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NEWSLETTER

Dear Parents,

Last Thursday and Friday our student leaders
attended a full day workshop to help them
develop the skills required for their positions.
Congratulations and thanks to Mrs Leah
Liakos and Ms Alexis Watson for organising
these workshops, which were a great success
with the students.

The Past Students Association held their
annual International Women’s Day Dinner at
Woodlands Golf Club last week. It was a
really fun night that included “Dancing with
the Stars’, raffles and free gifts. If you know
of any past students who would like to be
involved next year, please contact Mrs
Shirley Melissas at the College.

The Beachside District Swimming Carnival
was held in sweltering heat on Monday
March 17". Our girls acquitted themselves
well, winning all the girlsrelay events. | was
fortunate to be the Principal on duty, giving
out the ribbons at this stage, and was
immensely proud of our students. Thank
you to Mr Luke de Munk, Mr David
Shillabeer and Ms Emma Holman for taking
our team out.

| hope this extreme heat we have been
experiencing moderates in the Easter
vacation, so that we can return to school
ready for al the work ahead. | would like to
remind students they are to wear their blazer
to school every day, and only if it is very hot
may they takeit off to go home.

| wish everyone arelaxing break.

Deborah M Lehner
Principal
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Environment

Date for the Diary 7 ~
Working Bee \
Saturday 3rd May
Term 2, 2008

A notice will be sent home in week one of Term

2. A focus of this working bee will be genera

garden maintenance and landscaping around the

new Music Centre. Morning tea and lunch will
be provided

Louise Rieniets



School Council

In this season, the Easter Holidays, it istimely to
reflect upon and give thanks for the good things
that we enjoy. As an Educationa Community,
we are greatly blessed a Mentone Girls
Secondary College in our ability to upgrade and
enhance our physical and academic environment.
Thisisan ability facilitated by good management
and stewardship of resources and indeed good
fortune. We find ourselves in circumstances not
aways enjoyed by other College communities. |
recently toured the New Music Centre
immediately prior to its opening. Speaking as a
professional manager of the design and fit out of
Corporate and Institutional buildings, | found the
quality and care with which the Centre has been
designed and finished exemplary. This facility
builds upon many years of fantastic renewal and
construction of accommodation at the College.

At the time of writing this article, |1 have just
come from a School Council meeting that
examined the first draft of our Annua report.
This document, based upon a government
template, gives atransparent means of comparing
our performance and Educational Community
health in relation to our peers. | have to tell you
that the picture is a very positive and robust one,
containing much to celebrate as well as many
challenges. The report is refreshingly frank,
written in plain language and is a celebration of
how much can be achieved by such a high
ranking State School as Mentone Girls
Secondary College. By virtue of our commission,
the College provides education of the highest
standard to a very rich and diverse group of
young Australian women of whom we should be
rightlty proud. The Annua Report will be
published on our website very shortly and |
commend it to you as an accessible document
and statement of who and where we are and one
that we should be proud to own as an
Educational Community.
Tony Marriott
School Council President

Captain’s Coer

Thisfirst term has been so jam-packed! The Y ear
7 & 12's have had so much fun preparing for the
7-12 Fancy Dress night, the swimming sports
have been and gone, and House Music is aready
under way. Amongst all of this, we've had to
manage a heavy workload and sgueeze in time
for our friends and family. Last Sunday, the
auditions were held for this year’s musical — The
Wizard of Oz. It was fantastic to see so many
enthusiastic people there, and | know that this

year’s production will be of the highest standard.
Once again, | encourage the girls to get involved
in as many aspects of the College as possible. It
readly is the best way to build your confidence
and make new friends.

In other news, Earth Hour is

fast approaching. Last year

it was a Sydney event, but

due to its huge success, this

year it will now be a global

movement. The campaign

was created to reduce

greenhouse gas emissions, simply by switching
off your lights for one hour. Some of the world’s
major capital cities have signed up, and
Melbourne will of course be no exception. Many
Melbourne landmarks have committed to
powering down for Earth Hour and even
McDonadd's ‘golden arches right across
Australia have made the effort to switch off.
You don’t have to register to be involved, al you
have to do is switch off your lights for one hour
from 8pm Saturday the 29" March.

