Dear Parents,

I’m sure some teachers and students felt that
this term would never end — 12 weeks of
full-on activities both in and out of the
classroom.

A redlly exciting day was spent by all Year 8
students looking a Globa Citizens.
Students learnt first-hand a&bout the
inequalities between different continents in
our world by taking on a person’s profile for
the day. They looked at food, water,
housing, incomes, leisure and a huge range
of other issues.

Congratulations to the Humanities teachers
who organised this event. | am certain the
girls went home with a broader knowledge of
their world.

We are still working on refining our reports,
in line with DEECD requirements. A lot of
time has been spent on both writing and
checking reports and | hope that families will
spend time over the vacation discussing
them. While we try to eliminate errors, these
occasionally dip through, and if this
happens, they can be fixed if returned to us.

| hope students and staff have a relaxing and
revitalising break.

Deborah M Lehner
Principal
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Educatiom Maintenance Allowance

The Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA)
is provided to assist eligible families with the
costs associated with the education of their
children. To be eligible for receipt of the EMA
you must:

be either a parent or guardian of a primary
or secondary school student up to the age
of sixteen; and

be an eligible beneficiary of a Centrelink
pension, allowance or benefit within the
meaning of the State Concessions Act
1986 or be a Veerans Affairs (TPI)
pensioner or be afoster parent.

The digibility criteriamust be met asat the
first day of Term 1 (29th January 2008) and
Term 3 (14" July 2008).

The EMA application must be submitted to the
school by 29™ February 2008 for the first
payment and 1st August 2008 for the second
payment.

The EMA provides an annual amount that is paid
in two instalments.

Parents with continuing eligibility, who are paid
the first instalment of 2008 through this school
will not be required to complete a new
application for the second instalment. Parents
who transfer children to another school after 29"
February 2008 and prior to 1st August 2008,
must reapply at the new school for the second
instalment.

Application forms are available from the school
office.

Any queries please ring Carole Hackwill Student
Welfare Coordinator on 95815200.



School Council

TimeKeepson Sipping

‘Time keeps on dlipping, slipping into the future
to quote from a song called ‘Fly like an Eagle’
by the American musician Steve Miller, which is
probably not overly familiar to everyone who
will read this article, as it was written in the late
1970's. No doubt there are some of a certain
generation who will recall this song.

This line came back to me as | reflected on what
to write for this article. | was musing on the
challenges that we al face in terms of managing
our time effectively and being present for the
moment. As in many walks of life, the members
of School Council face the challenge of making
the time as volunteers to be present to fulfill their
roles versus the other demands of life. Quite how
any of us manage our time is a challenge. It is
certainly one with which | struggle. However the
key must be what is most important to us and
how we contribute to the world and our placein
it. This clarity is not always easy to find, be you
a student at MGSC, a member of staff or a
member of our greater Learning Community;
that is the rest of us who are connected with the
College.

The world in which we live appears to be
accelerating, with the volume of periphera
information from al forms of the mass media
bombarding us. The challenge for us al is to be
sufficiently aware of the big picture around us
whilst connected with the detail that supports it,
yet not overwhelmed by it. It is only through this
that we can find clarity and peacein al our life's
endeavors. There are many good techniques and
approaches out there to assist us al in creating
this balance. | wish you all well in finding what
works for you.
Tony Marriott
School Council President

Captain’s Corner

It is hard to believe that we are aready half way
through the school year and approaching the
mid-semester holidays. With the magjority of the
College undertaking exams in the past few
weeks, the holidays are a great opportunity to
relax and reflect on our progress thus far.
Students will be receiving their reports tomorrow
and | encourage you to take the time over the
holidays to really think about your devel opments
so far. What can you do differently in the future
so that you achieve your personal best? We are
al unique and that means that we each have
different goals and different preferences when it

comes to learning. It is never too late to pick up
your game, and remember that it is your
teacher’s suggestions that are most valuable at
thistime.

Last week, Lauren Geschke, Emma Black, Jessie
Pearce, Bianca Stroh, Stacey Galloway and |
were fortunate enough to attend the “Future
Leaders’ forum at Melbourne University, along
with 200 Year 12 students from all around
Victoria. Guest speakers ranged from successful
doctors and lawyers to top journalists. Each told
an inspiring story of how they reached their
dreams under the most difficult of odds. Between
speakers, many brave students took the
opportunity to voice their opinions on topics
ranging from discrimination, the environment
and even teen pregnancy. However there was one
idea raised that really stood out for me. One boy
stood up and asked us dl to think about what it is
that we want to be remembered for. What is it
that they will say about us after we' ve passed on?
Will we be the one that was aways helping
others or the person to cure cancer, or the lady
that made poverty history? He encouraged us to
never lose sight of our goals. Even in times
where assignments and tests seem insignificant
in the scheme of things, remember what it is
you're aiming for. Keep working hard, because
we have the power to make a difference.

