Dear Parents,

We are mailing this first newsletter for the
year so that you are aware of the fact that
these are available on the College website
fortnightly. A small number are printed for
those who do not have access to the internet,
and your daughter can collect one from the
Genera Office. Obvioudly, we are keen to
save paper and aso reduce the cost of
printing 1100 newsletters each fortnight.

Our College Council President has stepped
down due to other pressures in his life. We
have been fortunate to have had Mr Anthony
Marriott on Council since 2003, taking on
the role of Treasurer and then President. |
would like to thank him for his unstinting
service to the college over those years.

There are four vacancies in the Parent
category up for Council €election this year,
and | encourage parents to consider standing
for election. Nomination forms can be
acquired at the General Office after today.

The first term has begun very smoothly, with
girls getting into their class work
enthusiastically. It is pleasing to see girls
arriving at class fully equipped and ready to
work. The good habits they begin now will
help them later in the year.

Great news from Letsibogo GirlsHigh
School — Lungile Hlatshwayo (Lulu), our
exchange student who was with us in 2007,
was the top learner in Soweto in 2008. She
obtained eight distinctions in  her
matricul ation exams, scoring 100% in Maths.
Lulu intends to study Electro-Mechanical
Engineering at the University of Capetown.

Our Dux for 2008 was Alice Ghazarian, with
a score of 97.75. All students except 10 who
applied for Tertiary places got into a course

MENTONE GIRLS SECONDARY COLLEGE

Cnr. Balcombe & Charman Rds., Mentone. 3194
P.O. Box 52 Mentone. 3194 Telephone: 9581 5200 Fax: 9585 1012

NEWSLETTER

No. 1
12" February, 2009

in the first round of offers, and our mean
ENTER remained higher than most schools
once again.

| look forward to a productive year from all
our students.

Deborah M Lehner
Principa

Education Maintenance Allowance

If you are eligible for the Education Maintenance
Allowance (eg. Hold a current pension card or
Headth Care Card) applications must be
submitted to the College by 27 February 2009.

Application forms can be obtained from the
Genera Office of the College — and please also
present your current Pension/Health Care Card.

(see more detailed information enclosed)

Newsletter Distribution

The College Newsletter is produced

fortnightly and distributed on

Thursdays. College Newsletters have

always been available on our website,

www.mgsc.vic.edu.au. and will continue to be online

for all families to access, rather than hard copies. To

access the newsletter online, please follow these
prompts once on the website;

Select OUR COLLEGE (the drop down
banner at the top of the home page)

Then NEWSLETTER (In the burgundy
section on the | eft side)

Then Double click on the Newsl etter

date you are wishing to access

Some hard copies will be available at the Genera
Office for those families without I nternet access.




Captains Comer

Leadership Camp — On the 19" & 20" of
January Rosie Sheppard, Danielle Everest, Ruby
Wiles and | travelled to Melbourne University to
participate in a Leadership Conference. The
conference was held at St Hilda's College where
we were involved in many activities throughout
the two days, including a 6am work out, not
happy Jan! The Conference attracted many
schools. There were leaders coming from as
close as Cheltenham Secondary to as far away as
Geelong and Tasmania. The Conference was jam
packed with group challenges and projects. One
of the main highlights of the conference was
when dl groups performed their works of the
past few days to the leaders. Some were funny,
some serious and some inspired; it was a
pleasure to be surrounded by such confident and
hilarious people, most of whom we would not
have met if not for the conference. | know that |
speak for Rosie, Danielle and Ruby when | say
that the conference was a blast, there are many
hilarious memories of the two days, some of
which include rope and | adies dancing.

The team worked so hard to make the conference
flow, leaders from previous years volunteered
their time to be there, and the staff made a big
effort to accompany all 120 of us. There were
several motivational talks throughout the two
days,; the one which stood out to me the most
was given by a man from the Oaktree
Foundation. The Oaktree Foundation is an aid
and development organisation, run entirely by
young people under the age of 26. They believe
that education is the key to making lasting
change and breaking the poverty cycle. The
conference leaders were very supportive and
energetic people who enjoyed life and made the
experience unforgettable.
Georgia Shell
School Captain

College Matters

Student Conduct

My name is Bronwyn Moline and | am thrilled to
be taking up the position of Assistant Principal
with responsibility for student management. |
am looking forward to working with the students
and getting to know them. It has been a good
start to the year and | have been impressed with
the friendliness and helpfulness of the students |
have met so far. Nevertheless it is still timely to
remind parents and students of some of the
expectations we have of our girls.

Uniform

Blazers should be worn to and from school and
to college assemblies.

Bags should be the school bag with the school
logo.

Knee high blue socks are to be worn with the
summer dress, not ankle socks. (These can be
purchased at Costume World in Charman Road.)

Nose piercings and other facia piercings are not
acceptable at school and need to be taken out or
covered up.

Behaviour

On the way to and from school students are
representing the college and should behave in a
way that upholds the school’s reputation. This
means wearing uniform correctly, speaking
politely and treating other members of the public
with courtesy and respect. Sadly, | have already
received one complaint from a shop owner in
Mentone and | hope that | do not need to repeat
this reminder. | am sure all our girls know the
correct way to behave.

If any parents or students wish to discuss any
student issues with me, please contact me at the
schoal.

Bronwyn Moline
Assistant Principal

VCE Results 2008

| am pleased to report that our Year 12 students
of 2008 have achieved to avery high level.

168 students satisfactorily completed their VCE
a Mentone Girls Secondary College in 2008.
The school dux was Alice Ghazarian who
obtained an ENTER score of 97.75. 21 students
obtained ENTER scores above 90 and a further
31 students obtained ENTER scores above 80.
Over half of the Year 12 class of 2008 received
ENTER scores over 70.