Visit earthhour.org for more information and
remember that every single light makes a
statement and a difference.

Enjoy your holidays!

Colloge: Matters

Uniform Changeover Dates.

OliviaMcConchie
College Vice-Captain

The first two months of term two is a uniform
transition time. During these two months,
students may choose to wear either summer or
winter uniform. It is important to remember that
they cannot wear a combination of the two, eg
summer uniform must be worn with socks, not
navy blue stockings.

Vietham World Challenge Team

The girls in the Vietnam World Challenge Team
are busy fundraising for their trip later this year.
Next term they will go on acamp in the Kinglake
area in training for their trek in Vietnam.
Y esterday they held a sausage sizzle fundraiser at
lunchtime in conjunction with the SRC “Shave
for aCure’ fundraising activity.

Judy Lielnors
Acting Assistant Principal

Senior School



One of the highlights on the College calendar
was held on Tuesday night, the Year 7 & 12
Fancy Dress. The night was full of glamour,
with the theme of ‘The Movies'. This is such a
wonderful opportunity for our new Year 7s to
forge a relationship with our senior girls as they
work closely together training for the big dance-
off between the forms. Well done to all our Year
12 dance leaders, and the organisng VCE
Committee, we are very proud of you. Thank you
especidly to Mrs Steinfort for her organisation
and enthusiastic support of the Fancy Dress!

SACs are well underway at the moment, as are
assessment tasks at Year 11. Most students will
have completed at least one task by this time.
Sometimes this can be a nervous time for girls,
as they experience their first tasks that contribute
directly to their final study and therefore ENTER
score. Whilst it is important that girls do as well
as they can, it is worthwhile remembering that
results will help the girls reflect constructively on
the way they go about their work to look for
improvements as the year progresses.

Thank you to parents who support the College
and our attendance policy by letting us know
promptly by phone when your daughter is unable
to attend school. If you are put onto our
answering service, please remember to leave a
reason for the absence so we can determine if it
fits the criteria for an approved absence.
Approval is alowable for such things as illness
and dental appointments, but please keep in mind
that a doctor’'s certificate is required if your
daughter is absent for a SAC. Full details of the
SAC rescheduling procedure were sent home
earlier thisyear.

The term break is an opportunity to refresh but
aso time to spend judiciously on revison and
ensuring al work is up-to-date. Allowing some
time for this will enable your daughter to
consolidate her first term learning and place her
in agreat position for her assessments for the end
of semester.

We wish you all asafe and restful holiday.

Middle School

Homework Haven

The very popular Homework Haven program
will begin again on Tuesday April 8". Thisisthe
perfect opportunity for studentsin Years 9 & 10
to complete tasks in aworking environment. The
VCE Peer Leaders attend and are not only seen
as role models, but aso as supporters of the
Middle School students. They are more than

happy to assigt the students where they can.
Homework Haven is supervised by a staff
member. The session is held in the Reflective
Learning Centre from 3.30pm until 4.30pm every
Tuesday. Please encourage your daughter to
attend, as she will be made most welcome.
Refreshments will be served.

MathsHelp

Each Tuesday and Friday y
lunchtime, Maths teachers

are available in Room 12 to 3
help students in any area of

Maths they may be having 2
difficulty with. This is an

invaluable program, as it enables the students to
seek help from a variety of Maths teachers,
whilst at the same time, alowing them to gain
confidence in areas of Maths they may have
struggled with.

KeysPlease

It is pleasing to see that many of our Year 10's
have returned their dips to attend the ‘Keys
Please’ program in Term 2. Slips can be
returned no later than the first Wednesday of
Term 2. Students who do return their acceptance
dlips before this date will receive a very cute
prize. Get in ealy, Year 10's, to avoid
disappointment!

New students

Today the new Middle School studentsto MGSC
came together for an informal lunch to let us
know how their first term has been. Each new
student, and a friend, enjoyed chatting about the
challenges of settling into a new school. Overall
the comments were very positive, which was
great to hear, asit reinforces what a friendly and
welcoming College we belong to.

