Waverley
Monday 24™ August, 7.30-9.00pm
RSVP : eryn.tooey@wesl eycollege.net
Tel: 8102 6594

MORDIALLOC NEIGHBOURHOOD
HOUSE:
TAX HELP:
Areyour Tax Affairssmple? Do you earn less
than $35, 000? Y ou are eligible for EREE help
with your tax return.
Appointments now being taken.
NUMEROLOGY:
Gain aninsight into your life direction and
personality by using birth names and dates.
Based on Pythagora' s Science of Numbers, this
fascinating can guide you in theright direction as
you discover life's challenges, lessons and
destiny.
10 Week Course, Commencing 20/8 —5/11.
THURSDAY, 7:30pm — 9:30pm COST: $100.00
WRITING FOR PLEASURE &
PUBLICATION:
Write for your own pleasure without formal
assessment in afriendly supportive environment.
Discover what you want to write and how to
writeit. If you are already writing, or would like
to get started, come to these encouraging
workshop sessions.
MONDAY:: 13/7 —14/9
10:00am — 12.30pm
1:15pm — 3:45pm
Cost per term: $45.00.
Can enrol anytime throughout the term to join
this group.
Bookings essential.
For further information and bookings
phone : 9587 4534




# NNz &'l () * + 11
# )9 $11 (,! x| (-1 $!
e
( ¢/ 0 il 2
3 4 1 5 + 5 6
1" 4B ( #)*+
1 L
0 9 ¢
— — —>
1
4
/
6
8 5
(- 0(5
®
7
1
6
))<)+
)% 6 5 ()" #







You are invited to participate in afree First Aid cour se offered by Bayside City
Council’s Y outh Services and the Red Cross.

What will | get?

Upon successful completion of this course you will hold a Workplace Level 1 First Aid
Certificate. You will also be provided with basic ‘ Save-a-Mate' strategies that will
assist you to help your friends if they party too hard.

When?

The training will operate over the following evenings:
Wednesday 19 August 4.30pm — 8.30pm

Wednesday 26 August 4.30pm — 6.30pm

Wednesday 2 September 4.30pm — 8.30pm

Attendance at al three sessionsis required to attain your certificate.
Where?

The venue for this training is the Peterson Y outh Centre. (Corner Peterson Street and
Highett Road, Highett.)

Who'sit for?

Thistraining is available to young people aged 12 to 25 years old who live, work, study
or have significant ties to Bayside.

RSVPs?

Places are strictly limited so bookings are essential. To reserve your place contact
Michelle on 9599 4622



Working Bee
Saturday 22nd August
2009

Landscaping behind Middle School
Painting and staining of seats and tables
Replacing timber garden borders
General Garden maintenance

Pruning

Weeding

Cleaning spoon drains

’ ﬁﬁﬁ

Please return to schoal office or your daughter's Form Teacher by Monday 17 August

NookwNE
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Mentone Girls’ Secondary College Working Bee Saturday 22nd August 2009
REPLY SLIP — please return to school office or your daughter’s Form Teacher by Monday 17th
August

I/we will/will not be able to attend the working bee on Saturday 22nd August 2009.

NAME: PHONE: (A/H)
B/H
Daughter’'s name Form

| prefer to do one of the following projects:(pleasecircle) 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
| am available between

| can assist by bringing the following equipment

I/'we will be attending the BBQ lunch: YES NO Number attending
Vegetarian required YES NO

Signed




ey Dates ~ Auguit 2009

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
31 1
3 4 5 6 7 8
10 11 12 13 14 15
Year 10into VCE
Course Counselling
Day
Y ear 10 Social
7.00pm —11.00pm
17 18 19 20 21 22
Year 10 Leadership College Council meeting | ICAS Maths competition | Year 9 City Project Concert Band
Conference 7.30pm ‘“Winter Wanderings' — | excursion performance — Monash
Concert & Art Show Uni
Junior Debating, 7.15pm —9.30pm Year 12 MIP's
Mentone Grammar counselling
6.00pm-8.30pm V CE interim reports 4.00pm — 7.30pm
distributed
24 25 26 27 28 29
TEENS excursion TEENS excursion TEENS excursion TEENS excursion
10A & 10F 10C & 10D 10B & 10E 10G & 10H
Symphony concert VCE
excursion - evening parent/teacher/student

interviews 4-7pm




Heg Dated ~ Jophember 2006

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
September 1 2 3 4 5
SMR String Festival ‘Chicago’ Excursion Year 7-10 interim reports
7-10 Music Students 1.00pm distributed
Patterson River SC
7 8 9 10 11 12
Junior Debating Parents & Friends Year 7-10 Y ear 9 City Project
6.00pm — 8.30pm meeting 7.30pm parent/teacher/student presentations
Mentone grammar interviews 1-8pm Japan trip leaves
14 15 16 17 18 19
College Assembly College Council meeting | SMR Band Festival V CE recital Year 7 Immunisation
7.30pm Cheltenham SC Last day term 3—
finish at 2.15pm
21 22 23 24 25 26
28 29 30