The College median ENTER score was 70.45.
This compares favourably with median ENTER
scores obtained in past years.

Almost all students have received offers for
tertiary courses and details of the destinations of
the 2008 students are provided elsewhere in this
newsl etter.

The College results are outstanding and our
congratulations go to all our departing students
of 2008 on their success.

Simon Frazer
Assistant Principal
Curriculum

Ongoing developments in curriculum give the
promise of another exciting year ahead at
MGSC.



First of al | would like to welcome our new
Director of Curriculum, Ms Carol Duggan, who
comes to us from Patterson River Secondary
College. Carol will lead the Curriculum
Committee this year. The Curriculum Committee
is a group of dedicated leaders within the school
who meet on a very regular basis to review and
plan the curriculum offered to your daughters,
striving to build on the successful results aready
being achieved by students at Mentone Girls
Secondary College. They aso look at ways of
improving classroom practice to deliver a
stimulating curriculum, and review best practice
with assessment and reporting. As a new staff
member at the school, Carol has commented on
how very impressed she is with the degree of
professionalism and enthusiasm exhibited by her
colleagues on the Curriculum Committee.

During Semester One girls in Year 7 and 8
English classes will begin work on the Learn to
Learn (L2L) program which we have developed
in conjunction with our L2L Federation partners,
Cheltenham Secondary College and Parkdale
Secondary College. During this semester the girls
will complete the | Learner module before
moving on to Team Learner in Maths classes in
Semester Two. Based on the program devel oped
originally by the Cramlington Community High
School in the UK (now known as the
Cramlington Learning Village), the leader of our
program, Ms Lauren James, has adapted the
materials to suit our Australian context. Their
work within the program will enable our students
to develop a greater understanding of their
learning styles and learning goals, and will give
them the knowledge, skills and attributes to build
a suite of strategies to achieve more efficient and
effective learning. It is an exciting program and
we are sure your daughters will gain a greater
understanding of how to achieve their persona
best in their learning.

Within the next few weeks families will be able
to access Sudywiz — the new online learning
platform which will replace our current Intranet.
Teachers are developing their skills in the use of
Sudywiz and many have already commenced
utilising it as a way of enhancing their teaching,
and therefore your daughter’ s learning.

Students of Years 7 — 10 are about to commence
the process of developing their Personal
Learning Plans. This document will be devel oped
by each individual student to identify their
specific learning goals for the semester. During
the semester they will reflect on their progress
towards their set goals and feedback will be
provided to them by their designated teacher.
Their finished document will be included in the

Semester One reports and parents will aso be
asked to provide feedback to the student and the
school via this document. Time has been
alocated during extended form assemblies this
semester to explain and support this aspect of
Assessment and Reporting.

Finally, as you plan your family’'s year, please
remember that from this year onwards the end-
of-year arrangements at school will be different
from the past. We will commence the Mentone
Academic Advancement Program (MAAP) on
November 30" 2009, at which time all students
will commence work for the following year
level. Current Year 7, 8 & 9 students will
participate in a three week program finishing on
the 17" December and current Year 10 & 11
students will undertake a two week program
finishing on the 11" December. Attendance at
the program is compulsory. We will continue to
remind you of this throughout the year so that
there is no confusion, but if you wish to have
anything clarified for you in relation to the
implementation of MAAP, please fed free to
ring me on 9581 5200.

Jan Tallarida
Assistant Principal

Congratulations to the following students
and their families, who are the winners of the
Early Payment Incentive Draw! They have
won back their Consumable Materials &
Services Payment for 2009, plus a $100 Gift
Voucher for the student: Linnea Beer Yr 12
2009, Fern Junjae Yr 7 2009, Madison
Klusik Yr 7 2009, Elizabeth Sheppard Yr 7
2009, Jenny Tan Yr 8 2009.

Sentor School

Welcome back to all our Year 11sand 12s.

Can we add our congratulations to Ruby Wiles
who has been elected the Year 11 Vice College
Captain. She will join Georgia Sheil, School
Captain, Rosie Sheppard, Year 12 Vice Captain
and Danielle Everest, SRC President as our
College Leaders.

We are also looking forward to an exciting year
of sport, music and fun lead by our wonderful
House Captains:

Captain Vice Captain
KENNY Karly Funnell Bianca Robinson
JACKSON Michelle Kulkus Ashleigh Phipps-Nelson
MACKELLAR Maddie Lee Gow Claire Kenny
MELBA Genevieve Mayes  Mallie Scapetis




We would like to acknowledge all the girls who
have offered themselves for leadership positions.
There is such a depth of commitment and talent
amongst them. We are sure they will find ways
to contribute to our College and make these final
school years even more fulfilling.

We would like to welcome Ms Cook and Mr
Warden to the Senior Sub School as a Year 11
student manager and thank Ms Selir for her
fantastic support in the Senior School. Ms
Christopoulos joins Mr Bartlett as Year 12
student manager.

The student managers will have responsibility for
the following students:

Year 11

Mr Warden: Students- Alsinto Lord
Ms Cook: Students- Low to Zhu
Year 12

Ms Christopoulos: Students- Andrewsto Mayes
Mr Bartlett: Students McCreery to Y oung

Please feel free to contact any of the student
managers or Mrs Egan, the sub school |eader,
with any concerns you may have regarding your
daughter’s progress or welfare. The number is
9581 5231. This is the number to ring also if
your daughter is ill or missing school for any
reason. Please contact us on the morning of the
absence, including if your daughter needs to
leave school for an appointment. Your
notification will be recorded and you will not
need to send a note. You will be notified of
particular arrangements for absences from a SAC
within the next fortnight.

