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This is the final week of school for Year 12 
students before they begin their exams. 
Much has been made in the papers and on 
talk-back radio of what used to be known by 
some as “Muckup Day” . 
Students at Mentone Girls’  Secondary 
College have a week of celebration, and we 
do not become involved in the outrageous 
behaviour that some schools have to deal 
with. The maturity and connectedness of our 
students to the school is exhibited throughout 
the week as we have a College Assembly, 
then breakfast for the Year 12’s in their 
fancy dress followed by an assembly run by 
them. They have a day altogether out of the 
College and have consistently behaved in an 
impeccable manner all week. The 
Valedictory Dinner is an emotional event as 
students pass from our support and nurturing 
on to their tertiary study. I have no doubts 
that students will do us proud again this year. 
The rest of the school is focussed on 
completion of second semester’s work before 
we begin the MAAP program to give all 
students a head start for 2010. 
A group of students worked with Ms. Cohen 
to produce news stories about their school 
for the Leader Newspapers. These will be 
featured in the Mordialloc Chelsea Leader 
this week, and are an impressive collection 
of reports. Well done to the girls and Ms. 
Cohen for putting it all together in a very 
short timeframe. 
Congratulations to Lucy McPhate, Year 12, 
who has won the Roy Ward Scholarship for 
2009. All girls should be on the lookout for 
scholarships that could help them at school 
and at their tertiary study. 
 
 
 

Deborah M. Lehner 
Principal 

 
Letter from Coline Laurent, Year 9 exchange 
student from France. 
 
 
To Ms Moline and the 9C teachers, 
I have now arrived at the end of my stay in 
Australia, Tuesday was my last day of school at 
Mentone Girls’  Secondary College and I really 
enjoyed it, along with all the other days I spent 
here during these two months that have passed so 
quickly. 
I want to thank you, and all the teachers here 
who have hosted me and treated me as one of 
their students to make me feel Australian during 
those holidays. 
I learnt so much here, thanks to the teachers 
again and all the wonderful people I met who 
helped me so much. 
The experience I had was just wonderful and I 
will always remember every moment I spent 
here, this is how great it was! 
So thank you again for all you did for me, for 
lending me this beautiful uniform and for 
integrating me into this lovely school. 
I had one of the best times of my life here in your 
country and I hope to come back really soon! 
Coline Laurent 
 
 

Ms Bronwyn Moline 
Assistant Principal  
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This week has been full of emotion as we 
farewelled our year 12 class of 2009. The final 
college assembly began with the girls being 
applauded into the gym just as they were 
welcomed in year 7. Our college leaders Georgia 
Sheil, Rosemary Sheppard and Danielle Everest 
articulated with maturity and humour, stories and 
feelings from their years at the College. We are 
so proud of you all girls! 
We look forward to the 2009 Valedictory dinner 
on Friday night. This is a night of fun, dancing, 
reminiscing and emotion, and a chance to thank 
the committed staff. Thankyou so much to Ms 
Chris and Mr Bartlett who have ensured the girls 
have had a happy, positive and rewarding 
completion to their secondary education. 
We take this opportunity to wish all our year 12’s 
the very best of luck for their exams which begin 
Friday 30th October. Please ensure you check 
exam details and give yourselves plenty of time 
to get to school. If for some unforeseen reason, 
you are running late or there is a problem, make 
sure you contact the college immediately on 
9581 5231. Look after yourselves girls.  
Year 11’s last day of classes is Thursday 12th 
November and exams begin the next day, Friday 
13th.  Good luck to all the year 11’s, many of 
whom are also sitting a year 12 exam.  
After the exams, Year 11s are required at school 
for orientation for 2010 Year 12 classes which 
will be on Tuesday 24th November. Students will 
be able to buy English texts at the school on 
Orientation Day and this is the only day the Year 
11s are required at school from Monday 23rd to 
Friday 27th of November. However, as you are 
aware, Unit 3 classes begin on Monday 30th 
November and will run until Friday December 
11th. Full attendance is required. Any absences 
not verified as illness will be counted as 
unapproved absences for Unit 3. As 90% 
attendance is required to pass VCE Units, please 
do not organise any family holidays at this time 
as even overseas holidays are not approved 
absences by the college. 