REACH program

Last Friday, four of our Year 10's attended an
International Women's Day program at the
‘Dream Factory’ in Collingwood. The REACH
program is designed to allow young women to
come together and share fedlings and beliefs
about the world in which they live. A specia
thanks to Rosie Hall, Vana Dimu, Melissa
Whedlock and Lauren Tonkin who attended the
program and represented the College in an
appropriate manner.

Term 2 Uniform

When the students return to school next term,
they are alowed to wear either summer OR
winter uniform until the end of May, after which



time it will be compulsory to wear winter
uniform. Please remember that whether the
summer or the winter uniform isworn, it must be
worn correctly, not amix of the two.

Student Managers

In Term 2, Mr Warden will be working in the
Senior School as one of the Year 12 Student
Managers. Ms McCutcheon will be replacing
him as the Year 10 C,D,G and H Student
Manager. She will be located in the Middle
School office and if your daughter is in one of
these forms, M's McCutcheon will be the Student
Manager you contact. We look forward to
having her in our team and wish Mr Warden all
the best in the Senior School.

Holidays

It is hard to believe that we are at the end of
Term 1 already. This has been an 8 week term
and Term 2 isa 12 week one. The Easter break is
a chance for al Middle School students to rest,
catch up on any work they may need to and
reflect on their progress in Term 1. Remember,
the Semester 1 report is the one used in the
decision making process regarding an accel erated
study next year. Term 2 is along one and so we
al need to come back refreshed and feeling in
control of our work load. Have a safe and
productive break.

Middle School Team

Junior School

[The longest journey starts with a single step —
Proverb]

We are looking forward to a good rest after what
has been an exciting and productive term with a
wide range of learning opportunities for both
staff and students. It has been encouraging to see
so many of our girls take on leadership roles,
showing responsibility by looking out for each
other and focussing on continuing to be friendly
and getting along.

Year Level Assembly

I would like to congratulate Chloe Wright (8A),
Janelle Lewis (8A), Tamina Sarwari (8E) and
Taslyn Govender (8E). They did a sterling job in
planning and running a very successful Year
Level Assembly on Wednesday 12" March.

At the assembly, Stephanie Placzek (7F), Jacinta
Grigoriou (7A) and Lauren Spriggs (7A) showed
confidence when delivering their camp
reflections, as did our Year 8 singers Dianna
Daou and Lianna Kifli.

Our Well Being Leaders, Rebel Gordon (8G) and
Vanessa Stephens (8B), introduced themselves,
and many students were applauded for their
perfect attendance.

Congratulations!
Year 7to 12 Fancy Dress

The Year 7 students worked enthusiastically with
their Year 12 buddies to prepare for last Tuesday
night's event, with dance practices being
conducted regularly during the preceding
lunchtimes. They responded very maturely and
put in alot of effort. We will hear more about the
evening in our first newsletter next term.

A big thank you to Mrs Jo Egan, the Year 12
Student Managers (Mrs Steinfort and Mr
Bartlett) and all the Year 12 students — the Year
7s do appreciate your efforts and will remember
this event favourably. Well done to al!

Easter and the Holidays!

We send our best wishes to
you al over the Easter Break
— stay safe, enjoy family
time, and may the Easter
Bunny bring lots of
chocolate.

Take time over the holidays to reflect on the
journey you have undertaken — remind yourself
of the goals you have set, rest a little, organise
yourself alittle, and get ready for further success
in the new term ahead.

Junior School Team

SRC

L eader ship Training Days

The Leadership Day for Form and House
Captains and Domain Leaders on Thursday 13"
March was great fun and all who attended
expanded their knowledge on how to be a leader.
We had two sessions with the youth leaders,
morning tea and lunch. Every girl that | spoke to
throughout the day agreed that they had eaten
enough food to feed an army, but no matter how
much they ate, they never regretted it, because it
was al so ddlicious.

During the day there were activities organised in
order to teach us how to be confident and fair
leaders. We learnt that leadership is not about
popularity, but it is about being chosen because
of your qualities and your ability to lead a team
of peopleto help a beneficial cause. This may be
your school or even the local pound, but if you
are able to encourage people to change your
community, then in a way you are helping
change the world in a positive way.