Year 12s have returned from their study
conference at Mannix College. The conference
encourages the girls to develop study and life
skills and helps build the positive group culture
so important in the fina year. The Year 12s
were fully involved in al aspects of the camp
and gained great benefit from the speakers and
experiences they had. Congratulations to Louise
Nelson who won the talent quest singing her own
most poignant composition. Thankyou so much
to Mr Bartlett and Ms Christopoulos for the
organisation and running of the camp!

Next Wednesday evening, the 18" February, is
the VCE Parental Information Evening. It is
particularly important to attend if you are a
parent of a Year 11 student. The Information
Evening aims to explain the VCE and VCAA
and College processes and procedures.

Finaly, we welcome all our new VCE students
to the College, particularly our Soweto student
who arrived this week, Khomotso Mashigoane.

We hope you will very much enjoy your year of
secondary education with us here at Mentone
Girls Secondary College.

Middle School

The Middle School would like to extend a warm
welcome back to all students in Year 9 and 10.
There are several new staff members in the
Middle School office this year, as well as our
new Assistant Principal, Ms Bronwyn Moline.
Working with Mrs Meredith Hutchins, the
Middle School Leader, the Student Managers for
2009 are:

Senior School Team

Phone: Forms Mrs Petra Witt
9ABCD

9581 Forms

5208 9EFGH Ms Janet M cCutcheon
Forms . .

Phone 10ABEFE | MsJane Wainwri ght

9581 Forms

5218 10CDGH | Mr Luke de Munk

For all Middle School enquires, or to report an
absence, please contact the relevant Student
Manager.

We dso have a number of students new to the
school who have joined the Middle School:

9A - Cartia Hart, 9B - Georgia Blyth, Jenny
Dang, Amy Nguyen, Kitty Nguyen, 9C - Sana
Wais, 9D - Ella Crabb, 9E - Marianna
Bousattout, Frances Anagnostopoulos, 9F - Ena
Plecic, 9G - Isabelle Zakharov, 9H - Faria
Ahmed, Amanda, Jayatilake, 10A - Lara
Bartaby, 10B — Corrin Pal, Christy Pretorius,
10C - Stephanie Jones, 10D - Kara Gellie, 10E -
India Ainsworth, Jemma Simmons, 10F - Sarah
Robson, 10G - Reem Aly

As well as welcoming al of these new students
and their families, we would like to thank all of
the girls who cheerfully volunteered to provide a
helping hand to their new class members, by
acting as ‘buddies’.

During this busy time at the beginning of the
year we encourage al Year 9 and 10 students to
take some time for setting their goals for the
upcoming school year. We are also placing an
emphasis on promoting independence amongst
students in the Middle School this year. At home
you can help to support the development of this
valuable trait by encouraging students to
communicate with the Student Managers and by
taking on the responsibility of seeking solutions
for their own questions and concerns.



Your daughter’s Record Book is a useful means
of communication with teachers. Regularly
checking it will help to ensure that it is used for
its correct purpose as well allowing you to keep
up-to-date with school activities.

Please also note that we do require al studentsto
use an official MGSC school bag. Coloured
casual bags are not an acceptabl e substitute.

75 MORE SLEEPS until the MELBOURNE
CITY CAMP EXPERIENCE.

Next term, Year 9 students are looking forward
to spending three days and two nights in the heart
of Melbourne, exploring our city®many cultural,
historical, educational, recreational and sporting
institutions.

The dates for the Mebourne City Camp
Experience are:

9A and 9B : Monday 27" April to Wednesday
29" April 9C and 9D : Wednesday 29™ April to
Friday 1¥ May, 9E and 9F : Monday 4™ May to
Wednesday 6™ May, 9G and 9H : Wednesday 6"
May to Friday 8" May.

Payment for the Mebourne City Camp
Experience, which will be approximately $250,
will be asked for in early March. If you have put
aside $10 per week since last August (when you
were first informed of the camp), you will have
dready saved enough. If you haven't yet
budgeted for this, putting aside $14 per day
should help. If there are any questions, concerns
or issues regarding this camp, please contact
either Mrs Hutchins, Ms McCutcheon or Mrs
Witt on 9581 5208.

Junior School

Welcome

A huge welcome to our new Year 7 girls and a
big welcome back to our Year 8 girls. We hope
they had a great holiday and are ready for a very
productive year.

We also extend a very warm welcome to three
very new Year 7 girls and 5 new Year 8 girls
who all moved into the area over the holidays.
We hope you settle in quickly and make lots of
new friends.

It was fantastic to see so many parents attend the
School Assembly on the first day and watch the
school welcome the Year 7 cohort into the gym
Junior School Team

Our Junior School team this year is:

Ms Jan Talarida — Assistant Principa to the
Junior School

Ms Gayle Steinfort — Junior School Leader

Ms Julie Ayers— 7ABCD Student Manager

Ms Galit Begleiter — 7EFGH Student Manager

Middle School Team

Ms Freddie Goldis— 8ABCD Student Manager
Ms Clare Selir — 8EFGH Student Manager

We are dl very excited to be working with the
girls and their families this year. If you wish to
contact any of the team, please ring:

Year 7—9581 5240

Year 8 — 9581 5244

Ms Gayle Steinfort 9581 5240
Ms Jan Tallarida 9581 5206
Absences

If your daughter is absent or leaving early or
arriving late, we would appreciate it if you could
ring the Junior School on the above numbers.
The numbers enable you to leave a message 24
hours a day and mean that you don’t have to send
a note with your daughter if you do leave a

message

SRC

2009 has begun, and again we are encouraging
all girlsto go for leadership positions throughout
the school. Leadership, especially being on the
SRC, is a lot of fun and provides grest
opportunities for everyone. You gain confidence,
meet people in all year levels and not only have
your say about the school, fundraising activities
and ways we can help in the greater community,
but be the voice of your peers as well. Being on
the SRC can aso give girls the chance to go to
leadership seminars with students from other
schools around the state. Having a leadership
position is a great way to get involved in the
school and learn valuable skills that are useful
not only in school, but in future careers and life.

