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Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 
As the exam time progresses it is great to see 
students working as hard as they can. 
However, on Monday before Cup Day there 
was a third of our students not in attendance, 
even though the DEECD instruction was that 
state schools were to run as usual. Next year 
I would ask parents to ensure their daughters 
are in attendance on that day. 
 
The Malcoms Art Awards took place 
yesterday, with some outstanding work on 
display.  Congratulations to the prize 
winners: Vicki Karavasil, Lucy McPhate, 
Holly Van Maanen and Nicole Vaughan. All 
students and teachers should feel very proud 
of their work. Thank you to Malcolms Real 
Estate for their support of this annual event. 
 
Plans are progressing for Presentation Night 
on November 26th – if you haven’ t already 
booked your tickets through the College 
website please do so as soon as possible. It is 
always a great night where we recognise the 
academic achievements of our students as 
well as being entertained by a number of 
music ensembles. 
 
 
 

Deborah M. Lehner 
Principal 

 
Uniform 
From November onwards summer uniform only 
is to be worn. Girls need to take their blazer to 
Period 4 each day. (Period 3 on Wednesday.) All 
girls are expected to wear their blazer to and 
from school. On warmer days girls may wear just 
their blazer over their dress (no jumper) and on 
very hot days (ie over 30 degrees), girls may 

choose to wear just their dress to and from 
school.  
Road Safety 
We are still very concerned about the number of 
girls running across Balcombe and Charman 
Roads or crossing against the lights. We ask 
parents to reinforce the road safety message with 
their daughters. We also ask parents to take care 
when dropping off their daughters and use the 
designated drop off zones outside the school, 
rather than driving into the school car park. 
Important end of year  dates 
Please refer to the calendar dates at the back of 
this newsletter.  
Presentation Evening 
Presentation Evening will be held at Robert 
Blackwood Hall at Monash University on 
Thursday 26th November, commencing at 8pm. 
A rehearsal for girls in Years 7-10 receiving 
awards will be held at the school on Friday 20th 
November. There will be another rehearsal for all 
girls involved at Robert Blackwood Hall during 
the day on Thursday 26th November.  
MAAP star ts on Monday 30th November .  
All Year 7-11 students move up to the next year 
level and commence the first unit of work in each 
subject. This is important work for 2010. All 
students in Years 7-11 are expected to attend. 
Grade 6 into Year  7 Or ientation Day 
On Tuesday 8th December the Grade 6 students 
who will be starting Year 7 in 2010, will be 
attending an Orientation Day here at the school. 
On this day MAAP will run for all girls in Years 
9-11. Only selected Year 7 and 8 students will be 
required at school to help with the Orientation 
Day program. 

Ms Bronwyn Moline 
Assistant Principal  

 
Year 11s last day of classes is Thursday 12th 
November and exams begin the next day, Friday 
13th.  Good luck to all the Year 11s, many of 
whom are also sitting a Year 12 exam.  
After the exams, Year 11s are required at school 
for orientation for 2010 Year 12 classes which 



will be on Tuesday 24th November. Students will 
be able to buy English texts at the school on 
Orientation Day and this is the only day the Year 
11s are required at school from Monday 23rd to 
Friday 27th of November. However, as you are 
aware, Unit 3 classes begin on Monday 30th 
November and will run until Friday December 
11th. Full attendance is required. Any absences 
not verified as illness will be counted as 
unapproved absences for Unit 3. As 90% 
attendance is required to pass VCE Units, please 
do not organise any family holidays at this time 
as even overseas holidays are not approved 
absences by the college. 

Senior School Team 

 
Temporary changes to Middle School Office 
staff 
Mrs Meredith Hutchins, the Head of the Middle 
School, is taking leave during the remainder of 
Term 4. During her absence Ms Janet 
McCutcheon will be the Acting Head of the 
Middle School.  Ms Deborah McKay will be 
joining the Middle School team in the role of 
Student Manager for 9EFGH until the beginning 
of the MAAP program.  
Exam preparation 
With exams imminent, it is important that 
students are working at home on their revision in 
addition to their current homework schedule. We 
strongly encourage all girls in Years 9 and 10 to 
maintain a regular study routine over the coming 
weeks. This will enable them to prepare 
thoroughly for exams and end of year assessment 
tasks as well helping to minimise stress and last 
minute ‘cramming’ .  