Senior School Team 
 

 
Humanities excursion repor t 
On the 9th of October, 43 Year 10 students 
travelled to the Treasury Gardens in the city to 
participate in a guided tour of a model refugee 
camp. Medecins Sans Frontieres (Doctors 
Without Borders) gave us a detailed tour around 

the model campsite and explained to us what life 
is like for a refugee. Our guides were very 
informative and had had “hands on”  experience 
in refugee camps around the world, most notably 
Nigeria, Niger and Chad. The conditions they 
described were horrific and it made us appreciate 
what we have a lot more. We learnt about the 
refugees’  struggle for survival and the many 
difficulties they face each and every day. We 
were informed of the many diseases that spread 
throughout the camps due to the unhygienic 
conditions. The selfless work of the MSF helps 
to prevent epidemics of diseases such as cholera, 
malaria and dysentery. The MSF tries to make 
life as easy and comfortable as possible for the 
people who live in these conditions. In the camp 
there were representations of the types of 
housing and toilets refugees have to live with. Up 
to 12 people can live in a small hut – no bigger 
than a small garden shed. The refugees make use 
of anything and everything they can find to use 
in everyday life. They trade them for food and 
other necessities. Sardine cans are used as bases 
for gas lamps as well as children’s toys. Our tour 
guides had extensive knowledge about land 
mines and we learnt of the maiming of children 
and the loss of life due to these hidden mines. 
The excursion was a great opportunity for us to 
see what life is like for a refugee and we 
thoroughly enjoyed ourselves. 

Emma Samy, Emily Teape  
Ale Williams (10G) 

Student achievements 
Two Middle School students have 
been nominated and accepted into the 
Shrine of Remembrance Young 
Ambassadors’  Program. Ashlea 
Young, 9C, was nominated by Shrine 
education staff during a tour of the 
Shrine and Hana Dalton, 10F, 
completed her work experience at the Shrine. 
Each of the girls was chosen for her impressive 
relevant knowledge and enthusiasm. 
As Young Ambassadors, Hana and Ashlea will 
take part in ceremonies held at the Shrine, 
including Remembrance Day. They will also be 
invited to submit articles for Shrine publications 
and act as ambassador and spokesperson for the 
Shrine within our community and school. 
The Middle School Office and the Humanities 
department are very proud of Ashlea and Hana’s 
achievement. This is a wonderful opportunity to 
gain valuable experiences and represent our 
school in the wider community.  

Middle School Team 
 



 
Year  8 Camp 2010 
As you are aware, the Year 7 
camp to Camp Arrabri in 
Warburton was cancelled this 
year due to the bushfire threat 
in the Healesville area. Given the distress this 
situation caused, we are delighted to advise that 
we have managed to book the 2010 Year 8 girls 
into Valley Homestead camp at Ovens near 
Myrtleford in north east Victoria.  
The camp will be from 22 February – 26 
February and the girls will attend in form groups 
for three days and two nights. Activities include 
abseiling, swimming, cycling, a power pole and 
trapeze, a dual flying fox, an aerial obstacle 
course and a vertical challenge/free fall slide so it 
will be very activity based. 
We plan to mix up the activity groups so that the 
girls can meet and make new friends and share 
new experiences. It is also an opportunity for 
students and staff to get to know one another in a 
relaxed environment. 
All of the girls have been given a letter to take 
home about the camp and more details will 
follow closer to the end of the year. The camp 
website is www.valleyhomestead.com.au if you 
would like to have a look. 
Year  7 and 8 English Public Speaking 
competition 
Congratulations to Eleanor Rowbottom of 7E 
who won the Year 7 public speaking competition 
with the topic of ‘Why chocolate is the greatest 
creation on the planet earth’ . 
Congratulations to Stephanie Placzek of 8F who 
won the Year 8 public speaking competition with 
the topic of ‘Life is what you make it’ . 
The standard of all the speeches was extremely 
high and all participants should be commended. 
Music Information Evening 
It was terrific to see the Year 7 music students 
play for the incoming Grade 6 students in the last 
couple of weeks. Our girls gave the Grade 6 girls 
lots of advice about choosing an instrument and 
about life at MGSC. 
Year  7 Warball competition 
Currently all of the Year 7s are playing in a 
Warball competition against each other. The 
Middle School House Captains are organising 
the form competition which is being played at 
lunchtimes over the next few weeks.  
New gir ls 
We would like to welcome Millicent Johnson 
into 8E. Millicent has come to us from Bendigo 
and has settled in very quickly. 

