Dear Parents,

Our Student Wellbeing Coordinator, Ms. Carole
Hackwill, has retired and is replaced by Ms. Lee
Vergona, who can be contacted on 9581 5224 if
you have any concerns regarding your daughter.

Ms. Vergona and | attended a Bayside launch of
their services directory last week, and heard from
an expert on cyber safety. It is absolutely
imperative that parents know what their children
are putting on their computers and phones, and
that they are aware of their daughter’s Facebook
and Myspace pages. Photographs that are
inappropriate are often circulated amongst young
people and the redlity is that this may have legal
ramifications. Importantly, many young people
are unaware that when they apply for a job, the
employer can look at their Facebook entries to
see how they are presenting themselves to the
world.

Of concern to us at the College is the number of
very tired students who do not get enough seep
because they are using their mobile phones or are
on the internet until very late at night. Parents
really do need to monitor their daughter’s use of
technology, even if they have to take away the
phone or computer so it cannot be accessed
through the night.

As VCE students know, there is not alot of time
left before final assessments begin. It is redly
important that student stress is managed with
empathy and support, and that students have
sufficient rest and relaxation from their studies to
keep them sharp and focussed.

Deborah M Lehner
Principal
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College Council

College Council recently met on Tuesday 16"
September. We have been successful in the past when
applying for grants to ensure efficient use of
resources. Two water tanks have been installed and
solar panelling on the Technology Centre is up and
running. The latest round of grants will allow us to
apply for energy efficient items, such as lighting
upgrades and a central control for the air-conditioning
system.

The Finance Committee has prepared a Parent
Payment policy for 2009, based on a document sent
from the Victorian Government, outlining their
position. The policy entitles the College to request
payment from parents in three categories:

1. Essentiad Education Items. Consumable
materials and services required from all
students. This includes items such as the
bulk purchase of consumable materials for
art and technology and employment of a
First Aid attendant.

2. Optiona Extras. These are based on
individual choice with alternatives available.
For example, some electives are high cost
and require additional funds. If a family
choose such an elective, participation is only
upon payment of the required charge.

3. Voluntary Contributions. Donation to a tax
deductible Building Fund - the only
voluntary category.

Notices for payment will be mailed to College
families late in October. A detailed letter explaining
the charges will accompany this notice. A copy of the
Parent Payment policy is available to any parent upon
request.
Council gave approva for the World Challenge
Vietnam 2008 excursion. This sounds a very exciting
opportunity for students and al families should
acquaint themselves with details for future years.
Council were informed that Parents & Friends are
organising another Car Boot Sale to be held on
Sunday 23" November. We hope it will be just as
successful as the one in May, and that the weather
will be significantly better.
Jim Williams
College Councillor



Senior School

Next Thursday we celebrate the fina day of
school a Mentone Girls Secondary College for
the Class of 2008. Well done all of you! After
our Last Day activities we are very much looking
forward to the Valedictory dinner on Friday
evening when students, staff and parents can get
together one last time to reminisce about the
journey travelled over the last 6 years. Sincere
thanks to Peter Bartlett, Kerry Merrick and Gayle
Steinfort for the organisation of these events and
for the support, guidance and encouragement
they have given the Year 12s throughout the
year. Thank you also to the wonderful teaching
staff who have prepared the girls so well for their
fina exams. Teachers will be available to
support the girls right up to the time the exam is
held and we expect students will continue to seek
advice as they refine and consolidate their
knowledge and understanding during their
studies.

We wish our wonderful Year 12s
al the best in their exams and for
the future beyond.

Many Year 1ls ae dso
completing a 3-4 exam in the coming weeks and
we wish them well for this and, of course, their
Unit 2 exams which begin on Friday 14"
November.

We are very proud of our Year 11 students who
have supported the Sacred Heart Mission. In
particular Amanda Aridi and Bo Natoli have
sought donations from local businesses. With the
help of al Year 11s, Ms Sdir and Ms
Christopoulos and the rest of the College, we
have donated a large collection of canned and
dried food and toiletries to support the work of
the Sacred Heart Mission. Thank you to all who
have contributed.

Senior School Team

Junior School

Welcome back to our last term of the year and a
very full and exciting term has been planned. We
would like to wish Ms Petra Witt a restful term
away from the pressure of school as she enjoys
some well earned long service leave.

Zoo Excursion & Healesville Sanctuary
Excursion

On Friday 31% October, Year 7's are travelling to
the Melbourne Zoo and Year 8's are visiting
Hedesville Sanctuary for the day. An action
packed day has been planned and the girls will be

doing follow up work in SOSE and Science. A
letter will be sent home with all the details early
next week.