Middle School Team 
Melbourne, a UNESCO City of L iterature 
Last year the Herald Sun and the Victorian 
Government invited students to participate in a 
competition designed to celebrate Melbourne’s 
status as a UNESCO City of Literature.   
Several of our Year 9 students entered the 
competition which required them to express their 
feelings about ‘My Melbourne’ . Recently, the 
judges have acknowledged those students who 
were shortlisted as winning entries.  We are 
delighted to announce that one of our students, 
Kalpana Sivakumar received an honourable 
mention for her entry. 
Kalpana is currently in Year 10 and we are very 
pleased that she has continued to use her ability 
to contribute to the College community. Kalpana 
wrote a most engaging article that was recently 
published in the section of the Leader newspaper 

which aimed to showcase the College in the 
wider community.  
The College congratulates Kalpana for her 
achievement.  

Paula Cohen 
Year  11 Orientation 
Year 11, 2010 Orientation is on Monday 23rd 
November. Unit 1 and Unit 3 classes for 2010 
begin on 30th November and continue until 11th  
December. Attendance data for 2010 will apply. 
Remember all VCE subjects have 90% 
attendance requirements. Holidays are not 
approved absences. 

Joanne Egan 
Senior School Leader 

 
Count us in! 
On Thursday the 22nd of October at exactly 
11.30am thousands of Australians participated in 
a performance of a song titled “The Music is 
everything” .  This event is organised to promote 
the importance of music in schools and is run by 
‘Music. Play for Life’ , the national campaign to 
get more Australians making music: in schools, 
communities, everywhere.  Why do schools sing 
and play music at 11.30 on that day? To create a 
Nationwide Celebration of the value of music 
education for ALL students.  A special thanks to 
Mrs Firestone who made it all happen at 
Mentone Girls’  Secondary College. 

Susanna Rummel 
Director of Performing Arts 

 
On the 22nd of October, 4 Year 7 classes and 1 
band participated in ‘Music. Count us in’ , which 
was a programme made to encourage music in 
schools. Mrs. Firestone taught 7A, 7C, 7E and 
7G the song “The Music is Everything”  which 
we sang accompanied by Ms Cook’s Stage Band 
at 11.30. It was great to see everyone involved 
and having fun while they sang. There were more 
than 100 voices in M2 on the day! 

Haylay Farnan & Nicki Lee 7A 
 
Year  11 Music Performance at Seniors 
Morning Tea 
On the 13th of October, we went to Mentone RSL 
to perform a set of three songs for a senior 
morning tea held by Isaacs MP Mark Dreyfus. 
The reception was wonderful and we had a 
lovely time. The experience gave us the chance 
to perform our best level and improved our 
confidence as musicians. We are thankful to Mrs 
Rummel for giving us the wonderful opportunity 
to perform our music for entertainment and to all 
the seniors for giving us their warm welcome. 



We hope to perform in the future at different 
places. Thank you. 

Samantha Fredman & Mona Micua 

 
Southern Metropolitan Region Spor t Awards 
Congratulations to: 
Hannah Stuart and Candy Ferreyra Bas. They 
both will receive the Southern Metropolitan 
Region 2009 Sports Award at a ceremony at the 
Frankston Arts Centre.  This award will highlight 
their outstanding sporting achievements 2008-
2009. 
State Athletic Finals 
Mentone Girl’ s Secondary had 24 students 
compete in the finals at Olympic Park. All girls 
did very well with some outstanding 
achievements. 
Congratulations to: 
·  1st Nicola Deacon -100 metre hurdles setting a 

new record 14.26 
·  1st  14 year relay. Congratulations to Nicola 

Deacon, Tia Zakis, Georgia Byrne &Maddy Reid 
·  2nd Tegan Dixon -high jump  
·  2nd Tegan Dixon -triple jump 
·  3rd Maddie Lee- Gow-100 metre hurdles 
·  3rd Nicola Deacon -14 years long jump  
·  4th Tegan Dixon- 15 year 100 metre 
·  4th  Emma Milliken -1500 metre 
·  4th 16 year relay 
·  4th Maddie Lee-Gow- triple jump 

