
 

MENTONE GIRLS’ SECONDARY COLLEGE 

Cnr. Balcombe & Charman Rds., Mentone.  3194 
P.O. Box 52 Mentone. 3194 Telephone:  9581 5200  Fax:  9585 1012 

 No. 2 
 26th February, 2009 
Dear Parents, 
 
 
At the closing of the call for nominations for 
College Council, three nominations were 
received and I duly advise that Ms. Monica 
Pound and Mr. Steve Carey have been re-
elected in the Parent Category. Ms. Lee 
Vergona has been elected as the DEECD 
representative. This means that there are still 
two vacancies in the Parent Category, which 
must be filed by a casual vacancy for one 
year. If you had thought about nominating 
for Council but missed the closing date, now 
is your opportunity to step forward and fill 
these vacancies. Please call me on 9581 5200 
if you are interested. 
We have kept a close eye on the bushfire 
situation, especially since Year 7 camps to 
Warburton had been booked. Advice from 
the DEECD that there are still weeks of 
potential fires due to the heat and wind has 
led us to cancel these camps. We know how 
disappointed students will be, but we will 
run some activities within the school to 
compensate. 
Congratulations to Hana Dalton of 10F who 
has been selected to go on the Premier’s 
Spirit of Anzac 2009 Study Tour. I 
understand the standard of application was 
extremely high, and Hana is one of only 9 
students to be selected. 
DEECD has advised us that if we were to run 
our Parent/Teacher/Student interviews the 
way we have in the past, they would count it 
as a pupil free day. Any school taking 
additional pupil free days to those mandated 
would incur penalties for the principal. 
Therefore, our Parent/Teacher/Student 
interviews will be held after the school day, 
and will run for 3 hours. Should parents have 
any concerns with this arrangement, I 
suggest they contact their local state Member 
of Parliament and express their concerns. 

Reporting to parents is an integral part of 
teaching and learning, and it is very 
disappointing that we can’ t give it the time it 
requires. Our Parent/Teacher/Student 
interviews will be at the end of Term 1, on 
Wednesday April 1st. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Deborah M Lehner 
Principal 
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This was the first council meeting for 2009 
and the last meeting for the council 
president, Tony Marriott. Tony has served on 
school council for 6 years and has been 
president for the last few years. We will all 
miss his organisation and humour at the 
monthly meetings. 
Apparently, there are still some places left 
for parent reps on the school council 2009. I 
would really recommend a role on school 
council to anyone. I have been a member of 
the school council for 3 years. During that 
time I have found that participating on 
school council has been very rewarding. It 
really does not take up much time at all and 
the monthly meetings always start and finish 
on time. I have found it a great way to learn 
about how MGSC works. Also, it has greatly 
increased my feeling of connectedness to my 
daughters’  education and school community. 
So, if you have ever thought that you might 
like to be a part of the school council please 
contact principal, Deborah Lehner, to 
express your interest.  
MGSC school council is a member of 
ASCIV (Association of School Councils in 
Victoria). Amongst other things, this 
association provides information on the role 
and responsibility of school council, as well 
as providing support for school councils if 
the need arises. 
The Annual Implementation Plan 2009 was 
presented at the meeting. This document 
outlines some very specific goals for MGSC 
this year. After further approval this 
document will be available at the office and 
on the school website for parents to check 
out. 
Other points discussed. 

·  Ms Flamank, has been awarded the 
Fellowship for Teachers and has 
gained approval to attend World 
Design Congress in Beijing. 

·  MGSC is part of the Bayside 
Network of schools; the networks 
have been recently re-arranged. 

·  A new fence along the Charman Rd 
& Balcombe Rd boundaries will be 
happening soon.  