The Junior School Team

L eader ship Camp

On the 19" of January College Captain Georgia
Sheil, Vice Captains Rosie Sheppard and Ruby
Wilesand | had the privilege of attending a 2 day
leadership camp run by the Australian Youth
Development Program, which included an
overnight stay at St Hildas College at
Melbourne University. While there, we met
young leaders from schools and communities
around Victoria, with some coming from as far
away as Mildura and Tasmania. The days were
filled with group activities teaching us about the
important qualities of a leader including
confidence, time and group management,
optimism, honesty, relating to others and
perseverance. We all learnt valuable skills, made
new friends and enjoyed a wonderful experience
we won't soon forget.

Danielle Everest- SRC PRESIDENT 2009



The Oak Tree Foundation

The Oak Tree Foundation, a youth run charity
organization for under 26s, are looking for
students in years 9-12 to become “Oak Tree
Ambassadors’. In becoming an Oak Tree
Ambassador, you can make a change to our
world by being part of a team which provides
relief to AIDS victims in South Africa and even
releasing women from dlavery in Ghana, all by
raising money and lobbying Government. If
interested go to www.theoaktree.org and click
on Volunteer.

Louise Mapleston- Year 11 SRC
Australian Youth Forum Event

The Australian Youth Forum will be held on
Friday 20 February 2009. This initiative is aimed
at providing young Australians aged 16-24 and
the youth sector with the opportunity to
communicate their ideas, thoughts and opinions
to Government on issues important to them. The
Australian Y outh Forum has a dedicated website,
enabling young people to have their say at any
time. This website includes discussions boards
on topical matters and announcements of future
forums and events.

On 20 February 2009 the Australian Youth
Forum will host its first multi-locational forum
between the Federal Minister for Youth, Kate
Ellis, and young people from across Austraia
Ten locations across al Australian states will be
linked by live video satellite so that young
people can lead and contribute to these
discussions.

The Australian Y outh Forum websiteis

accessible at http://www.youth.gov.au/ayf
Mrs Leah Liakos
Student L eadership Coordinator

BUSHFIRE APPEAL

Thank you to all the students who
donated money to the bushfire appeal
this week. Mentone Girls' Secondary
College and the SRC will be donating a
total of $6746.80 to the relief effort on
behalf of its students.

Maths

At MGSC we encourage students to participate
in  several activities, including Maths
Competitions. There will be no cost to parents
involved as this is covered by school levies. We
will keep you informed of upcoming dates
throughout the year. Girls in Years 7&9 will be

involved in the NAPLAN in Term 2 which
provides interesting feedback to parents and to
our school regarding numeracy levels.

Year 7—10 Mathematics students

In the first week of Term 1 al Mathematics
students in Years 7 to 10 received a Course
Description document and Course Expectation
document from their classroom Mathematics
teacher.

The document is to be used as a helpful guide to
you and your daughter regarding the VELS
Learning Outcomes that will be covered in their
Mathematics classes.

Please ensure that you and your daughter have
read this document and your daughter has signed
it and shown it to her Mathematics teacher in the
first couple of weeks.

Year 10 and 11 Mathematics students not
VCE Foundation Maths— Computer Algebra
System (CAS) Calculators

The Mathematics Domain has prescribed the
CASIO ClassPad 330 on the booklists for Y ears
10 and 11 in 2009. We redise these are
expensive items to purchase but they are
essential toolsin the Mathematics Curriculum.

Students in Year 12 need not purchase a
ClassPad 330, they are able to use their Year 11
calculator Texas T1 89 Titanium.

If you have any concerns please contact Mrs
McLeod on 9581 5221, or have your daughter
see mein Staffroom B.

Year 11 and 12 Mathematics Orientation
Programs

All Units 1 and 3 Mathematics students were
provided with an Orientation Program at the end
of 2008. They have been asked to complete
preparatory work that is to be handed in to their
2009 Mathematics teacher in the first two weeks
back to school. Please encourage your daughter
to submit this work which is valuable preparation
for her VCE Mathematics.

School for Excellence L ecture Programs

Intense workshop programs will be held in
March for Specidist Mathematics and
Mathematical Methods Units 1 and 3.

See your mathematics teacher for details.

Calculators

Abacus Calculators are again offering students at
MGSC their book listed Scientific, Graphics and
CAS (Computer Algebra System) Calculators at
these prices.



Casio FX 82AU @ $19.95 inc GST (Scientific —
2009 Y ear 7-8 students)

Casio ClassPad330 @ $175.00 inc GST (CAS - 2009
Y ear 9-11 students, (not Foundation students)

Tl 89 Titanium @ 198.00 (CAS -2009 Year 12
students)

Padded Case @ $5.50 inc GST

Special order forms are available from the
Generd Office.

Please ensure that your daughter’s calculator
has been clearly named, and | suggest that all
students using CAS (Computer Algebra
System) Calculator s have them engraved.

Lote

M athematics Domain Leader
HOST FAMILY WANTED - CAN YOU HELP?
From 8" — 30" March 2009
For a student teacher by name of Ms Marina Ishii
from ICU in Tokyo, who will be visiting MGSC
to conduct a teaching practicum in Japanese as a
Second Language.
Funds available to subsidise board & lodging.
Contact Allan Trigellis-Smith
LOTE Domain leader
9581 5200
trigellis-smith.allan.a@edumail .vic.gov.au

Music

We are looking forward to yet ancther very
exciting and busy year in the Performing Arts at
Mentone Girls' Secondary College. Please find
below the dates of events we have planned so far.
Events that are listed without dates, are events
usually organized by the Region or other groups
and we are waiting for confirmation of dates.
These dates will be published as soon as they
become available.
Most of the students seemed to have settled in
well, meeting their teachers and receiving their
instruments. All students enrolled should have
received at least one lesson by the end of the
week starting 9 February. Please contact the
Music Office (Susanna Rummel), if you have
any queries.