 
Thankyou Mr DeMunk for accompanying them 
on the day. 
Year  7 Basketball 
The girls will be competing in the State finals 
later this month. Thankyou: Misses Mitchell, 
Holder & Jarvis who all assisted in the team’s 
preparation. Thankyou also to student coaches: 
Courtney Bateman, Ainsley Warner, Pip Atkins 
& Daisy Kinsey.  
Aerobics 
Well done to the Aerobics girls who competed 
last Saturday’s Spring Challenge.Thankyou to 
Miss Holder & Miss Holman. 
Golf 
Congratulations to Evelyn Clark. who was placed 
2nd in the State finals. Thankyou Miss Holder for 
accompanying her. 

Kerry Merrick 
Assistant Sports Coordinator 

 

 
On Thursday the 15th of October the entire SRC 
came together for the last time before the 
departure of the senior girls and executive team. 
Mrs Liakos and Mr McMaster provided us all 

with a lovely thank you pizza lunch and to hold 
elections for the temporary Year 10 executive 
team who would help take charge of the SRC for 
the rest of the year. It was great to see how well 
the girls from across all year levels socialized in 
a non-formal matter and just had a nice time 
together. The speeches and selections were made 
and Kerri-Anne Hempshall was elected treasurer, 
Karishma Simadri, secretary and myself, Tara 
Callahan president. Straight away after elections 
the new executive team got into action and we 
planned the next casual day which is to be on 
Wednesday the 9th of December during MAAP. 
Our first meeting as a middle and junior school 
SRC team was on Thursday 29th of October 
where we successfully came to the decision of 
the theme of the casual dress day, Christmas 
and the Festive season (for those who don©t 
celebrate christmas). Gold coin donations will be 
collected as per usual for casual dress and Mr 
Whippy has been arranged to come on this day 
who will also donate 20% of his day’s profits to 
a charity of our choice. In due course over the 
next few weeks we plan to set up a Toy 
Appeal and Food Drive which we hope students, 
their families, and staff alike will 
donate generously, as all funds raised and gifts 
obtained will be given to The Salvation Army. 
More information will be available on this soon. 
With Remembrance Day coming up on the 11th 
of November, students from the SRC are selling 
poppies around the school yard before school and 
throughout the day, so don©t forget to look out for 
this. The SRC have also recently donated $500 
to help the victims of the Asian Pacific 
emergency relief fund. We are proud to be so 
actively involved in charity work but we know as 
the SRC  it is not to be our prime function, so we 
will also be focusing on intraschool issues and 
activities. Our next meeting will be on Thursday 
the 12th of November. Looking forward to 
seeing the team there. 

Tara Callahan  
SRC Year 10 Middle School President 2009 

 
 

 
Teenage dr inking and alcohol abuse 
Teenage binge drinking has long been recognised 
as a problem amongst our youth but the age at 
which young people should drink their first 
alcoholic drink is currently being hotly debated.  
Advertising campaigns are highlighting the 
dangers of drinking alcohol too early and there is 
growing pressure to increase the legal drinking 
age from 18 to 21 years of age. 



The following article, written by Michael Grose, 
 highlights some of these issues. 
New help for parents who want to 

delay the age of their kids’ drinking 

As you know, I’ve been writing for some months about 

the need for a new approach to teenage drinking. The 

harm minimization approach to drinking, so popular 

over the past decade, is inappropriate given all that we 

know about the teen brain. 

Recent brain research has provided solid evidence 

that the developing teen brain and alcohol don’t mix. 