Monica Pound 
School Councillor 

 

We were very pleased to see about 70 
families represented at our VCE Information 
Evening. As teachers and managers of your 
daughter’s post compulsory education we see 
this as a most important opportunity to 
convey to you some of the vital information 
to ensure a smooth, productive and enriching 
VCE. So thank you to all parents who 
attended and took the opportunity to raise 
issues and discuss particular concerns with 
us. 
‘Evolution of Dance’  is the theme for 
our Year 12 & 7 Fancy Dress Ball 
on the 17th March. This evening 
is a an absolute highlight on the 
school calendar with all the 
girls in both Year levels 
most excited about the 
dance-off between the Year 7 
forms. As choreographers and coaches 
of the juniors, the Year 12s spend many 
lunchtimes with their young ‘house’  
mates developing some important 
connections and ensuring a lot of fun. 
The girls have been advised that they must 
see Mrs Egan if they consider they may 
require Special Exam Arrangements for any 
external exams. If we need to arrange any 
variation in the sitting of the exams, such as 
standing and stretching, taking medication, 
arrangements for rest breaks etc., we must 
apply to VCAA with accompanying 
independent professional advice. Please ring 
the Senior School Office on 9581 5231 as 
soon as possible if you consider your 
daughter may require Special Exam 
Arrangements.  
This number is also the number to call for 
absence notification prior to 11:00am. Calls 
can be made at any time of the day and 
messages are logged to verify absences. 
Please make sure you indicate the reason for 
the absence so that student managers can 
determine whether they will be approved. 
We have been very pleased with the 
commitment shown by all the year 11 & 12 
students in their first month of school and 
look forward to a wonderful year.  

Senior School Team 
 
 



 
The staff in the Middle School hope that all 
students have settled well into their new 
form groups and electives. If your daughter 
is absent from school for any reason please 
remember that a phone call to the Middle 
School Office is greatly appreciated. 
Melbourne City Experience 
Last week a meeting was held for all Year 9 
students during which your daughter was 
given a payment form for the Melbourne 
City Experience. Forms and payments are 
due at the General office by  5th March. Any 
Year 9 student who was absent and has not 
received a form should go to the Middle 
School Office as soon as possible to collect 
one. 
The Night of the Eminent Australian 
Year 9 students have been working on a 
special research project in their Language 
and Society classes over the past two weeks. 
All friends and family of students in Year 9 
are invited to attend a special evening at 
school where this work will be presented. 
Please support the girls’  hard work by 
coming to see displays of many of our 
eminent Australians. 
Date: Monday, March 2nd 
Time: 7.30 pm 
Venue: The Reflective Learning Centre 

Middle School Team 

 
Japan Tour 2009 
The tour will be 
conducted from Friday 
11th September to 
Sunday 27th September 
2009. We will stay with families from 
Nakamura High School in the first week, and 
then travel as a Mentone group to Hiroshima, 
Kyoto/Nara, and Tokyo in the second week. 
All students who wish to take part in the tour 
must pay a non-refundable deposit – to 
signify commitment to joining the tour – of 
$2,500 to the school office by 4.15 p.m. on 
Friday 13th March 2009. Any payments 
made thereafter will not be accepted. 
We have had to limit the group to 15 
students. If more than 15 students have paid 
the deposit by the due date, Ms Moline, the 
Assistant Principal, and the two teachers 
accompanying the group will conduct 

interviews in the week following the 
deadline for the deposit to select the best 15 
applicants. In the interview students will 
discuss their studies, school life, and 
thoughts about the tour. Unsuccessful 
applicants will, of course, receive refunds of 
the deposit. 
Enquiries to Mr Trigellis-Smith 9581 5200 
trigellis-smith.allan.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 

 

Senior  Round Robin 
Well done to all who 
participated on Monday 
16th February. Mentone 
Girls’  won through to the 
next round in:  Futsal, Tennis, Volleyball, 
Softball and Basketball. A special thanks to 
Mr. Ken Montgomery for coaching our 
Senior Futsal Team. 

Dom Santos 
Interschool Sports Coordinator 

 
There is a vast amount of careers information 
and assistance available to young people 
today.  A great starting point is to read the 
Job Guide; a copy will be provided free to all 
Year 10 students in the near future.   This 
publication details information for about 600 
jobs – a description of the job, personal 
requirements, how to become qualified, and 
information about employment 
opportunities.  There are also university and 
TAFE brochures, booklets and handbooks 
about courses and careers which you can 
access in the Careers Room, at careers expos, 
seminars and Open Days.  In addition there 
are websites you may find useful.  These are 
some you may not be aware of – check them 
out: 
www.jobjuice.gov.au information on career, 
training and job opportunities 
www.myfuture.edu.au information about 
career development, the labour market, 
starting a small business, finding work and 
getting training 
www.jobsearch.gov.au  national jobs 
database; job listings, career advice, 
information about the future direction of the 
job market 



