Dear Parents,

As the year draws to a close, we are running
orientation programs for students as they
move to the next level.

At the Orientation day for Year 7, 2009, |
mentioned to parents the importance of
parents, students and the school working
together in the best interests of all students.
Could | remind all parents that we do not
approve of students being taken on holiday
during term time, or having the day off for
their birthday or to meet grandma at the
airport etc. In 2009 | would like to see a big
improvement in attendance at all levels. At
the end of 2009 we will begin the program
for 2010, to assist us in helping the girls to
focus on their study for the entire year.

There are a number of teachers retiring at the
end of this year. We will farewell Acting
Assistant Principa Mrs. Judy Lielnors, and
Student Managers Ms. Denell Hasell, Mrs.
Julie Young and Mrs. Bronia Koperszmidit.
All our very best wishes go with them as
they move into a new phase of life.

Next year we will welcome new Assistant
Principal, Ms. Bronwyn Moline, Director of
Curriculum, Mrs. Carol Duggan and Director
of ICT, Mr. Ross Taylor. Therewill also bea
number of other new staff when we start
Term 1.

| would like to take this opportunity to thank
the wonderful volunteers that give up their
free time to assist in the canteen, second
hand uniform shop and various sporting
activities throughout the year. Their tireless
efforts are greatly appreciated.

Finally, areminder that all girls are expected
to wear their blazer to school every day. On
very hot days they may take it off to go
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home. Blazers will be required for all
College Assembles and excursions.

| wish al students and families a safe and
refreshing vacation, and look forward to
another good year in 20009.

Deborah M Lehner
Principa

Congratulations to the following students
and their families, who are the winners of the
Early Payment Incentive Draw! They have
won back their Consumable Materials &
Services Payment for 2009, plus a $100 Gift
Voucher for the student:

LinneaBeer -Year 12, 2009

Fern Junjae— Year 7, 2009
Madison Klusik — Year 7, 2009
Elizabeth Sheppard — Y ear 7, 2009
Jenny Tan — Year 8, 2009



College Matters

Urgently Needed : Host

Families for our South

African Student for 2009

This year we have enjoyed the

company of Jasmine Ngcobo

from Letsbogo Girls High School in
Soweto, South Africa. Jasmine has had a
wonderful year and much of the thanks for
this must go to the host families, the parents
of Mia and Fiona Ivey, Lucy Bashfield,
Laura Suckling, Jacquie and Kerri
Hempshall and Zeniya Vreugdenhil. We are
very grateful for the kindness and generosity
of these families who welcomed her into
their homes during the year.

Next year we will have another student, from
the same school and we are desperately
seeking host families to accommodate her
for awhole term or part of aterm in 20009.

If you are able to assist please contact Judy
Lielnors on 9581-5200 as soon as possible.
Student Scholar ships:

Advertised by the Department of Education
and Early Childhood Devel opment

Some students in the College may be eligible
and interested in applying for these
scholarships. Students are now able to apply
online for student scholarships. Thelist of 26
secondary school scholarshipsis available at
the following website
www.eduweb.vic.gov.au/scholarships.
Student online applications must be lodged
by Friday 23 January 2009

Sentor School

2009 Year 11 and 12 students have recently
completed their orientation programs for
next year. New school leaders for 2009 were
finalised. We were most impressed by the
calibre of the students who nominated for
leadership positions and the way they
presented themselves. In fact all students
were most responsible in the way they
conducted themselves during orientation and
look to be approaching next year with
purpose and optimism.

Congratulations to the 2009 College Captain,
Georgia Sheil and Vice College Captain
Rosemary Sheppard and aso to Danielle
Everest the SRC leader. We are confident

these girls will continue the fine tradition of
leadership at the College whilst putting their
own styleto their positions.
Your daughter has holiday homework for
each of their VCE studies next year and her
teachers will check her work on return to
school in 2009. Encourage her to set aside a
few days for the work and to complete her
English and/or Literature reading.
We look forward to seeing al Year 11s and
12s on Monday 2™ of February. Find your
locker, stack in your books, check your
pigeon-hole for your diary and timetable and
look for instructions for the day on display in
the VCE Centre.
Have alovely break everyone.

Senior Sub School Team

Junior School

Orientation Days

On Tuesday 9 December,
200 very excited Grade 6
girls spent the day with us.
They met their Form Teachers

and did lots of ‘Getting to Know You’
activities with their new form group.

At lunchtime, they met their Senior House
Captains, and in the afternoon they
participated in House Tabloid Sports. The
girls were terrific at meeting new people and
starting new friendships.

We hope they enjoyed their day. We know
they really appreciated the Welcome boxes
and the Welcome notes from the current
Year 7 girls.

The Year 7 girls going into Year 8 also
participated in a Transition Day on Tuesday.

The theme was ‘Kindness and Stand Up’ and
a lot of the activities focussed on strategies
the girls could use if they felt harassed or
excluded. The girls aso took part in a Trivial
Pursuit activity which was organised by
current Year 8 girls. '

A
N

Last Day

All girls are expected to attend
up to and including Thursday 18
December. At the end of the day,
they will collect their reports and
finish at 2.30pm.




Retirement

Ms Hasell and MrsY oung,
our Year 7 Student
Managers, are retiring at
the end of this year. The
Junior School would like to
thank Ms Deneil Hasell and Mrs Julie Y oung
so much for al their hard work and
enthusiasm and we wish them all the very
best for their retirement.