The younger that kids start drinking, the greater the 

likelihood they are to be addicted to alcohol.  No 

alcohol for kids as long as possible is the new 

message for parents. In many ways, this is a hard 

message to sell to parents as alcohol is so ingrained in 

youth culture that saying no to young people’s 

requests can seem like fighting against the inevitable. 

“They are going to drink anyway so what’s the point 

saying no?” is a common attitude. 

Now there is a great solution for Australian parents 

looking to educate their children and young people 

about responsible drinking. Drinkwise Australia, an 

evidence-based, not for profit organization, 

has launched a brand new, fully interactive 

website  to give parents access to facts and 

expert advice about kids and drinking. The 

website, DrinkWise.com.au, is part of the 

KIDS AND ALCOHOL DON’T MIX campaign 

that you may have seen advertised on 

television recently.   

The website is fantastic! I thoroughly 

recommend it to all parents and urge both 

primary and secondary schools to inform 

their parent communities about it.  Parents 

can go online and select their child’s age 

and get a comprehensive list of common 

questions and discussion points related to 

their child’s particular age group. Information is 

organised in the following age groupings - 0-6 year 

olds, 7-12 year olds and teenagers. 

Chris Waters, CEO of Drinkwise Australia, said the 

website was developed in direct response to research 

which showed that over half (51%) of parents 

indicated that they had insufficient tools, knowledge 

and support to delay the age at which their child first 

started drinking alcohol. “We created a place for all 

parents, no matter what age their children, to go to 

with questions and concerns related to kids and 

drinking. From pregnant mothers through to parents 

with teenagers, it’s a dynamic, on-line community 

offering expert advice but also the opportunity to share 

opinions and initiate parent-to-parent conversations.” 

KIDS AND ALCOHOL DON’T MIX is a combination of 

the generational change that DrinkWise commenced 

last year with its successful KIDS ABSORB YOUR 

DRINKING campaign, which informed parents that 

children form their attitudes toward drinking from a 

young age. 

Check out www.DrinkWise.com.au yourself and 

make sure you let your parent community know 

about it! 

“ From The Alcohol Education 
Rehabilitation Foundation”  

The following statistics are from a report 
which appeared in The Age in 2007. They 
commissioned an online poll of 500 young 
people.  

To read the entire article visit : 
http://www.theage.com.au/news/national/alarm-over-
our-bingedrinking-
epidemic/2007/02/13/1171128980481.html  
 
These websites also provide useful information for 
parents : 
www.aerf.com.au 
www.salvationarmy.org.au/victoria 
www.parentingideas.com.au  
 

Karen Flood 
Student Welfare & Wellbeing Coordinator 



 
 
 

 
 

FIRST AID 
CERTIFICATE – LEVEL 2 

Cut your Level 2 First Aid training in half. 
This flexible delivery mode enables students 

to complete a workbook at home before 
attending the course, providing the theory to 

attend a one day practical hands on 
scenario based on training session. 

A 3 year Accredited Certificate applies. 
TUESDAY NOVEMBER 10. 
9.00am – 5.00pm approx. 

Cost: $99.00 
For further information and bookings, 

please phone: 
MORDIALLOC NEIGHBOURHOOD 

HOUSE 
9587 4534 
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Call for  Help! 
It’ s a sign of the times!  
Our Canteen is experiencing a 
gradual loss of volunteer helpers, due mainly to 
work commitments. We would be very grateful 
for any help you can give – even if it’s only a 
couple of hours a term! Our times are flexible to 
fit in with busy family lives. Please consider 
lending a hand, as we would really appreciate 
some help. 
Give us a call on  9581 5225  
Thank you 

Val, Deloris and Jane 
Canteen 

 

 
 
 
 

 
YOU COULD LEARN 
A LOT FROM AN 
INTERNATIONAL 
BROTHER OR 
SISTER! 
 
climate change?  further education? 
cultural differences?  language? 
study habits?  careers? 
 