www.careersonline.com.au as well as job 
searches, this site provides career research, 
resume and job hunting tips 
www.seek.com.au a job research site 
including articles about how to develop 
resumes and find work 
If parents have any questions please phone 
me on 9581 5217, and students are most 
welcome to see me in the Careers Room. 
Forensic Medicine 
A career information session is being held 
for Years 10-12’s by the Victorian Institute if 
Forensic Medicine. It will provide insights 
into various career  options in forensic 
sciences. When: 12.30-4.00pm, Mon 6 
April; Where: VIFM Lecture Theatre, 
Coronial Services Centre, 57-63 Kavanagh 
St, Southbank; Registration (do it soon): 
complete the form available at: 
www.vifm.org (for the form see: Job 
Opportunities, then Careers Information). 
Info: 9684 4313. A second session will be 
held later. 
What About Hospitality?  
Tr ial-a-Trade is a fun and affordable 
opportunity for you to learn new skills and 
explore a range of career  options in the 
foods and hospitality industries. It will give a 
feel for the working life of a chef, baker, 
butcher, waiter, barista, confectioner or 
patissier as you collaborate with others to 
prepare a shared luncheon.  When: Sat 14 
March; Where: William Angliss TAFE 
Institute, 555 La Trobe St, Melbourne; Cost: 
$35 ($25 for parents, public attending lunch 
only); Bookings/Info: 9606 2111, 
info@angliss.edu.au, www.angliss.edu.au.  
Want To Be A Vet?  
If so, you may wish to attend VET-DAY, the 
Veterinary Science Open Day. This is a 
chance for future students to go behind the 
scenes at the Uni of Melbourne Veterinary 
Clinic and Hospital. Talk to staff, meet 
current students and tour facilities. When: 
10am-4pm, Sun 22 March (lectures for Year 
10 and above students will be held at 
10.30am, 11.30am, 12.30pm, 1.30pm); 
Where: 250 Princes Hwy, Werribee (Mel 
206, G5); Enquir ies: 8344 7357, email via 
http://vet-unimelb.custhelp.com, 
www.vet.unimelb.edu.au.����

Greg Feben  
Student Pathways 

 
A request from the Canteen for any 
assistance from mums, if possible, even for 
just 2 hours (12.00-2.00pm) (we would love 
11.00-2.00pm) for the first and fourth 
Monday of each month and the first 
Thursday and Friday of each month.  Please 
call Val in the canteen on 9581 5225.  Come 
and spend a few hours in a friendly 
environment. Your assistance would be most 
appreciated. 

Val Felsenthal 

 
I would like to invite interested parents, 
students and staff members to express 
interest in taking part in MGSCs eLearning 
committee.   
Our role would include developing an 
eLearning vision for Mentone Girls’  for the 
coming years and establishing ‘best 
practice’ , so that our students are best placed 
to utilise ICT in their further studies and 
workplaces.  
I would be delighted to develop a committee 
that incorporates parents, staff, students, 
local businesses and the community.  If you 
are interested in joining, please email Ross 
Taylor (Director of ICT) on 
taylor.ross.j@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 

 
PE uniform 
Students are reminded that they should not 
wear PE uniform to school unless they are 
participating in an all day sporting event. 
Student absences 
All student absences require a parent phone 
call or note. This includes absences due to: 

·  Illness 
·  Appointments  
·  Parent supervised sporting events 
·  Extended family vacations 

If you have any questions regarding these 
matters please contact me at the school. 

Bronwyn Moline 
Assistant Principal 

 
 
 
 



 
 

RESPONSIBLE DRINKING 
Alcohol is the most widely used recreational 
drug in Australia. The prevalence of alcohol 
use has increased in the past decade, the 
average age of first use being approx. 14 
years. 
As a parent, you still have the power to 
positively influence your teenager’s drinking 
behaviour even when your teenager has 
already started drinking. 
Come to a night with well known 
psychologist and parenting expert Andrew 
Fuller specialising in the wellbeing of young 
people and their families. 
Thursday 12th March 2009   7.30 – 9.30pm 

FREE ENTRY 
Venue : Sandringham Secondary College Auditorium 

Holloway Rd, Sandringham 
Enquiries : Shelagh Donaldson 9598 6767 

 or Barry Martin 9592 1010 

 
 

 

INTERESTED IN PEOPLE 
FROM OTHER COUNTRIES? 