OliviaMcConchie
College Vice Captain

College Matters

Safety

We have received several phone cals from
concerned members of the public recently about
the dangerous behaviour of girlstravelling to and
from school. Students have been crossing railway
tracks when the bells are ringing, crossing roads
between traffic and riding bicycles in a very
dangerous manner. This is very risky and
eventually it will lead to a student being
serioudy hurt. Remember it is better to be alittle
bit late than end up as a casudty. Use the
crossings and lights at al times. Do not take
risks with your safety.

This has been avery long and busy term. | would
like to thank all members of the College
community, students, parents and teachers for
their hard work and support during semester one.
Students and staff enjoy your well earned break
and come back refreshed for the start of term 3.

Judy Lielnors
Acting Assistant Principal



Sentor School

VCE reports are being distributed tomorrow.
Teachers have prepared comments and data on
your daughter's achievement, attendance
behaviour and effort. Each report also includes a
box of comments targeting improvements your
daughter should aim for to continue improving
throughout the year. Please encourage her to pay
close attention to this section in particular.

Thank you to Ms Christopoulos. Ms Sdlir and the
VCE Committee, particularly the Year 11 girls,
who have organised awonderful VVCE Ball for us
on 10" July. Tickets are being distributed and all
isready for afantastic night.

On Monday 11™ August, the fourth Monday of
next term, the VCE Information Night is being
held from 7:30pm in the Hall (mainly for Year
10s) and after in the VCE Centre (for any VCE
students) where various tertiary institutions will
have information available for courses they offer.
All the faculties will have teachers present to
discuss courses offered at the College. We
encourage Year 11 students who would like more
information on Year 12 subjects or any VCE
student who would like to have an opportunity to
check university or TAFE courses to attend the
evening.

We encourage students to use these holidays to
get completely up-to-date and in fact a little
ahead in their study programs, ready for the term
of hard work, term 3.

Enjoy your break every one.

Middle School

Exams

Senior School Team

With mid year exams behind us, it is now
important to reflect on your results and ways to
improve in preparation for Semester 2. Reading
over exams in conjunction with your teachers
will enable you to address areas for
improvement.

Learning how to study effectively can be
challenging. Have a think about how, or how not,
you prepared for your exams. What strategies
worked for you and what did you find hard to
study?

In Semester 2, we will be looking at effective
study skills and we would really like your input.
We will be asking you to give us some strategies
that you found redly helpful. Remember,
everyone studies differently and there is no one
magic formula.

Appropriate behaviour in exam rooms is another
important area to address. It is essential that all
students conduct themselves in such a way that
allows the exam process to run smoothly. This
means that talking, laughing and the swapping of
materials are unacceptable and not conducive to
positive exam conditions. Sitting exams at
Middle School level is an ideal way to be
prepared for the V CE exams.

Reports

Reports are being distributed tomorrow. These
are yet another way to reflect on Semester 1 and
how further progress can be made in Semester 2.
Reports are also a way to celebrate achievements
and be congratulated for hard work. Resilience
and persistence play amajor rolein success.

Term 3

Next term is another busy term. Year 10's have
work experience, VCE course counselling and,
of course, the Social. Details will be given next
term.

Have a safe holiday.
Middle School Team

PRELIMINARY NOTICE:
VCE INFORMATION EVENING

All Year 10 parentsare advised to attend
NINA CARR HALL

Monday 11" August 7:30 pm

Followed by an opportunity to discuss VCE
subjectswith teaching staff.

Representatives of Universitiesand TAFE
Colleges will be available to provide
information on cour ses they offer
Pop it in your diary

B O %s &




Tunior School

Yeah!!!! School Holiday time is approaching.
We've had along 12 week term and | think we
areal in need of avery deserving break.

Year 7 Taskworks excursion this week was a
very enjoyable day out, with lots of teamwork,
problem  solving, creativity, leadership,
coordination, communication and initiative
shown.  Congratulations aso on excelent
behaviour and positive interactions. We have
great girls!

Year 8 Camp Permission Slips should now all
have been handed in. We are very much looking
forward to another successful learning
experience at spectacular Waratah Bay.