Thank you to Mrs Liakos for all the effort she
put into this terrific day. It would not have been
possible without her. Also thank you to the
youth leaders for doing a great job and showing
true leadership qualities.

K atie Rowbottom
Melba Vice Captain.

On Friday March 14", the SRC Training Day
was held at Kingston City Arts Centre. The day
commenced with the Principa’s address,
followed by a presentation by Kynan and Brett
from Australian Y outh Devel opment
Association. They taught us important aspects of
leadership, such as delegation and listening; and
involved us in games requiring teamwork and
strategic thinking.

The SRC Executive Team was announced:
Vice President — Amy Doherty
Secretary — Sarah Struthers
Treasurer - Carolyn Hutchins
Vice Secretary — Brianna Reynolds
Vice Treasurer — Taylor Waddington

Congratulations to these girls.

I would aso like to thank Mrs Liakos and Miss
Watson for organising this day, as without them
it wouldn't have been possible.

Amy Doherty
SRC Vice President

Music

After 6 weeks of rehearsal, the House Music
Competition will be held on Wed 14" May at
7.30pm, in the Nina Carr Hall. Each student-led
choir and instrumental group has to demonstrate
ability and quality in musical performance
through the ‘Set Song’ and ‘Own Choice' song,
performed in front of an impartial guest
adjudicator. This year, Annette McMaster will
judge the event.

There will be afinal rehearsal on the afternoon of
Wed 14" May.

Parents, family and friends are welcome to attend
the evening. The admission fee will be $5 adults,
$15 family ticket for 2 adults and any number of
children and $2 concession. Tickets are only
available at the

door.

Singfest

All choir and
vocal  students
are invited to
participate in the Southern Metropolitan Region

Singfest on Wed 23 and Thurs 14™ April at
Coomoora Secondary College.

The event is designed to develop alove of choral
singing and students will study with experienced
conductor Christine Storey.

Students will need to arrange their own transport
to and from the event and attend wearing school
uniform, including blazer.

A $20 tuition fee needs to be sent directly to
SMR, as advised by the information sheet
available from Mrs Firestone and Ms West.

Please note that 23“ April is the MGSC
Parent/Student/Teacher interview day. Singfest
students will need to organise their interviews
after 4.30 pm. However, students will only be
missing one school day of classes (Thursday).

Other datesfor Term 2

Thurs 8" May - Open Night, with Performances
of Year 8 Band and Concert Band and an open
rehearsal for the Wizard of Oz.

Thurs 22™ May - Vocal Evening

Thurs 5" June - Year 7 Band Evening

Tues 6™ May - VCE Recita Evening

Music Camp

Musicians are an eccentric bunch; loud and most
definitely proud of it. And when we're all thrown
together for a timeless weekend, the result is
something worth talking about.

‘Twas a rather drizzly Friday the 22™ of
February that we departed from school. Some
were more enthusiastic than others, but all were
in for amemorable three days.

The setting was Arrabri Lodge, the long time
base for our annual music adventure. Even the
dismal weather couldn’'t dampen our spirits, we
seniors particularly eager to kick of the party.
But instead, we were thrown straight into
rehearsal, our demanding schedule determined
not to be trifled with. From Concert Band, to
Choir, to Symphonic Winds, to Stage Band,
these were just severa of the many ensembles
taking advantage of the plentiful rehearsal time.
It was amazing to see just how much we
accomplished in the three days, and | commend
all the staff and students for al their hard work.
It all pulled together for the camp concert on the
28" of February.

But all work and no play is hot how we roll, and
as much as we love our music, we love the free
time just as much. Even we seniors were
determined to balance piles of homework with
the recreation. Whether it was staying up late just
because we could, dancing and singing to our



favourite songs, taking advantage of the many
activities the camp had to offer, or simply eating
a lot of junk food, music camp wouldn't be
music camp without the party.

By far, the highlight was Saturday’s Talent
Night, where we all strutted our stuff in one of
the most supportive and friendly environments.
The array of acts was brilliant, from the
‘interesting’ song by the teachers, to some
impressive solos from the juniors, to Band
Camp; a‘mocumentry’ by the seniors (by far the
highlight of the night!) It finished with a rather
tearful goodbye song from the Year 125
reminding us that this was the last time for them.