HAVE YOU EVER 
CONSIDERED BECOMING A 
VOLUNTEER HOST 
FAMILY? 
Want to expand your knowledge of other 
countries, cultures, languages and cuisines? Then 
consider opening your door to an international 
exchange student.   
World Education Program (WEP) is looking for 
Volunteer Host Families for International 
Students arriving in July 2009. 
Students from Belgium, Italy, Brazil, France, 
Germany, and Switzerland are looking for 
families that are prepared to welcome them into 
their homes. 
These young ambassadors are looking for life 
long friends and a place to call home during their 
stay. If you would like more information on 
becoming a Host Family, please contact our 
National Office. Full support is provided to all 
host families and their students! Nikki Medwell   
Inbound Exchange Administrator, World 
Education Program Toll Free: 1300 884 733 
Email: wep@wep.org.au  
An information pack can be sent on request 
which includes student photos and profiles. 
It’ s easier than you think & a fantastic 
experience for all! 
 

Mentone Hockey Club 
REGISTRATION DAY  
Winter Season 2009 
Interested in learning to p lay 
hoc key or a lready p lay sc hool hoc key but 
want to lift your game to c lub levels please 
email:  
amcloughney@gmail.com 
or phone Andrew on 0400 673 618 

MENTAL HEALTH EXPO AND FORUM 
FOCUSED ON  

ADOLESCENT MENTAL HEALTH 
Brighton Town Hall 

Wednesday 11th March 2009 
Expo & Free Sausage Sizzle 6.00pm 

Forum 7.00pm to 9.00pm 
Speaker Dr Michael Carr-Gregg 
Renowned Adolescent Psychologist 

Admission Free 
All welcome – don’ t miss 
 this unique opportunity 

Enquiry: Roy Bird 9557 5856 &  
Margie Desmyth 9593 3543 



||INSIGHTS|| 
 
by Michael Grose - Australia’s leading parenting educator 

12 friendship skills every child needs 
 
Friendships skills are generally developmental. That is, kids 
grow into these skills given exposure to different situations 
and with adult help 
Kids can be picky about who they play and mix with. 
Popularity should not be confused with sociability. A number of studies in recent decades have shown 
that appearance, personality type and ability impact on a child’s popularity at school.  
Good-looking, easy-going, talented kids usually win peer popularity polls but that doesn’t necessarily 
guarantee they will have friends. 

Those children and young people who develop strong 
friendships have a definite set of skills that help make them 
easy to like, easy to relate to and easy to play with. 
Here are twelve essential skills that children have identified as being important for making and keeping 
friends:  
1. Ability to share possessions and space  
2. Keeping confidences and secrets  
3. Offering to help  
4. Accepting other’s mistakes  
5. Being positive and enthusiastic  
6. Starting a conversation  
7. Winning and losing well  
8. Listening to others  
9. Starting and maintaining a conversation  
10. Ignoring someone who is annoying you  
11. Cooperating with others  
12. Giving and receiving compliments 
Friendships skills are generally developmental. That is, kids grow into these skills given exposure to 
different situations and with adult help. 
In past generations ‘exposure to different situations’ meant opportunities to play with each other, with 
siblings and with older and younger friends. 
They were reminded by parents about how they should act around others. They were also ‘taught’ from 
a very young age. 

Arrested development 
The NEW CHILD grows up with fewer siblings, fewer opportunities for unstructured play and less 
freedom to explore friendships than children of even ten years ago.  
A parenting style that promotes a high sense of individual entitlement rather than the notion of fitting in 
appears to be popular at the moment.  
These factors can lead to delayed or arrested development in these essential friendship skills, resulting 
in very unhappy, self-centred children. 
Here are some ideas if you think your child experiences developmental delay in any of these essential 
skills or just needs some help to acquire them:  
1. Encourage or insist that kids play and work with each other: Allowing kids the freedom to be kids is 
part of the message here but parents have to be cunning with the NEW CHILD and construct situations 
where kids have to get on with each other. For some kids “Go outside and play” is a good place to start!!  
2. Play with your kids: Interact with your kids through games and other means so you can help kids 
learn directly from you how to get on with others.  
3. Talk about these skills: If you notice your kids need to develop some of these skills then talk about 
them, point out when they show them and give them some implementation ideas.  
Kids are quite ego-centric and need to develop a sense of ‘other’ so they can successfully negotiate the 
many social situations that they find themselves in.  
As parents we often focus on the development of children’s academic skills and can quite easily neglect 
the development of these vitally important social skills, which contribute so much to children’s happiness 
and well-being. 
Published by Michael Grose Presentations. All rights reserved. 
For more ideas, support and advice for all your parenting challenges visit: www.parentingideas.com.au 
While you are there subscribe to Happy Kids, Michael’s hugely popular email newsletter. 