The Junior School team 

Year  8 Hockey Team Repor t 2009  

On the 21 August the Year 8 hockey team 
travelled to Farm Rd to play a tournament 
against other schools. Everyone played 
exceptionally well, passing the ball nicely 
between the players. The scores were: MGSC 
defeated Cheltenham SC 3-0, 2-0 up against 
Sandringham College and 6-0 up against 
Mordialloc College.  
We have since played against Brighton SC, who 
played some extremely strong hockey and beat 
us 5-1. 
Congratulations to all of the team – especially to 
the girls who hadn’ t played much hockey before. 

Katelyn Waring 8E 

 
Wow, how fast this year has gone by, this week 
is the last week of the SRC for our Year 11 and 
12 members, so I would just like to firstly say a 
huge thank you to all of them for their hard work 
and dedication, especially our executive 
members. 
Early this term we were chosen to be 1 out of 6 
schools to be filmed by Amnesty International, 
an organisation that helps to raise awareness 
about, and protect human rights. The SRC had a 
special meeting in which we did two activities to 
raise awareness about two of their campaigns, 
one addressed violence and discrimination 
against women around the world, and the other to 
urge the Japanese government to acknowledge 
and apologise to the women who were forced to 
be ‘comfort women’  for the soldiers in World 
War 2. This meeting was filmed along with some 
other classes and the footage will be used in a 
DVD that is to be distributed to schools in 
Victoria and on the Amnesty International 
website. All of the girls did a great job 
representing the school and were able to think on 
their feet and gave great answers to any 
questions that were asked by the film crew. 
In upcoming news, the Mentone Fr iends of 
Manatuto is having their annual trivia night on 
Saturday the 24th of October, to raise money for 
the people of Manatuto, East Timor, entry is $10 
and tables or tickets can be booked by calling 
Carolyn or Rebecca on 9581 4735 during 



business hours or Lynn on 9551 0720 after hours 
for more information. 
This term we will be having a casual day in 
which the money raised will 
go to help the victims of the 
tsunami in Samoa. The date 
and theme are yet to be 
decided, so stay tuned for more 
information. 
Finally I would like to thank all 
of the SRC members for their support during the 
year, and a massive thank you to Mrs Liakos and 
Mr. McMaster, without whom, the SRC would 
not be running. This year being SRC President 
has been so much fun, and has taught me life 
skills I will never forget, so thanks also to the 
school for giving me this amazing opportunity. 