Music Night

Last week | had the pleasure of
listening to and watching one of
our Year 8 band forms perform
to some of the Grade 6 parents
and students. The am was to
show how much improvement can
be made in two years of band and the Year 8
group were very impressive. The Grade 6
students were then given the opportunity to try
out some of the instruments.

Absences

Just areminder that if your daughter is unable to
attend school, it would be appreciated if you
could ring the Junior Sub-school. You are ableto
leave a message 24 hours a day on the following
numbers:

Year 7—9581 5240
Year 8 —9581 5244

If you do leave a message, you
do not have to send a note with your daughter.

Gayle Steinfort
Junior School Manager

SRC

The last week of Term 3 was the final week for
the VCE SRC members. The VCE members
have put an amazing effort into organising the
various fundraisers and initiatives throughout the
year and to say thank you, a pizzalunch was held
to celebrate this year’'s hard work.
Congratulations to Taylar Anderson, Michelle
Kitely and Louise Mapleston who will be joining
me on the SRC Middle School Executive team
for Term 4, 2008.

Last term, the SRC raffled a L'Oreal hamper
made up of Garnier and Maybelline products.The
winner of the $200 L’ Oreal Hamper was Katelyn
Hatton of 12D. All profits raised went towards
the ®riends of Manatuto©Committee to help
build akindergarten in East Timor.

Casual dress day was held on October 14th and
turned out once again to be a great success. The
money raised will go towards the research and
awareness of Breast Cancer. Thank you to
everyone for bringing their money as it went to a
good cause.

Chelsea Preston
Year 10 SRC Executive Officer



English

Purchase of English Texts for Unit 3 & 4 and
1& 22009

During Orientation, Mountain Books will
conduct the purchase of novels for English 2009
so work may be commenced. All girls are to
complete set tasks over the holidays which are
due on the first day of classes.

Girls taking Literature will aso be able to
purchase their novels.

A letter detailing prices will be given out to
students in the next few weeks.

Public Speaking

English Public Speaking is being

held this week and next week for

dl classesin Years 7 — 10. Girls

have prepared speeches and

delivered thesein class. Now we

are holding the finals of this

event, where one speaker from each class
presents their speech to their year level in the
Lecture Theatre.

The winner of the Year 10 Public Speaking will
present her speech at Presentation Night. This
annua event is one which encourages girls to
develop confidence and the girls enjoy listening
to each others' ideas and presentations.

Spelling Bee

In the last week of term, girlsin
Year 7 and 8 participated in
spelling bees in class. The
best spellers from each class ‘
went on to represent their class —
in the Junior Spelling Bee
Championship held in the Lecture Theatre at
lunchtime. The event was very well supported by
girlsin Years 7 and 8, who came to watch their
class representatives. The girls were such good
spellers that an extra round was held in week 1
this term. The winner was Sneha Balse of 7H.
Congratulations to her and all the girls who took
part in learning some very challenging words.

Diane Wolff
Domain Leader English
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Sport

Soccer Report 2008

Mentone Girls' Secondary College aimost made
a back-to-back clean sweep in the All High State
Soccer Finds. In 2007, MGSC won every level,
prevailing in Year 7, Year 8, Intermediate and
Senior Soccer State Finals. In 2008, we won the
Year 7, Year 8 and Intermediate. The seniors
missed on a penalty shoot out (4-3).

Year 7 beat Roxburgh 5-2, goal scorers: Candy
2, Nicola 2 and Jett 1

Year 8 beat Melbourne Girls 2-0, goal scorers:
Bree?2

Intermediate beat Drouin 1-0, goal: Hannah 1
The Intermediate beat University 2-0. Goals were
scored by the Ashleigh P. and Ashleigh W.

The seniors lost to Wodonga (1-1)(3-4 penalty
shoot out)

The Coallege and coaches would like to extend
thanks to the parents for their support throughout
the year. A big thank you also to our coaches
Bianca Robinson, Mr Dom Santos, Mr Bill
Murray, Mr Luke de Munk, Martin O’ Connor
and Ken Montgomery. A culture of soccer has
been established in the College due to
the combined interest and diligence of coaches
and parents aike. The girls involved in soccer
love it and this is reflected in our outstanding
performances in the sport.

Well done Mentone !!!, winning seven out of
eight State Soccer titlesin two years.

Anne Gamble



Student Welfare

This request for involvement was sent to the
College. As parents/carers, we are aways
looking for strategies and insight to help our
children navigate life safely. Research such
as this can provide valuable information and
understandings that we all benefit from. |
urge as many students within the age group
identified to take the time and become
involved in the survey.
Lee Vergona
Student Welfare Coordinator.