PO Box 167 Balnarring VIC 3926 P. 03 5983 1798 F. 03 5983 1722 E. office@parentingideas.com.au 

 
 
 
 
 



�
�

MENTONE GIRLS' SECONDARY COLLEGE 

STUDENT LEADERSHIP AND RESPONSIBILITY POSITIONS 2009 

 

COLLEGE CAPTAINS 
 

College Captain:  Georgia Sheil 
College Vice Captain:  Rosemary Sheppard 

                                      Year  11 Vice Captain: Ruby Wiles  
SRC REPRESENTATIVES            
 
7A 
7B   
7C  
7D  
7E  
7F  
7G  
7H 

 
Ebony Robinson 
Amber McHenry 
Alicia Vardoulakis 
Julia Cole-Trim 
Eleanor Rowbottom 
Alexia Maroudas 
Melissa Lechte 
Shari Hands 

 
9A 
9B 
9C 
9D 
9E 
9F 
9G 
9H 

 
Ravina Perera 
Cemre Olcer 
Laura Hallett 
Nicole McLean 
Charlotte Kenny 
Lily Jenkins 
Lucy Kenny 
Zoe Hart 

 
8A 
8B 
8C 
8D 
8E 
8F 
8G 
8H 

 
Jemma Alkemade 
Lydia Foord 
Mikayla Rayside 
Kaitlyn Weekes 
Claire Gilchrist 
Stephanie Duggan 
Elisha Jordan 
Elizabeth Sleep 

 
10A 
10B 
10C 
10D 
10E 
10F 
10G 
10H 

 
Ella Sheldon 
Michelle Nebert 
Kerri Hempshall 
Jaimi Rayside 
Karishma Simadri 
Suelyn Van Den Helm 
Kate Bellott 
Tara Callahan 

  
SRC VCE REPRESENTATIVES 
Year  11: 
 
Anita Balse 
Kellen Huang 
Louise Mapleston 
Gayathri Narendra 
Chelsea Preston 
Vini Raman 
Tracy Trieu 

  
 
Year  12: 
 
Samantha Sleep 
Ruby-Jean Jenkins 
Matia Kuzma Floyd 
Emily McDermott 
Danielle Rancie 
Brianna Reynolds 
 

 

SRC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

 
President:  Danielle Everest 

Vice President:  TBA 
Secretary:  TBA 
Treasurer :  TBA 

 
Assistant Secretary:    TBA 
Assistant Treasurer:   TBA 

 
 

 
 
 



 

FORM CAPTAINS 
7A 
7B   
7C  
7D  
7E  
7F  
7G 
7H  

Lucy Cracknell 
Josephine Ivanoff 
Anjali Nambiar 
Victoria Panoussis 
Meaghan Munro 
Shannon Schubert 
Jemma Ford 
Abby Wilson 

8A 
8B 
8C 
8D 
8E 
8F 
8G 
8H 

Kiralee Lewis 
Tyler McKenzie 
Alexis Popovic 
Monique Kruse 
Carlyn Williams 
Vienna Schnell 
Mia Ruwhiu 
Shwetha Ravichandran 

9A 
9B 
9C 
9D 
9E 
9F 
9G 
9H 

Taslyn Govender 
Stephanie Van de Water 
Anna Howard 
Deniz Ozcan 
Isabelle Kiss 
Daisy Kinsey 
Jessica Ivanoff 
Tara Siemering 

10A 
10B 
10C 
10D 
10E 
10F 
10G 
10H 

Milena Fajdiga 
Lily Murton 
Louise Eti 
Sophia Ravenscroft 
India Ainsworth 
Christie Francisco 
Narelle Saunder 
Annika Higgon 