Susanna Rummel
Music Events 2009
Music Events 2009
Term 1
Feb 5 [thurs] Regional Music InfoX change (at
MGSC) 12.00 p.m.
Feb 17 [tues] Conductors workshop for House
Music (to be confirmed)

March 3 [tues] MGSC Past Students Association
International Women's Day Dinner

March 5 [thurs] International Women's Day
Assembly — Madrigal to sing set song for House
Music

March 6 LFri] House Music Launch

From 11" March on: Tuesdays, Thursdays and
Fridays— Lunchtime Rehearsals for House
Music

Term 2

Singfest

May 6 [wed] Vocal Night 7.30 p.m.

May 7 [thurs] Open Night 7.00 p.m.

May 13 [wed] V CE Recital Evening

May 15[fri] House Music Combined
Rehearsal/Meeting

May 20[wed] House Music Competition Dress
Rehearsal (lunchtime, period 4)

May 20 [wed] House Music Competition 7.30
p.m

June 4 [thurg] Year 7 Band Night 7.15 p.m.
Term 3

August 3 [mon] QPO[Kew] MGSC Jazz
Performances with Jet Big Band (to be confirmed
or replaced with RSL Gig)

Aug 19 [thurs] Winter Concert 7.30 p.m.

Sept 17 [thurs] VCE Recital Evening

AMEB entries close

Term4

Recital for Brass Students

A.M.E.B Music Exams various dates

Oct 8 [thurs] and Oct 13 [tues] 2 Information
evenings for incoming Year 7

Students interested in learning an instrument or
voice

Oct 14 [wed] Voca Evening 7.30 p.m.

Guitar Exams AMEB

Nov 5 [thurs] Year 7 Band Evening

Nov 26 [thurs] Presentation Evening Musical
Items to be decided

Dec 1% Fri Due Date for music levies for 2010.
Students will not be placed with ateacher until
levies are paid (to be confirmed)

Dec 8 [tues] Orientation Day Performances (to
be confirmed)

Dec 8 [tues] MGCS school instruments need to
be returned

Dec 17 [thurs] MGSC instruments available for
holiday hire [hire forms are available from
staffroom A]

Art

We would like to congratulate Nicola Beavan
and Amy Clemens on their selection for the Top
Designs 2009 Exhibition. Both students of
Visua Communication & Design in 2008, Nicola

Director of Performing Arts
Susanna Rummel



and Amy will have their Unit 4 Folio work on
display at Melbourne Museum as part of the
Victorian ~ Curriculum  and  Assessment
Authority® (VCAA) VCE Season of Excellence
program. Nicola has accepted an offer to study
Costume Design at the Western Australian
Academy for Performing Arts (WAAPA), having
enjoyed such a positive response to her Wicked
Witch of the West and Glinda costumes which
you may remember from last year® college
production of @he Wizard of Oz©Amy has aso
accepted her first preference for universty,
studying Communication Design at Swinburne®
Prahran campus. You can view their work, along
with other outstanding student work from across
the state in the subject areas of Media, Design &
Technology and Food Technology, from March
21st to July 12th. Admission isfree.
Jessica C Flamank
Visual Communication & Design

Sport

The VSSA will be sending teamsto participate in
the School Sport Australia Championships. If
any student wishes to nominate for a sport, refer
to the VSSA website at www.vssa.org.au for trial
dates, venues and closing dates or see Mr. Santos
in the Gym.

Careers

Destination Information for the Year 12 of
2008
| am very pleased to report that our Year 12 girls
of 2008 recently received a wide range of VTAC
first round tertiary offers. A breakdown of our
dataisasfollows:
148 students received VTAC offers (94% of
applicants, 88% of students)
103 students received a university offer:
ACU-9, Badllarat-2, Deakin-12, LaTrobe-1,
Melbourne-11, Monash-34, RMIT-6,
Swinburne-9, Victoria-19
42 students received a TAFE offer: Box Hill-
1, Chisholm-5, Holmesglen-11, Kangan
Batman-1, RMIT-13, Swinburne-6, Victoria-
2, W.Angliss-5
20 students received an Independent Tertiary
Institution offer
17 students received 2 offers (a
Commonwealth Supported Place offer and a
fee offer)
10 students did not receive an offer
10 students did not apply to VTAC
A breakdown of the types of courses offered is:
Agriculture, Environmental and Related Studies
— 1, Architecture and Building — 7,Creative Arts

— 23, Education — 9, Engineering — 3, Food,
Hospitality Management, and Personal Services
— 8, Hedth — 20, Information Technology — 2,
Management and Commerce — 29, Natural and
Physical Sciences — 20, Society and Culture
(includes courses such as arts, children's
services, justice, psychology, social science,
sport and recreation) — 43

* Note that those who were offered a double
degree have been included in two of the above
categories