Danielle Everest Year 12 
SRC President 

 
The Mathematics Challenge 
for  Young Australians 
results became available in 
Term 3. Approximately forty 
students from Junior and 
Middle school participated in 
the competition and were 
challenged with six to eight problems that were 
to be completed over a 3 week period. Students 
displayed excellent algebraic knowledge and a 
high standard of problem solving skills.  
The following girls were awarded their 
Certificates at College Assembly: Distinction  
Shwetha Ravichandran Year 8, Credit : Varsha 
Nayak Year 9, Isabell Kiss Year 9, Zeniya 
Vreugdenhill Year 9. 
There were also some outstanding achievements 
this year by the following students in the 
International Competitions and Assessment for 
Schools competition. 
The ICAS competition is conducted every year 
with students entering from Australia, New 
Zealand and the Pacific region, South Africa, 
India, Singapore, Malaysia and Brunei.  
The following 38 students obtained High 
Distinctions and Distinctions. These certificates 
were handed out at College Assembly. 
High Distinctions 
Year 7 Lucy Dixon, Meaghan Munro, 
Alicia Vardoulakis 
Year 8 Michelle Choi 
Year 9 Lucy Kenny 
Distinctions 
Year 7 Samantha Baisas, Jemma Ford, 
Shari Hands, Michelle Huang, Marian Kesidis, 
Fariha Khan, Amy Learmont, Janet Li,  

Amber McHenry, Davin Park, Tess Scott, 
Melissa Truong, Elly Warren 
Year 8 Sneha Balse, Maddison Bousattout,  
Silvie Bui Hoang, Evelyn Clark, Annabel 
Harding, Tahli Howard, Jade McKenna,  
Shwetha Ravichandran, Kirstin Roode,  
Iman Tran, Jessica Trieu, Carlyn Williams 
Year 9  Annie-Rose Field, Ainslie Warner 
Year 10 Suelyn  Van Den Helm,  
 Kalpana Sivakumar 
Year 11 Kellen Huang, Jennifer Kemp,  
Yvonne Khau, Caitlyn Platt 
We also had 167 students who received Credits 
and their certificates will be given out at Level 
Assemblies. 
Congratulations to all students who participated 
in these competitions. The Mathematics Domain 
will again be running The Mathematics 
Challenge and ICAS Competitions in 2010 for 
our Mathematics students in Years 7 to 12.We 
encourage all students to take part in the 
competitions in 2010 !  

Martine McLeod 
Mathematics Domain Leader 

 
Southern Zone Athletics 
We had 24 students competing at 
this level. Congratulations to all the 
girls who competed in Knox. We 
had many high achievers who will 
compete at State Level on Tuesday 
the 20th at Olympic Park. In particular the senior 
students have shown their wonderful 
commitment to Mentone Girls’  Secondary…to 
juggle exams and final week celebrations and 
compete at this most elite level….this is most 
admirable. Congratulations to the following 
students who competed at the Southern Zone 
finals accompanied by Mr Shillibeer, Mr Santos 
& Mrs Merrick: 
S. Baisas 7E, E. Sucking 7G, C. Ferryra-Bas 8C, 
J. Edwards 8H, N. Deacon 8G, T. Zakis 8G,  
G. Byrne 8C, M. Reid 8D, C. Bateman 9A, M. 
Gabb 9A, T. Dixon 10G, M. Cafarella 10G, A. 
Durham 10B, M. Smith 10F, R. Van Heeswyk 
11H, R. Deacon 11B, B. Whittaker 11H,  
A. Wallis 11H, E. Milliken 12E, M. Lee-Gow 
12D, H. Corbet 12B, C. Bennett 12A, S. Howard 
12C, A. Delaney 12B. 
Congratulations to the following students who 
will compete at State Level on Tuesday 
accompanied by Mr DeMunk: 
S. Baisas 7E, N. Deacon 8G, T. Zakis 8G,  
G. Byrne 8C, M. Reid 8D, C. Bateman 9A,  
T. Dixon 10G, M. Cafarella 10G, A. Durham 
10B, M. Smith 10F, R. Van Heeswyk 11H,  



R. Deacon 11B, E. Milliken 12E, M. Lee-Gow 
12D, H. Corbet 12B, C. Bennett 12A,  
A. Delaney 12B 
Intermediate Cricket, Year 7 Basketball & Year 
7 Squash also won the Metropolitan finals and 
will compete in the Southern Zone finals on 
November 10th. 
Year 7 Basketball will also compete in the 
Southern Zone finals on October 29th. 
Congratulations to all students & staff. 
Football 
Congratulations to Mr Bartlett and 
his Intermediate football team 
who WON the State Finals! 
Thanks to Mr De Munk who 
assisted on the day. 
Soccer 
Congratulations to Mr Taylor and 
his Intermediate Soccer team who 
WON the state Finals! 
Thank you to all staff & student 
coaches who ensure the Sports Program runs so 
efficiently and successfully. 