AND WHAT FUN TEACHING HIM/HER 
ABOUT AUSTRALIAN CULTURE. 
Carefully selected students will arrive 
February 2010 for 5 months from Europe, 
Japan and the U.S.A. They will attend 
local secondary school, are fully insured 
and have their own spending money. 
 
CONTACT :  1800 500 501 
email : scceaust@scce.com.au 
www.scce.com.au 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BAYSIDE CHRISTMAS CAROLS IN THE 
PARK 

Tuesday 8th December, 2009 
BRIGHT ‘N’  SANDY 

FOOD &  WINE 
FESTIVAL 

Sunday 21st March, 2010 
Bayside City Council wish to invite your 
students, families, teachers and extended school 
community to this year’s Bayside Christmas 
Carols in the Park, at Dendy Park, Brighton and 
the Bright ’n’  Sandy Food & Wine Festival, at 
Green Point, Brighton. 
If your school or community group has 
accomplished performers, a budding protégé or 
choir that has the potential and ability to perform 
for an audience of between 10,000 and 15,000 
people we would like to hear from you. 
For further information please refer to the 
‘program’  section of the Carols event website at 
www.bayside.vic.gov.au/carols and the ‘home 
page’  of the Bright n Sandy website at 
www.bayside.vic.gov.au/brightnsandy. 
Phone enquir ies : 9599 4444 



 
 



Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  5 
Unit 4 Exams 
 
Year 7 Band Evening 
7.15pm 

6 
Unit 4 Exams 
 

7 

9 
Unit 4 Exams 
 
 
 
 

10 
Unit 4 Exams 
College Assembly 
 
Parents & Friends 
meeting  7.30pm 

11 
Unit 4 Exams 
 

12 
Unit 4 Exams 
 

13 
Unit 2 & 4 Exams 
 

14 

16 
Unit 2 & 4 Exams 
 
 

17 
Unit 2 & 4 Exams 
 
 
 
 

18 
Yr 10 +  
Unit 2 & 4 Exams 
 

19 
Yr 9, Yr 10 + 
Unit 2 & 4 Exams 
 

20 
Yr 9, Yr 10 + 
Unit 2 & 4 Exams 
 
Presentation Evening 
Rehearsal at school 

21 

23 
Year 10 > 11 
Orientation Day 
 
Peer Support Training 
 
Yr 7 & 8 regular classes 

24 
Year 11 > 12 
Orientation Day 
 
Peer Support Training 
 
Yr 7 & 8 regular classes 

25 
Year 9 > 10 
Orientation Day 
 
Yr 7 & 8 regular classes 
 
 

26 
Presentation Evening 
Rehearsal at Monash 
University 
 
Yr 7 & 8 regular classes 
 
Presentation Evening 
8.00pm 

27 
Year 8 Medieval Day 
 
Yr 7 & 8 regular 
classes 
 
 
 

28 
 

30 
MAAP begins for all 
2009 Year 7 – 11 
students 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 
 
 
 
 

1 
MAAP for all 2009 Yr 
7-11 students 
Parents & Friends dinner 
7.30pm 
 

2 
MAAP Yr 7-11 students 
 

3 
MAAP Yr 7-11 students 

4 
MAAP Yr 7-11 
students 

5 

7 
MAAP Yr 7-11 students 
 
 
 
 

8 
MAAP Yr9-11 students 
 
Yr 6� 7 Orientation Day 
(selected Yr  7 & 8 
students as required) 
 
College Council 7.30pm 
 

9 
MAAP Yr 7-11 students 

10 
MAAP Yr 7-11 students 

11 
MAAP Yr 7-11 
students 
 
Last day for Yr 10 & 
11 students 

12 

14 
MAAP Yr 7-9 students 
 
 
 

15 
MAAP Yr 7-9 students 
 
Night of the Eminent 
Australians 

16 
MAAP Yr 7-9 students 
 
Last day Yr 9 students 

17 
Last day for Yr 7 & 8 
students  
 
Reports distributed 
 

18 
Clean Up Day 
End Term 4 

19 

21 
 
 
 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
 

25 
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26 

28 
 
 
 

29 
 

30 
 

31 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 