The courses offered are diverse and varied which
reflects the interests of our girls from last year.
The courses offered include: Accounting,
Administration, Advertising, Architecture, Arts,
ArtgBusiness, Beauty Therapy, Behaviourd
Neuroscience, Biological Sciences, Biomedical
Engineering, Biomedical Science, Biomedicine,
Biotechnology, Building Design and
Technology, Building Drafting, Business,
Children's Services, Commerce,
Communication, Communication Design,
Costume, Counselling, Creative Arts Industries,
Culinary Management, Dance Teaching and
Management, Dermal Therapies, Education (P-
12), Emergency Health (Paramedic),
Engineering, Entrepreneurship, Event
Management, Exercise Science, Fashion Design,
Fitness, Games (Graphic Design), Graphic Arts,
Graphic Design, Hairdressing, Health Sciences,
Health  Sciences/Socid Work, Human
Movement, Human Resources, Illustration,
Information Systems, Interior Architecture,
Interior Decoration and Design, Journalism,
Laboratory Technology, Landscape Architecture,
Legal Practice, Liberal Arts, Live Production
Theatre and Events, Logisticg/Internationa
Trade, M anagement/Human Resources,
Marketing, Marketing/ Advertising, Marketing/
Event Management, Massage/Myotherapy,
Multimedia-Business Marketing, Naturopathy,

Nursing, Nursing/Psychol ogy, Nutritional
Medicine, Nutritional Therapy, Occupational
Therapy, Osteopathy, Photography,
Physiotherapy, Primary Education, Professional
Writing and Editing, Psychology,

Psychology/Human  Resource  Management,
Public Relations, Resort Management (Dive),
Resort Management (Marine), Resort
Management (Spa), Science, Socid
Work/Psychology, Sport and Recreation,
Teacher  Education-Early  Childhood and
Primary, Teaching-Science, Theatre Arts, Visual
Arts, Visual Arts and Design, and Wildlife and
Conservation Biology.

Some of the girls who did not receive a round
one offer are investigating courses which they
had not previousy applied for with the aim of



getting an ‘irregular offer’. Other girls have
already gained employment/trainee positions.

Student Welfare

Student Pathways
Welcome back to another exciting year. It is our
intention to print interesting and informative
information  regarding parenting in each
newsletter. By doing so, we hope to provoke
thought and to remind people that they are not
aone in the chalenging experience of raising
children to be happy, hedthy and successful
adults. A quick reminder that our monthly Parent
Forums will commence in March. More details
will follow.

| have distributed an article by Michad Grose
and also an interesting program for fathers (Pit
Stop for Dads) to al students. Please make any
inquiries directly to the contacts provided in the
flyer.

| am adways available to discuss issues or
concerns on 9581 5224.

LeeVergona
Student Wellbeing Co-Ordinator

Parents & Friends

Welcome to 2009. | am looking forward to
working with the Parents and Friends group this
year. With 2 committee members leaving us at
the end of 2008, | am on the lookout for new
committee members. Please consider being part
of this group in whatever capacity you are able to
commit to. Whether your daughter isin Year 7 or
Year 12 - thisis an ideal opportunity to become
involved in the school community and to support
your daughter’ s education.

The Annual Genera Meeting will be held on
Tuesday 10" March at 7.30pm in the Staffroom.
If you have any further questions, please contact
me on 9581 5200.

First Aud

Oral medication for students

A reminder to parents and students that all
prescribed medication should be provided to the
First Aid centre in a container that gives the
name of the student, dose and time to be given.
The name of the medication should be clearly
marked. Medication will then be stored in a
locked cupboard and accessed by the first aiders
when required by students.

Bronwyn Moline
Assistant Principal

Students are not to carry medication in their bags
or storeit in their lockers.
Please note that the First Aid centre does not
provide analgesics (i.e. paracetamol, aspirin,
ibuprofen etc). Analgesics will only be dispersed
to sudents if they are provided by
parents/guardians as above.
These instructions are in accordance with The
Department of Education and Early Childhood
Development (DEECD)

Sue Gravina & Fiona Ellul

First Aid Officers

Canteen

Please be aware that due to health food
guidelines set out by DEECD for all school
canteens, lollies are no longer available for

sale.
Uniform Shop

Helpers Wanted - We require another 1 or 2
volunteers to assist in the Second-Hand Uniform
Shop, for one (1) hour only, on a Tuesday or
Wednesday. Our hours are: Tues. 2.45pm-
3.45pm & Wed. 8.30am-9.30am. The second-
hand uniform shop is an excellent and essential
service. If anyone can volunteer 1 hour of their
time please contact Denise on 0412 911 283 or
Tracy on 0408 321 651
Tracy Howard
tracyhow@bigpond.net.au
Tel. 9580 7916 / Mob. 0408 321 651

Student Accideat Tnsurance

Parents and Guardians are reminded that they are
responsible for paying the cost of medical
treatment for injured students, including any
transport costs. Student accident insurance
policies are available from the private insurance
market.




Gmde Dogs Victoria

Opem Day

Located on Chandler Hwy, Kew (Melway 45B1)
Free Parking off site with shuttle bus service

Meet Wags the Dog and loads of our adorable puppies
for
Guide Dogs Victoria’s annual Open Day.

With Guide Dog demonstrations, live entertainment,
giveaways, show bags, competitions and loads of fun
activities for the kids, Open Day is a fantastic family day
out.

Entry via gold coin donation

Visit www.guidedogsvictoria.com.au for full details and
parking information or phone 9854 4444

Sorry no pets allowed

Bush Fire Relief Fundraiser
Sunday 15" February 8am-4pm
Truly Scrumptious, 4 Granary Lane, Mentone
All proceeds of food sales donated to the

Bushfire Appeal.

Thank you for your support
Bernadette Vaux

MORDIALLOC NEIGHBOURHOOD HOUSE
Mandarin Language for Beginners
Thursday: 7.00—9.00pm
February 12 — April 2 (8 weeks)

Cost: $90.00
Please phone Mordialloc Neighbourhood House
on 9587 4534
for enrolment details.
MORDIALLOC NEIGHBOURHOOD HOUSE
Anaphylaxis Wor kshop:

Tuesday February 17
2:45pm—5:45pm  Cost: $35:00
Asthma Management Wor kshop:
Tuesday March 3
2:45pm—5:45pm  Cost: $50:00
Payment must be made before Workshop dates.
NO CHILDCARE AVAILABLE
Bookings essential: Please phone: 9587 4534




Education Maintenance Allowance

The Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA) is provided to assist eligible families with the costs
associated with the education of their children.