Kerry Merrick 
Assistant Sports Coordinator 

 
After a very successful competition Junior 
Debating has concluded for the year. Our three 
Year 7 teams completed their last debates on the 
Pros and Cons of using smacking to discipline 
children. MGSC Team 1 who argued for the 
affirmative narrowly defeated MGSC Team 3 
and MGSC Team 2 who also argued for the 
affirmative was narrowly defeated by Mentone 
Grammar Team 2. The Junior Debating 
Competition was held at Mentone Girls’  
Grammar and focussed on coaching students in 
the art of debating before sending off the teams 
from various local schools to compete against 
each other. I hope that the members of the Junior 
Debating Team will continue to compete in next 
year’s Middle School competition. Well done 
girls on a fantastic debating season. 

Adam Howells 
Debating Coach 

 
As we are propelled towards the end of the year, 
there is just so much going on at the moment and 
our diaries are filling up as the weather warms 
up. 
One thing not to miss out on is Susan McLean’s 
presentation on cyber  safety for  young people 
and parents. Susan is an ex member of Victoria 
Police who specialised in cyber bullying whilst 
in the force. She has studied cyber bullying in the 

USA and UK and the information she shares 
with her audience is chilling and thought-
provoking but above all, shocking. I was 
fortunate enough to attend a presentation by 
Susan last Thursday and it was EXCELLENT. 
Susan will be presenting at the City of Bayside’s 
Community Consultation Forum.  This is a 
FREE information and consultation evening for 
parents and community members to help develop 
the new Youth Strategy for 2010 – 2013. 
The forum will be held on Wednesday, 21 
October between 6:00 and 8:30 pm at the 
Peterson Youth Centre, corner of Highett Road 
and Peterson Street, Highett. Light refreshments 
will be provided. Please RSVP on 9599 4622. 
The ‘Door to Door’  program is due to commence 
on Thursday, 29 October and run for the 
following 6 weeks. This is the program which 
supports young people after their parents have 
separated or divorced. I have received very 
positive feedback about the course and am 
thrilled to be able to offer this to our girls at no 
cost. If you would like to register your daughter 
for the course, please contact me on 9581 5224 
and I will send home the application and consent 
forms with your daughter. 
Safety on the roads is a vital issue which affects 
our community and we all need to be aware of 
the danger of falling in front of an oncoming car 
as we run across the road. If you drop your 
daughter off in the mornings opposite the gate on 
Charman Road, please drop her off close to the 
lights so she can cross safely at the lights and 
walk to school. 
Last week, I had the pleasure of meeting 
members of our Parents and Friends group. I 
explained my role as Student Welfare and 
Wellbeing Coordinator and highlighted some of 
the programs the school currently implements, as 
well as those I’d like to introduce in the future. If 
there is an area of student welfare or wellbeing 
you’d like to see developed at the school, please 
email me at flood.karen.a@edumail.vic.gov.au or 
call me on 9581 5224. 

Karen Flood 
Student Welfare & Wellbeing Coordinator 

 

 
World Teachers Day 
The UNESCO-declared World Teachers Day is a 
great opportunity for teachers and students to 
participate in some fun activities. 
In Australia, Friday 30 October is your chance to 
say ©thank you© to teachers and show them how 
much they©re valued. 



At MGSC we will be running a range of 
activities to celebrate this occasion including: 
‘TeacherTunes’ , where teachers will be playing 
music from their generation/s across the school’s 
PA system at lunchtimes. ‘Pick that Report 
Card’ , an opportunity for students to read a 
selection of teachers’  report cards from their 
school days and try and match the report with the 
teacher. ‘ Inspiring Teachers Writing 
Competition’ , an opportunity for students to 
submit a piece of writing about an inspirational 
teacher. The winning entry will receive a digital 
blue video camera kindly donated by Learning 
With Technologies. 
Join in the celebrations, and perhaps, get in touch 
with a teacher you once found inspiring. It’ s 
never too late to tell someone how much they’ re 
valued. 