 
PERFORMING ARTS CAPTAINS  

 Choral Captains Instrumental Captains 
Kenny  Tamara Partridge 

Tilly Le Faou 
Sophie Zhou-Ambatsidis 
Daniella De Koster-Hill 

Melba  Helen Ferguson 
Charlotte Hood 

Ashlee Burn 
Jo Thompson 

Jackson
  

Lucy McPhate 
Tamara Romero 

Louise Mapleston 
Melissa Cafarella 

Mackellar  Samantha Fredman 
Rosie Sheppard 

Alahana Somerville 
Anna Howard 

 
MUSIC CAPTAINS 

      Captain Vice Captain 
Senior   
Middle 
Junior  

Isabell Clements 
Tamara Partridge 
Jayne Hackett 

Louise Mapleston 
Camille Acuna 
Iman Tran 

 
DRAMA CAPTAINS 
 Captain  Vice Captain 
Senior  
Middle 
Junior   

Natasha Margaritis – Yr 12 
Amelia Peterson – Yr 10 
Rachel Nagy – Yr 8 

Isabelle Ileris – Yr 11 
Elise Newman – Yr 9 
Aldana Cantavenera – Yr 7 

 

VCE COMMITTEE 
 YEAR 11  YEAR 12 
  

Rosanna Hall 
Rhiannon Dewar 
Carlee Palmer 
Eliza Bernau 
Brittany Davis 
Lily Cribbes 
Isabelle Stewart 
Khomotso Mashigoane 

  
Amanda Aridi 
Courtney Meares Whitty 
Helen Ferguson 
Jacqueline Vawdrey 
Kate Southward 
Lillian Marriott 
Samantha Dunne 
Stephanie McMurray 



MAGAZINE COMMITTEE 

Editors 
 
Kimberley Thomson 

 
Danielle Shannon 

Sub-Editors 
Khomotso Mashigoane 
Abigail Scheepers 
Katia Rapota 
Annabel Harding 

Polly Quinn 
Nicole Thomson 
Taryn van de Berg 
Stephanie Geschke 
 

 
 

DOMAIN STUDENT LEADERS 

 Senior  Middle Junior  
MATHS Nuwani Liyanaarachchi -Yr11 Melanie Peverill – Yr9 

Kalpana Sivakumar – Yr10 
Vinisha Siddulugari -Yr8 

ENGLISH Brittany Lord – Yr 12 
Franciska Szucs – Yr 11 

Hana Dalton – Yr 10 
Grace Mahmoud – Yr 9 

Ramona Long – Yr 8 
Stephanie Placzek – Yr8 

HUMANITIES  Sigourney Williamson -Yr10 
Emma Samy – Yr10 
Elizabeth Quan – Yr10 

 

SCIENCE Tamsin White – Yr12 
Amy Knight – Yr12 

Melissa Cafarella – Yr 10 
Elizabeth Charters – Yr 10 
Elaine Anderson – Yr 9 

 

ARTS Chanel Corner – Yr 11 
Anita Gurrieri – Yr 11 

  

TECHNOLOGY Tess Ryan – Yr 12 
 

 

LOTE French 
Megan Kruse – Yr 11 
Brooke Blakeley – Yr 10 

Japanese 
Joyce Luo – Yr 11 
Eleni Angeletos – Yr 10 

  
 

 HOUSE CAPTAINS  
 

 SENIOR SCHOOL MIDDLE SCHOOL JUNIOR SCHOOL  

KENNY 

 

 
Captain: 
Karly Funnell Yr12 
Vice Captain: 
Bianca Robinson Yr11 

 
Captain: 
Laura Naughtin Yr10 
Vice Captain: 
Katie Smith Yr9 

 
Captain: 
Marli Grosskopf Yr8 
Vice Captain: 
Rachel Luxton Yr8 

 
MELBA 
 

 
Captain:   
Genevieve Mayes Yr12 
Vice Captain:   
Mollie Scapetis Yr11 

Captain: 
Alana Durham Yr10 
Vice Captain: 
Alana Woodward Yr9 

 
Captain: 
Candela Ferreyra Bas Yr8 
Vice Captain: 
Evelyn Clark Yr8 

JACKSON 

 