At the end of each term, we need to take time to
remind ourselves of where we were in March and
how much we have developed since then. This
term has seen many activities and celebrations of
our girls' academic, sporting, musical and artistic
achievements. Thank you to al parents and
friends for their support on these occasions. In
addition to al of this, lots of excellent curriculum
work has been going on in every class in the
school! Super effort!

Student Departures/ Arrivals

We say “Bon Voyage' to Emili Monk (Year 8),
and wish her the very best at her new school in
Denmark for Semester Two.

We also farewel Jessica Turner (Year 7) and
Emma Dubbin (Year 7) and wish them the very
best at their new schools.

Staffing

We say congratulations and Happy Wedding to
Ms Elise Sorensen, who will make a beautiful
bride. We hope that the day is extra specia. We
say Happy Travelling to Mrs Lorraine
Frederiksen as she takes long service leave and
has a well-deserved break.

We say a BIG THANK YOU to Mrs Sarah
Goodbourn for al her efforts and contributions in
Junior School Music. She has done a marvellous
job with the girls and has been a tremendous
support to the Junior School Camp Programs.
Sarah, we wish you all the best over in the UK.

Next term we welcome back Mrs Susanna
Rummel from her family duties. We aso
welcome Mrs Bonnie Y ue and Miss Cat Stevens
who will be taking Mrs Frederiksen's classes
while sheisaway.

Finally...

The Junior School team wish you all a peaceful
and relaxing holiday and thank you for all your
support and enthusiasm during what has been a
super term. We look forward to welcoming you
back on Monday 14 July.

Junior School Team

SRC

The SRC casua dress day took place on
Wednesday June 18". All girls were encouraged
to donate a gold coin on the day and wear red,
yellow and black. Over $900 was raised in
support of the ‘ Close the Gap Foundation’ which
ams to close the life expectancy gap between
Aborigina people and the rest of Austraia’s
population.

This week, two Year 7 classes will be running a
cake stall on Thursday lunchtime in the canteen
guadrangle. Cakes and biscuits will be sold from
50 cents to $1.50. Money raised will go towards
the Year 7 World Vision sponsor child,
Josephine.

Beaumaris RSL Presentation

This year the Beaumaris RSL decided that the
best way to commemorate the sacrifice and
achievements of the ANZACs and other
Australian servicemen and women would be to
donate books and DV Dsto loca schools.

Consequently, at the Beaumaris RSL on the
evening of the 17th of June, Taylar Anderson and
Ella Sheldon recelved a CD, a DVD and a book
on behalf of Mentone Girls Secondary College.

A large crowd of parents, teachers and students
assembled at the RSL to watch the ceremony.
The presentation to Mentone Girls' was made by
Murray Thompson, MLA for Sandringham.

Leah Liakos
Student L eadership Coordinator



Careers

On track data—data we can be proud of

You may have seen in the morning papers
recently exit data on Year 12 students from
Victorian schools. Our school’'s data for last
year'sYear 12 studentsis:

160 students completed Y ear 12
92% applied for tertiary studies
78% received university offers
27% received TAFE offers (some students
received more than one offer)
97% of tertiary applicants received an offer
As at April 2008:
58% were enrolled at university
19% were enrolled in TAFE
2% were undertaking an apprenticeship or
traineeship
12% were employed
1% was looking for work
8% had deferred their university studies

The figures that | am particularly pleased about
are the high percentage of students who applied
for tertiary courses who actualy received a
tertiary offer (97%), and the low percentage of
those looking for work (1%).

It isinteresting to note the increasing numbers of
students choosing to defer their university studies
for a year (8%). The state-wide average for
deferral is actualy at 11%.

Visit our universities

There are three excellent opportunities to visit
and find out more about three of our universities:

MONASH UNIVERSITY —‘Explore Monash’
isfor Year 10-12 students and parents wanting to
find out more about Monash. When: 10am-
4.15pm, Mon 7 July; Where: Clayton;
Enquiries:. 9903 4758; Details/bookings:
www.monash.edu.au/study/events/experience.

AUSTRALIAN CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY -
ACU, a public university, funded by the
Australian government, is open to students and
staff of all beliefs. It has a reputation for quality
and innovative teaching, and its small classes
result in a personalised learning environment.
ACU’s Victorian campuses are in Fitzroy
(Mebourne) and Ballarat. It has degrees in arts,
business, counselling, creative arts, exercise
science, information systems, midwifery, music,
nursing, paramedicine, psychology, socia
science, teaching, theology, visual arts and youth
studies. Want to know more? ‘Universty
Experience is for Yr 12's considering
university study. Get a taste of uni life by
attending sessions based around courses at ACU.