Kerren Diamond 
Director of Staff Development 

 
 
 

PROJECT ROCKIT 
anti-bullying story 
wr iting competition 

We©re thrilled to 
announce the following results: 
Second place: Maddison Bousattout, Year 8, 
Mentone Girls© Secondary College. 
PROJECT ROCKIT: Helping young lives 
really take off 
www.projectrockit.com.au    0432 973 035 
 
 
 

 
Call for  Help! 
It’ s a sign of the times!  
Our Canteen is experiencing a 
gradual loss of volunteer helpers, due mainly to 
work commitments. We would be very grateful 
for any help you can give – even if it’s only a 
couple of hours a term! Our times are flexible to 
fit in with busy family lives. Please consider 
lending a hand, as we would really appreciate 
some help. 
Give us a call on  9581 5225  
Thank you 

Val, Deloris and Jane 
Canteen 

 

 
 
 
 

 
YOU COULD LEARN A LOT FROM AN 
INTERNATIONAL BROTHER OR SISTER! 
 
climate change?  further education? 
cultural differences?  language? 
study habits?  careers? 
 
AND WHAT FUN TEACHING HIM/HER 
ABOUT AUSTRALIAN CULTURE. 
Carefully selected students will arrive 
February 2010 for 5 months from Europe, 
Japan and the U.S.A. They will attend 
local secondary school, are fully insured 
and have their own spending money. 
 
CONTACT :  1800 500 501 
email : scceaust@scce.com.au 
www.scce.com.au 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BAYSIDE CHRISTMAS CAROLS IN THE 
PARK 

Tuesday 8th December, 2009 
BRIGHT ‘N’  SANDY 

FOOD &  WINE 
FESTIVAL 

Sunday 21st March, 2010 
Bayside City Council wish to invite your 
students, families, teachers and extended school 
community to this year’s Bayside Christmas 
Carols in the Park, at Dendy Park, Brighton and 
the Bright ’n’  Sandy Food & Wine Festival, at 
Green Point, Brighton. 
If your school or community group has 
accomplished performers, a budding protégé or 
choir that has the potential and ability to perform 
for an audience of between 10,000 and 15,000 
people we would like to hear from you. 
For further information please refer to the 
‘program’  section of the Carols event website at 
www.bayside.vic.gov.au/carols and the ‘home 
page’  of the Bright n Sandy website at 
www.bayside.vic.gov.au/brightnsandy. 
Phone enquir ies : 9599 4444 
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Last day Year 12 
“Count us in”   
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AMEB woodwind 
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
2 
Unit 4 Exams 
 
Drama Incursion 
For Years 7, 8 & 9 
 

3  Melbourne Cup Day 
Unit 4 Exams 
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Unit 4 Exams 
 

5 
Unit 4 Exams 
 
Year 7 Band Evening 
7.15pm 

6 
Unit 4 Exams 
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Unit 4 Exams 
 
 
 
 

10 
Unit 4 Exams 
College Assembly 
 
Parents & Friends 
meeting  7.30pm 
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Unit 4 Exams 
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Unit 4 Exams 
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Unit 2 & 4 Exams 
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Unit 2 & 4 Exams 
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Unit 2 & 4 Exams 
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Yr 10 +  
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Yr 9, Yr 10 + 
Unit 2 & 4 Exams 
 
Presentation Evening 
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Orientation Day 
 
Peer Support Training 
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Orientation Day 
 
Peer Support Training 
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Year 9 > 10 
Orientation Day 

26 
Presentation Evening 
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Presentation Evening 
8.00pm 
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Year 8 Medieval Day 

28 
 

30 
MAAP begins for all 
2009 Year 7 – 11 
students 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