RMIT  University®@ @afe in  Romantic
RelationshipsCPr oj ect

Abusive domestic relationships (even those that are
not physically violent) cause a great deal of suffering
for al members of the family. Research studies have
found that high-risk behaviour dynamics established
in adolescent girlsofirst romantic relationships can
carry forward into their adult relationships. However,
RMIT University researchers do not believe that
adolescent girls are powerless to avoid chronic abuse
in their romantic relationships. With appropriate
awareness and training when they enter their first
romantic relationships, girls can learn how to resist
the development of abusive patterns.

RMIT University has therefore launched a secure,
anonymous, online survey to find out what types of
help girls who are at risk of chronic socia and
emotional abuse might need in order to take more
positive control over the course of their romantic
relationships. This online study congtitutes Phase One
of the Gafe in Romantic RelationshipscProject. Phase
Two will involve the development and evaluation of
an empowerment-oriented program for girls, based on
the results obtained in Phase One.

The input of adolescent girls and young women who
have experienced healthy and/or unhealthy romantic
relationships is crucial. Therefore, all young women
aged 16 to 25 years who have had any type of
romantic relationship experience are invited to
contribute their views and experiences online until the
end of 2008. This study does NOT seek to obtain
information pertaining to sexual, illegal or violent
behaviour. Instead, young women® perceptions about
a number of specific "warning sign" partner
behaviours are being sought. Participation in the
online phase of the &afe in Romantic Relationships©
Project is open to al young women aged 16 to 25
years, but girls aged less than 18 years should only
participate with the consent of a parent or guardian.
For more information, or to contribute to this study,
visit www.rmit.edu.auw/psychol ogy/safe-rel ationships.
Alternatively, feel free to send a question to Kylie at
safe-rel ationships@rmit.edu.au




Key Dates 2008

October State Final Senior Cricket
Thursday 16" Music Information Night - year 7, 2009
Friday 17" Year 10 OED Canoeing —All day
World Challenge Vietnam, Parent Information Session 4.00-8.00pm
Tuesday 21% State Athletics
College Council 7.30pm
Wednesday 22™ Last Class Day Year 12
Fina College Assembly Year 12
Vocal Night 7.30pm
Thursday 23 Year 12 End of Year Excursion
Brass Recital Period 4
Past Students 20 Year Reunion 7.00pm
Friday 24" Y ear 9 Community Expo
Year 12 Valedictory Dinner
Monday 27" Brass AMEB exams
Wednesday 29" Southern Metro Band Festival
Thursday 31% Yr 12 Exams Start
Yr 7 Zoo visit
Yr 8 Healesville visit
Yr 9 Law Matters Excursion
November Staff Professional Development Day
Monday 3rd Student Free Day
Tuesday 4" Melbourne Cup Day
Wednesday 5" R M Malcolm Awards
Thursday 6" Band Night
Friday 7" Yr 7,8, & Interim Cricket Finals
Tuesday 11" College Assembly
Parents & Friends final meeting
Yr 11 Last Day
Wednesday 12 Beachside Alternative Sports Day
Thursday 13" Yr 11 Exams Commence
Monday 17" Interm. State Cricket Semi Finals
Yr 7 State Hockey
Tuesday 18" Interm. State Hockey
Wednesday 19" Interm. State Cricket
Yr 8 State Hockey
Friday 21% Yr 12 Exams End
Monday 24" Yr 12 Orientation
Yr 9& 10 Exams Commence
Yr 7,8 & Interm. State Squash
Tuesday 25" Yr 7,8 & Interm. State Tabletennis
Wednesday 26" Yr 7, 8 & Interm. State Basketball
Thursday 27" Yr 7 & 8 State Volleyball
Presentation Night 7.30pm
Friday 28" Report Writing Day
Decembtﬁr Yr 9 OED Surfing all day
Friday 5
Tuesday 9" Yr 6 Orientation Day
College Council
Friday 19" L ast Day




Invitesyou to a night at the movies at the DENDY BRIGHTON
Thursday October 23rd

to see

George Clooney plays a hired killer in this spy
caper about a Cl A agent who loses the disc of the book heiswriting in

which hetells all about the agency's secret dealings. Also stars Brad Pitt and Tilda Swinton

Parents and students and friends welcome.
Cost $15.00 - includesticket and coffee, tea and dlices.
Please make payments at the College Office using the dlip below.

If you require any more information please contact Julie Kerdel ph 0412 326 260
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