To be eligible for receipt of the EMA you must:
be either a parent or guardian of a primary or secondary school student up to the age of sixteen;
and
be an eligible beneficiary of a Centrelink pension, allowance or benefit within the meaning of the
Sate Concessions Act 2004 or be a Veterans Affairs (TPI) pensioner or be afoster parent.

Consequently parents/guardians are able to access the EMA if they have a valid Health Care Card or
valid Pension Card.

The eigibility criteria must be met as at the first day of Term 1 (28 January 2009 which is the first day
for teaching staff) and Term 3 (13 July 2009).

The EMA application must be submitted to the school by 27 February 2009 for the first instalment
and 7 August 2009 for the second instal ment.

The EMA provides an annual amount of $221 for primary students and $443 for secondary students
and is paid in two instalments. This amount is split evenly between the parents/guardians and the
school.

Students turning 16 yearsin 2009 will be paid on a pro rata basis.

New EM A payment option for 2009

Commencing in 2009, the Department of Education and Early Childhood Development will introduce a
new payment option for the payment of the Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA) to parents.

Under the new system, eligible parents will have the option to receive the 50% *‘ parent portion’ of the
EMA payment directly into the parent’s nominated bank account, or as a cheque payment.

The 2009 EMA application form includes a section for you to nominate whether you would like your
EMA payment to be made to your own bank account or to receive your payment as a cheque (which is
the current arrangement). The banking details required will include the BSB code and the account
number.

Payment Amounts

I nstalment Portion Primary school* Secondary school*
One Parent $ 77.35 $ 155.05

School $ 77.35 $ 155.05
Two Par ent $ 33.15 $ 66.45

School $ 33.15 $ 66.45

Total $ 221 $ 443

Parentswith continuing digibility, who are paid thefirst instalment of 2009 thr ough this school
will not berequired to complete a new application for the second instalment. Parentswho
transfer children to another school after 27 February 2009 and prior to or on 7 August 2009, must
reapply at the new school for the second instalment.

EMA application forms are available from the school office.







MENTONE GIRLS SECONDARY COLLEGE
CANTEEN PRICE LIST - SUMMER TERM 1, 2009

* % * % %

HOT FOOD AVAILABLE DEPENDING ON WEATHER
ALL LUNCHESMUST BE ORDERED EITHER BEFORE SCHOOL OR AT RECESS
GIRLSARE TO USE THEIR OWN PENSWHEN ORDERING
NO FROZEN GOODSTO BE ORDERED WITH LUNCHES
ALL PRICESSUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

ROLLS, WRAPS & SANDWICHES

- Rolls20c extra Chicken (Fresh) 3.40
- Wraps 50c extra Chicken, Mayo & Lettuce 3.70
Buttered 1.00 Chicken and Coledaw 3.80
Vegemite 1.80 Chicken and Salad 4.20
Tomato and Cheese 2.90 Chicken and Avocado 4.00
Cheese and L ettuce 2.40 Salad - Tomato, L ettuce,
Cheese and Salad 3.20 Celery & Carrot 3.00
Cheese, Salad, Beetroot & Mayo 3.70 Optional - Beetroot, Cucumber
Curried Egg 2.70 Super salad (the lot) 3.50
Egg and Lettuce 2.70
Curried Egg and Lettuce 2.80 EXTRAS
Egg and Salad 3.30 Ham .80
Ham and Pickle 2.70 Coledaw .70
Ham and Tomato 3.10 Cheese .60
Ham and Cheese 3.20 Pineapple .60
Ham, Cheese & Tomato 3.50 Cucumber/Beetroot 40
Ham and Pineapple 3.50 Mayo, Relish, Pickle .20
Ham, Cheese & Pinegpple  3.70 Egg .60
Ham and Salad 3.60 Avocado .70
Ham, Cheese & Salad 3.80
Salmon, Mayo and Lettuce  3.70
Ham, Cheese, Salad, Beet 4.20
& Mayo
Salmon & Salad 4.20
SALAD PLATE (must beordered) $4.50  With Ham $5.00 With Chicken/
Samon $5.00
TOSSED SALAD TRAY $4.50 and Chicken/ Samon $5.00 FRUIT TRAY
$4.00
CAKES DRINKS
Jam and Iced Donuts 2.00 BigM’s 2.00/3.00
Coffee Scrall 2.40 Classic Flavour UHT Milk ~ 2.00
Mixed Cakes/ Slices 2.40 Plain Milk 1.20
Cake/Apple/Carrot/Banana 1.70 Just Juice 1.80
Cans 2.40
FRUIT (in season) Bottles 450ml 2.60
Apple, Orange Mt Franklin Water 2.00
Fresh Fruit Salad 3.20/4.20 Pump Water 2.40
Juice: Orange 300 ml. 2.00
EviaYoghurt & Fruit 2.20
Dim Sims 1.00 Sauce .20
Sausage Rolls 2.30 Hot Dogs 2.50 (available Thurs &
Frid.)

TERMS 1 and 4 : LIMITED HOT FOOD AVAILABLE



School Council Elections 2009

What is a school council and what does it do?

All Government schools in Victoria have a school council. They are legally constituted bodies that are given
powers to set the key directions of a school within centrally provided guidelines. In doing this, a school council
is ableto directly influence the quality of education that the school provides for its students.

Who is on the school council?

There are three possible categories of membership:

- A mandated elected DEECD employee category. Members of this category may make up ho more than one
third of the total membership of school council. The principa of the school is automatically one of these
members.