In all, it was a blast, and we were sad to have to
return home. But the memories remain with us,
whether it was our first time, our last time, or
simply just another trip. Each one has our own
memories; ones that will stay with us forever.

Helen Ferguson 11B
Careers

Monash Seminar Series 2008

Monash University will be providing an excellent
opportunity for VCE students to hear faculty, student
and graduate speakers talk about specific Monash
programs. There will aso be opportunities to ask
guestions. The sessions are free and are scheduled as
follows:

Artsand Humanities

Wednesday 16 April Clayton campus

Art and Design: Architecture

Thursday 17 April Caulfield Campus

Art and Design: Multimedia and Digital Art
Tuesday 22 April Caulfield Campus

Art and Design: Fine Arts

Monday 28 April Caulfield Campus

Art and Design: Design

Wednesday 30 April Caulfield Campus

Business and Economics

Thursday 15 May Caulfield Campus

Drama and Theatre Studies

Tuesday 20 May Clayton Campus

Education, Sport & Outdoor Recreation

Thursday 24 April Peninsula Campus

Engineering

Wednesday 7 May Clayton Campus

Information Technology

Thursday 22 May Caulfield Campus

Law

Monday 5 May Clayton Campus

Medicine, Biomedical Science, Nutrition and
Dietetics

Tuesday 15 April Clayton Campus

Nursing, Midwifery and Paramedics

Wednesday 21 May Peninsula Campus

Phar macy and Phar maceutical Sciences

Tuesday 13 May Parkville Campus

Physiotherapy, Occupational Therapy and Health
Sciences

Thursday 1 May Peninsula Campus

Psychology

Monday 14 April Clayton Campus

Science

Tuesday 29 April Clayton Campus

For more information and to book online
http://www.monash.edu.au/study/events

Telephone 9903 4758

Email valerie.foster @adm.monash.edu.au

Year 10 Invitation to The University of Melbourne
The University of Melbourne would like to extend an
invitation to Year 10 students to participate in Master
Class 2008. This program offers interested students
the opportunity to sample tertiary level study prior to
choosing V CE subjects later in the year. Participation
is free. Classes are hosted by academics at the
University’s Parkville (city) campus, so students can
see first-hand how universities operate. Comments
from students who participated previously include:
“Master Class is a great opportunity and can help
many students going into VCE discover their interests
and what future job they would like.”

“Master Class gives people an idea of what kind of
career they might want to pursue. It also gives us an
insight into the university and how lectures run.”

This year, Master Classes will run in May in Term 2
and a Master Class Day will be held during the school
holidays on Wednesday 2™ July. This event will allow
students to experience a full day at university while
attending classes in which they are interested.

Details can be viewed or downloaded from the
Internet at:
www.futurestudents.unimelb.edu.au/masterclass and
brochures are available in the Careers Room.
Interested students are asked to apply online on the
above website. Students are required to seek a
recommendation from their Year 10 Coordinator as
part of the application process. Students are advised to
consult the Year 10 Coordinator and your
parents/guardians prior to applying. Due to the
demand for this program, students are required to rank
in order of preference those classes they wish to
attend.

Online applications for al Master Classes (including
those held on Master Class Day, 2™ July) will open on
Friday 7" March and close at 5pm on Friday 11"
April. Please note that late applications will not be
accepted.

The University will notify the school of successful
applicants in April and invitations will aso be sent
directly to those students selected.

If your students have difficulty applying online, or
should you have any queries about Master Class 2008,
please contact the School Programs Officers on (03)
8344 4736, free call 1800 801 662 or email: school-
programs@unimelb.edu.au

Behind the scenes Medical Science tours
throughout Victoria - July 2008

Ever wondered what happens after you have a blood
test or other medical tests? Want to know where your
blood goes, how it is examined, and how a diagnosis
is made? Medical scientists play a crucia role in the
delivery of our healthcare services. The information



they provide guides up to 70% of the clinica
decisions made by doctors. RMIT's division of
Laboratory Medicine together with medical diagnostic
and research laboratories are giving Year 10, 11 and
12 studentsinterested in a career as a medical scientist
the chance to go behind the scenes and find out what
happens first hand. Visits are to laboratories in which
third year Bachelor of Applied Science (Laboratory
Medicine) students complete their Professional
Practice and include the major teaching hospitals in
Melbourne as well as regional Victoria. Further
information, contact Merilyn Lennox Tel. 03 9925
7344 Email: merilyn.lennox@rmit.edu.au Web:
www.rmit.edu.au/medical -sciences/lab-visits