 
Captain: 
Michelle Kulkus Yr12 
Vice Captain: 
Ashleigh Phipps-Nelson Yr11

 
Captain: 
Sianaye Evans Yr10 
Vice Captain: 
Samantha Banks Yr10 

 
Captain: 
Jess Thomson Yr8 
Vice Captain: 
Caitlin Bleeker Yr8 

 
MACKELLAR 
 

 
Captain: 
Maddie Lee Gow Yr12 
Vice Captain: 
Claire Kenny Yr11 

 
Captain: 
Taylan Merrick Sim Yr10 
Vice Captain: 
Dale Peucker Yr10 

 
Captain: 
Victoria Hermitage Yr8 
Vice Captain: 
Nicola Deacon Yr8 
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Bushfires and Asthma 

With the devastating bushfires that have occurred throughout Victoria and with fires still 
burning across the state, there is an increased risk of asthma.  Parents and carers of children 
with asthma should remain alert and ensure the child carries their blue reliever medication 
with them at all times.  
Tips to minimise the effects of bushfire smoke: Smoke and increased air pollution from fires 
can cause people with asthma to experience increased symptoms, such as wheezing, 
coughing, chest tightness or shor tness of breath. 
Children are one of the first to feel the effects of smoke and particle pollution for this reason 
extra care needs to be taken. 
Always follow the child©s written Asthma Action Plan. 
Parents and teachers need to be aware of the additional risk and be prepared. 
Ensure the child has access to blue reliever medication and continue use of preventer 
medication. 
When smoke is in the air, but fire is not directly threatening, keep children indoors, and close 
all windows and doors. 
Avoid doing physical activities outdoors. 
If a child develops symptoms, seek medical assistance immediately. 
If the child©s blue reliever medication is not reducing asthma symptoms, start Asthma First 
Aid and seek medical attention without delay. For further information, please call the Asthma 
Telephone HelpLine on 1800 645 130 or visit The Asthma Foundation of Victoria’s website 
www.asthma.org.auor www.asthmafriendlyschools.com.au  
Back to School Spike 
Back to school time presents a phenomenon called the ‘February Epidemic’ , which is a well-
documented occurrence of an increase in asthma hospital admissions in children. This trend 
occurs two weeks after school goes back, with the spike generally occurring in mid to late 
February.  

·  An increased exposure to colds and flu, the most common triggers for asthma, can 
explain the peak.    

·  Schools can ensure that all students with asthma have a written Asthma Action Plan 
that outlines their asthma management, including details of medication, emergency 
contact details, asthma triggers and what to do in an asthma emergency.  

·  Knowing the probability of an asthma attack is higher during this time of year, it is 
vital that parents ensure their children take their prescribed preventer medication and 
carry their blue reliever medication at all times.  

·  For further information, please call the Asthma Telephone HelpLine on 1800 645 130 
or visit www.asthma.org.au or www.asthmafriendlyschools.com.au. 
 

 
BEAUMARIS SHARKS BASKETBALL CLUB 

 Currently accepting registrations for the winter 09 season. Email 
gocazz@bigpond.com for more details. Carolyn Geer Sharks Secretary/Treasurer  
 
 

 
 

BRING HOME A BROTHER OR A SISTER 
 

In July 2009, students, aged 15 – 18 years, from over 15 countries will be arriving in Australia to study at local schools for 5 or 
10 months.  Opportunities exist to act as a host family in a volunteer/unpaid capacity.  Hosting can be on a temporary, short or 
long term basis.   
 
Host families help provide our students with the chance to study and experience life in Australia.  This is a great way to learn 
about another country and culture, establish a lifelong link to a family in another country and contribute to international goodwill.  
If your family can offer a friendly, supportive and caring home environment, contact us today.   
 
To learn more about this opportunity call Student Exchange Australia on 1300 135 331 
or visit our website: www.studentexchange.org.au 
 
 



PPAARRKKIINNGG  AANNDD  TTRRAAFFFFIICC  PPRROOBBLLEEMMSS  AARROOUUNNDD  

SSCCHHOOOOLLSS  
 
The City of Kingston is committed to providing a safe road environment around our schools, 
but we need your help to achieve this goal. 
Roads outside schools can be a very busy place in the morning and afternoon and it is at 
these times that maintaining children’s safety, and that of other road users is paramount. 

Crossing the road and dodging cars with your child in tow may shave off 30 
seconds from your day, 

but isn’t the safety of your child more important? 
 