- A mandated elected Parent category. More than one third of the total members must be from this category.
Department of Education and Early Childhood Development (DEECD) employees can be Parent members at
their child’ s school aslong as they are not employed at the school.

- An optional Community member category. Its members are appointed by a decision of the council because
of their special skills, interests or experiences. DEECD employees are not eligible to be Community members.
The term of office for all membersis two years. Half the members must retire each year, creating vacancies for
the annual school council elections.

Why is Parent membership so important?

Parents on school councils provide important viewpoints and have valuable skills that can help shape the
direction of the school.

Those parents who become active on a school council find their involvement satisfying in itself and may also
find that their children feel a greater sense of belonging.

How can you become involved?

The most obvious way isto vote in the elections, which are held in Term 1 each year. However, ballots are only
held if more people nominate as candidates than there are positions vacant.

In view of this, you might seriously consider

- standing for election as a member of the school council

- encouraging another person to stand for election.

Do I need special experience to be on school council ?
No. What you do need is an interest in your child's school and the desire to work in partnership with others to
help shape the school’ s future.

What do you need to do to stand for election?

The principa will issue a notice and call for nominations following the commencement of Term 1 each year. All
school council e ections must be completed by the end of March.

If you decide to stand for election, you can arrange for someone to nominate you as a candidate or you can
nominate yourself in the Parent category.

DEECD employees whose child is enrolled in a school in which they are not employed are eligible to nominate
as parents for the school council where their child is enrolled.

Once the nomination form is completed, return it to the principal within the time stated on the notice of election.
Y ou will receive a Nomination Form Receipt in the mail following the receipt of your completed nomination.

If there are more nominations received than there are vacancies on council, a ballot will be conducted during the
two weeks after the call for nominations has closed.

Remember

Ask at the school for help if you would like to stand for election and are not sure what to do
- Consider standing for election to council this year

- Be sureto vote in the elections.

Contact the principal for further information.



Schedule4 Notice of Election and Call for Nominations

An election is to be conducted for members of the School Council of Mentone Girls Secondary College.
Nomination forms may be obtained from the school and must be lodged by
4.00 pm on Thursday 19" February, 2009.

The ballot will close at 4.00 pm on Thursday 5" March, 2009.
Following the closing of nominations a list of the nominations received will be posted at the school. The terms

of office, membership categories and number of positions in each membership category open for election are as
follows:

Membership category |Term of office Number of positions

Parent member From the day after the date of the declaration 4
of the pall in 2009 to and inclusive
of the date of the declaration of the poll in 2011

DEECD employee From the day after the date of the declaration 1
member of the pall in 2009 to and inclusive
of the date of the declaration of the poll in 2011

If the number of nominations is less than the number of vacancies, a notice to that effect and calling for further
nominations will be posted in a prominent position at the school.

Deborah M. Lehner
Principal

** NOMINATION FORMSARE AVAILABLE AT THE GENERAL OFFICE









Key Dates 2009

FEBRUARY Year VCE Information Night
Wednesday 18"
Thursday 19" Y ear 10 English — Alice Pung - Lecture Theatre period 4
Wednesday 25" Swimming Sports
MARCH
Tuesday 3" Past Students’ IWD Dinner
Thursday 5" IWD Badge Conferring Assembly
Friday 7" House Music Launch
Year 11 “Brainstorm” Incursion
M onday 9" Labour Day Holiday
Tuesday 10" Parents & Friends Assoc. AGM 7.30pm
Wednesday 11" Level Assembly - Sub School Leaders
Monday 16" Immunisations years 7,9 & 10
Tuesday 17" Year 7-12 Fancy Dress
College Council 7.30pm
Thursday 19" Leadership Training- College & Form Capts and Domain
Leaders
Friday 20" L eadership training SRC
Monday 23" Y ear 8 Cranbourne Gardens Excursion
Tuesday 24" Y ear 8 Cranbourne Gardens Excursion
Wednesday 25 House Assembly
Reports distributed
Thursday 26" Y ear 8 Cranbourne Gardens Excursion
Friday 27" Y ear 8 Cranbourne Gardens Excursion
Tuesday 31% Business Management Market Day
APRIL
Wednesday 1% Parent/Teacher/Student Interviews
Friday 3™ Last day term 1 Happy Holidays
Term 2
Thursday 23" House Athletics
Monday 27" -
Friday MAY 8th Y ear 9 Classes City Experience Event
Thursday 7" May Open Night
Monday 11" Year 7 Immunisations
Tuesday 12" Open Afternoon 2.00pm
Tuesday 12" - NAPLAN
Thursday 14"
Thursday 14" Open Afternoon 2.00pm

THE SANDRINGHAM SOCCER CLUB
ISNOW REGISTERING PLAYERS
FOR SEASON 2009
We have programs for both beginning and experienced players from age 5+ including a
women'’s league program
A Registration Day will be held on Sunday 22™ February 2009 at our Spring Street Pavilion
in Sandringham (Melways 77A12) from 10:00am—2:00 pm
For more information or to register online visit our website www.sandringhamsoccerclub.org.au

Please note that al new players must provide proof of age and all new players aged 11-18
must provide two passport-sized photographs. Registrations close on 28" Feb.




In July 2009, students, aged 15 — 18 years, from over 15 countries will be arriving in Australia to study at local schools for 5 or
10 months. Opportunities exist to act as a host family in a volunteer/unpaid capacity. Hosting can be on a temporary, short or
long term basis.

Host families help provide our students with the chance to study and experience life in Australia. Thisis a great way to learn
about another country and culture, establish alifelong link to afamily in another country and contribute to international goodwill.
If your family can offer afriendly, supportive and caring home environment, contact us today.

To learn more about this opportunity call Student Exchange Australia on 1300 135 331
or visit our website: www.studentexchange.org.au