When/where: Mebourne (115 Victoria Pde,
Fitzroy), Mon 7 & Tues 8 July; Ballarat (1200
Mair St), Mon 30 June; Info/regn:
www.acu.edu.au/universityexperience. NOTE:
ACU is offering an Early Achievers Program
as part of selection to courses for next year. This
program will consider Year 12's contribution to
their community, through school, locd
community organisations, culture, sport or
religious group. See www.acu.edu.au/earlyentry
and Mr Feben for info.

THE UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE The
Access all Areas program (held in March) is to
be repeated. It is designed for senior secondary
students and families, offering a personalised
look a the wuni. The day-long program
commences with an introduction to the
Melbourne Model, as well as sessions covering
how to get into Melbourne and transition to
university. When: Fri 11 July; Cost: Freeg
Registration: www.futurestudents.unimelb.edu.au.

The university is holding a series of (repeated)
information evenings for Year 10 students and
their parents called Year 10 and Beyond. Speak
to staff, hear current student perspectives on
university study and career paths. Get advice on
VCE subjects, course options, the Mebourne
Model, scholarships. When/where: (al 6.30-
8pm) Tues 22 July, Ultima Function Centre, St
Albans;, Wed 23 July, Copland Theatre,
Melbourne Uni.; Wed 30 July, Novotel Hotedl,
Glen Waverley; Wed 6 Aug, Mill Park
Secondary College. Register:
www.futurestudents.unimelb.edu.au/.

Greg Feben
Student Pathways

Sport
Year 7 Soccer

Congratulations to the Year 7
soccer team on a great start to
2008, by winning the Bayside
Zone when they  beat
Mordialoc 3-1, Highett 10-0,
Cheltenham 2-0 and McKinnon in the Zone final
1-0. Goals were kicked by Candy (8), Gabby
(1), Victoria (1), Ruby (1) and Jett (1).

Assistant Coach — Bianca Robinson 10B
Members of the team were:

Candela Ferreyra Bas (7C), Emily Duckham (7F),
Victoria Kovacevic (7E), Nicola Deacon (7G), Emily
Baber (7B), Gabriella Puzzolo (7C), Alayna Smith
(7B), Carina Florea (7F), Georgia Byrne (7C),
Dominique Delle Vergini (7A), Aimee Schroen (7A),
Molly Dunstan (7F), Ruby Greig-Hurtig (7F), Olivia
Tunks (7A), Sarah Tchong (7F), Jett Edwards (7H),
TaylaPayton (7G).
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learn new parenting skills

explore parenting issues

develop a practical support and social network
have fun and develop new friendships

Where:  Family Life, 197 Bluff Road, Sandringham
When:  Thursday, starting 24™ July 2008 for 8 weeks

Time: 7pm —9pm

Register: Phone Martin or Marie at Family Life 8599 5433

Cost: Gold coin donation per session

For further information contact Family Life on 8599 5433
www.familylife.com.au



Key Dates 2008

Friday 27"

LAST DAY TERM 2 - 2.15finish - HAPPY HOLIDAY
Reportsdistributed

Monday 14" July

Day oneTerm 3

Wednesday 16" July

Y ear 9 Outdoor Ed Mountain Bike Riding Excursion — All day

Friday 18" July

Staff Professional Development Day- no studentsrequired at
school

Tuesday 22™ July Y ear 10 Macbeth Incursion period 4
Wednesday 23" Performing Arts “Wicked” Excursion
Debating 7.00pm
Thursday 24™ Southern Zone Cross Country
Year 10 OED Camp
Winter Concert
Friday 25" Year 10 OED Camp
Y ear 7 English Incursion P3- workshop for 25 students period 4
Saturday 26" Nakamura High School visit until Sunday August 17"
Sunday 27" Production Rehearsal 10am-4.00pm
Monday 28" Y ear 10 Work Experience - all week
Southern Zone Senior Badminton
Tuesday 29" ICAS Maths Competition
Year 9ABC&D YarraCruise
Year 12 TIS 1.30-3.00pm
Southern Zone Senior Table Tennis
Wednesday 30" Unit 4 Biology Excursion pm
Outhern Zone Senior and Intermediate Netball
Thursday 31% State Cross Country
Year 9EFG&H Yarra Cruise
August Y ear 8 Japanes Culture Day
Friday 1st SRC Planning Day
Monday 4™ Y ear 8 Waratah Bay Camp Week

8ABC&D Mond-Wed 8EFG&H Wed-Frid