Verbal Combat Incursion

The Year 8 girls recently watched a play by
Brainstorm Productions on the different
types of bullying. Exclusion, spreading
rumours, verbal harassment, responsibility
and cyber bullying were some of the issues
covered in the play. Afterwards, a discussion
was held with the girls on the effects of
bullying on victims, and the lega
ramifications for the perpetrators. Follow up
discussions were also held in English classes.
A fortnight ago, the Year 8 girlslistened to a
talk by Cheltenham police on the dangers of
sending and receiving messages, videos and
photos on mobile phones and the internet.
The message that was constantly stressed to
the girls was that if the girls keep or send
photos or inappropriate messages on phones
or the internet, not only is it condoning
harassment, but it is illega and can affect
future travel plans or job prospects.
Happy Holidays

The Junior School team would like
to wish everybody a safe and
healthy holiday and we look
forward to seeing everybody
on Monday 2 February.

School Bags

Just a reminder that all girls should own and
bring to school a MGSC school bag. We are
noticing girls bringing Country Road bags
and various coloured bags to school. Could
you please make sure your daughter brings
the correct school bag to school.

Junior School Team
SRC

Congratulations to al students who were
presented with awards a this years
Presentation Night

The 2009 School Captans were aso
announced:

2009 School Captain - Georgia Shiel

C—P“z/ti"?inr/n s

School Vice Captain - Rosemary Sheppard
SRC President - Danielle Everest
These three girls along with the Year 11
Vice captain (to be announced) will be
attending the Leadership Camp at Melbourne
University in January. This camp is run for
student leaders from around Australia and is
funded by individual schools.
Any student interested in a leadership
position next year please see Mrs Leah
Liakos (staffroom B).
"I would rather regret the things | have done
than the things | have not."

Lucille Ball
Congratulations to the following 2009 Y ear
11 students who were elected by their peers
last Friday to be on the SRC next year :
Taylar Anderson, Anita Base, Kellen
Huang, Louise Mapleston, Gayathri

Narendra, Chelsea Preston, Vini Raman and
Tracy Trieu. Many thanks to all the students
who nominated for this position.

Leah Liakos

Music

Annual Music Stock Take
All musical instruments must
be returned to the school
before or on the 9" of
December.

Students who would like to hire an
instrument during the school holidays, must
complete the appropriate form and pay at the
office no later than the 18" of December.
Instruments will be available for pick-up on
the 19" of December.

Director of Performing Arts
Sport

Susanna Rummel
On Monday 24™ November at Gladestone
Park Squash Centre the Victorian Sec
Schools State Championship for
Year 7 were held in the sport of squash.
Five schools from Metro and Country
Victoria in Round Robin Comp who had all
won their own zone competed.
Mentone defeated Wangaratta, Maffra,
Brentwood and Northcote to claim the State
Title. The team was undefeated throughout
the whole season. This was a superb effort




considering the girls only took up squash at
the beginning of the year.

The team comprised: Aimee Schroen,
Candela Ferreyra-Bas, Gabi Puzzolo, Taryn
Daly and Dominique Delle- Virgini.

Thanks to Mr Luke de Munk for yet another
sterling effort as coach of a high performing
team. Not only has he worked hard
coordinating teams this year but he has also
successfully coached a number of units and
the girls have been inspired by his
knowledge and tactical acumen.

Student Welfare

Dear Parents/Caregivers,
For 2009, Mentone Girls' Secondary College
has become a member of the Michael Grose
Parenting Ideas Program. This gives us
access to valuable resources about parenting
issues that affect adolescents. We will try
and include these useful parenting ideas in
every newsletter throughout 2009 and ook
forward to feedback and further discussion
around these or any other issue.
Wishing you al a safe and happy festive
Season
Lee Vergona
Student Wellbeing Coordinator

Unifom Shop

We urgently need good quality Second Hand
Uniforms for sale to our new students for 2009.
Goods can be left at the General Office, clearly
labelled with name, address & telephone number.
Please make sure items are clean and in good
resalable condition.

Summes Readng A

The Summer Read — A reading
club for adults

Join The Summer Read program
and have your say on the best book
set in Victoria or written by a
Victorian. Wile away the summer days
reading from a selection of twenty books

covering awide range of genres from literary
fiction, crime, romance, fantasy, memoirs,
history and politics, sports, short stories and
more. Vote on your favourite book and go
into the draw to win a Sovereign Hill
voucher, packets of books, and other great
prizes.

Program runs until the end of February. Vote
online, by SMS, post to the State Library, or
a your loca Kingston library branch.
Reading lists, voting forms and books
available from your nearest library branch
now, or on line at
slv.vic.gov.au/goto/summer.

The Summer Read is an initiative of the
State Library of Victoria in association with
Victorian public libraries.

Book Review Competition —
Win a Talking Book!
Review one of the books
included in The Summer
Read list (see list at
slv.vic.gov.au/goto/summer or

collect a hard copy from your local Kingston
library branch) and be in the running to win a
Playaway digital talking book . Y our review
will be published on the Library website.
Competition runs from November 28" — end
of February. To enter go to
http://library.kingston.vic.gov.au and follow
the Book Review Competition link, or drop
in a written review to any branch of the
library service.










Key Dates 2008

December
Thursday 11™ Y ear 8 Maths Incursion
Friday 12" Y ear 9Drama Performance, Cheltenham P.S,
Monday 15" Unit 3 & 4 VCE results
Thursday 18th Report distribution
Last Day for Students, Dismissal 2.30pm — Happy holidays
2009
February Monday February 2" First day for students