ENCOURAGE BY EXAMPLE – USE THE CHILDREN’S SCHOOL CROSSING 
ROAD RULES – CHILDREN’S SCHOOL CROSSINGS – Your responsibilities 
STOPPING AT A CHILDREN’S CROSSING 
A driver approaching a children’s crossing must drive at a speed at which they can stop safely 
before the crossing. 
A driver approaching or at a children’s crossing must stop at the stop line if a) a hand-held 
stop sign is displayed or; b) a pedestrian is on or entering the crossing, this includes the 
crossing supervisor. 
If a driver stops at a children’s crossing for a hand-held stop sign, the driver must not proceed 
until the holder of the sign – a) no longer displays the sign towards the driver; or b) otherwise 
indicates that the driver may proceed. 
If the driver stops at a children’s crossing for a pedestrian, the driver must not proceed until 
there is no pedestrian on or entering the crossing. This includes the crossing supervisor. 
 
COMMON PROBLEMS AROUND SCHOOL ZONES 

Road rules exist for your safety and the safety of other road users.  Parking and Local Laws 
Officers along with the Victorian Police enforce the Road Rules around schools on a daily 
basis.  The majority of the infringements issued to offending motorists will be posted to the 
registered owner of the vehicle which is a safer and fairer system for all.  The most common 
parking offences committed around schools in Kingston are: 
 
NO STOPPING 
No stopping means no stopping at all – even if you are only stopping to let someone out of 
the car, and regardless of whether you leave the engine running and stay in the car.  It also 
means you can not stop to wait for someone to leave a legal parking area. 
 

  NO PARKING 
You must not stop in a No Parking area unless dropping off or picking up passengers.  You 
must not leave the car and not take longer than two minutes or the time limit on the sign. 
TIMED PARKING 
2, 5 and 15 minute parking around schools is designed for parents to drop off and pick up 
students.  Overstaying these times areas is not fair on others who also need to use them. 
 
DISABLED BAYS 
Disabled bays are for the sole use of people displaying a valid blue disabled persons permit 
issued by the municipal council in which they reside.  Holders of green x2 permits and all 
other users are not permitted to stop in disabled bays 
 
DOUBLE PARKING 
Double parking compromises the safety of children outside schools and is illegal. 
 

SSPPEEEEDD  
Around Victorian schools each year more then 250 casualty crashes occur. To protect young 
lives, arrive alive! School speed limits apply outside every school to increase the safety of 
children and other road users. 

Please observe the reduced speed zones around schools in Victoria. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
MARCH 
Monday 2nd  

 
Year 9 – Night of the Eminent Australian 7.30pm 

Tuesday 3rd International Women’s Day – Casual Clothes Day 
(wear purple, green and/or white) 
Past Students’  International Women’s Day  Dinner 

Thursday 5th  International Women’s Day Badge Conferring Assembly   
Friday 7th  House Music Launch    

Year 11 “Brainstorm”  Incursion  
Monday 9th Labour  Day Holiday 
Monday 16th Immunisations Years 7and 10   
Tuesday 17th  Year 7and12 Fancy Dress Ball 

College Council 7.30pm 
Thursday 19th  Leadership Training - College & Form Captains and Domain 

Leaders  
Parent Forum in AR2 – 2.15 – 3.25pm 

Friday 20th Leadership training - SRC  
Monday 23rd  Year 8 Cranbourne Gardens Excursion 
Tuesday 24th  Year 8 Cranbourne Gardens Excursion 

Parents & Friends Assoc.  AGM  7.30pm 
Wednesday 25th  House Assembly   

Reports distributed  
Thursday 26th Year 8 Cranbourne Gardens Excursion 
Friday 27th  Year 8 Cranbourne Gardens Excursion 
Tuesday 31st   Business Management Market Day  
APRIL 
Wednesday 1st  

 
Parent/Teacher/Student Interviews   

Fr iday 3rd  Last day term 1  Happy Holidays 
Term 2 
Thursday 23rd  

 
House Athletics   

Friday 24th  College Assembly 
Monday 27th - 
Friday MAY 8th 

 
Year 9 Classes City Experience Event 

Thursday 7th May Open Night   
Monday 11th  Year 7 Immunisations  
Tuesday 12th  Open Afternoon 2.00pm  
Tuesday 12th - 
Thursday 14th  

NAPLAN  - Years 7 and 9 

 Thursday 14th Open Afternoon 2.00pm  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 