Discover the secrets of Chinese M edicine

Public Lecture: Pain M anagement

Back pain? Headaches? Come along to hear RMIT
lecturer, Dr Zhen Zheng, present her ongoing research
into Chinese Medicine and pain management.
Continuing RMIT® commitment to harmonising
Eastern and Western medicine, Dr Zheng has been
working alongside a major private hospital in
Melbourne to investigate the role of acupuncture in
pain management. As the largest educator of Chinese
Medicine in Australia, RMIT® degree program is
approved by the Chinese Medicine Registration
Board, allowing graduates to practice upon
graduation. The lecture will offer students the
opportunity to learn more about Chinese Medicine
and speak to RMIT staff about study and career
opportunities.

Date: Wednesday 30" April, 2008

Time: 5.30pm (for a 6.00pm start)

Location: Storey Hall, Level 7, 336 Swanston S,
Melbourne

Further information, contact Sandy Ebell Tel. 03 9925
7746 Email: sandy.ebell @rmit.edu.au

Web: www.rmit.edu.au/chinese-med

Greg Feben

Student Pathways

Entertainment Books

The College is again selling
Entertainment Books during
2008. Books sdl for $65
each and contain thousands
of dollars worth of specials 4 £
and discount offers for Fine
Dining Restaurants, Cafes, Informal Dining and
Take Away Food. There are also offers for Arts,
Leisure and Sporting Attractions including
cinemas, theatre and tourist attractions such as
the Melbourne Aquarium. $13 from every book
sold is returned to the College to support our
fundraising efforts. Entertainment Books are
available for purchase from the General Office.
Simon Frazer
Assistant Principal




Key Dates 2008

Thursday 20™ Year 12 Chemistry Excursion Pd 1& 2
Year 11 PE Sandy Driving Range period 1
Last day term 1 HAPPY HOLIDAY
April
Monday 7" Day one term 2
Wednesday 9" House Assembly for Athletics Sports
Thursday 10" Peer Support
Friday 11" Southern Zone Swimming Sports
Y ear 9 OED Kayaking 10.30-11.30am
Monday 14" Year 11 Brainstorm Incursion Period 4
Tuesday 15th Year 9 OED Kayaking 1.30-3.30pm
PFA Meeting 7.30pm
Wednesday 16 Interim Reports distributed
Debating 7.00pm
Year 9 Camp Information Evening 7.00 Lecture Thesatre
Y ear 8 Mother Daughter Evening 7.00pm RLC
Year 9ABC& D Shrine visit 9:00pm — 12:30pm
Thursday 17" House Athletic Sports-Dolamore Oval Mentone
Friday 18" Year 9 OED Sailing 1.30-3.00pm
Year 8 English Incursion Lecture Theatre Period 4
Y ear 9EFG&H Shrine visit
Monday 21% Staff Conference - No studentsrequired on this day
Tuesday 22™ College Council 7.30pm
Wednesday 23 Parent Teacher Interviews - no classes, studentsrequired to
attend interview appointment sessions.
Thursday 24™ College Assembly
Friday 25" ANZAC DAY
Monday 28" —Friday
May 2™ Year 9 Camp Week
Tuesday 29" Year 12 Visual Communication Excursion
May
Wednesday 7" Level Assembly
Thursday 8" Open Night — Early dismissal 2.15pm
Tuesday 13" Open Afternoon 2.10- 3.20pm
National Testing-Language Conventions and Writing Y ears 7&9
Wednesday 14" National Testing-Reading Years 7&9
House Music Competition 7.30pm (Performers 7.00pm)
Thursday 15™ National Testing-Numeracy Years 7&9
Open Afternoon 2.10-3.20pm
Friday 16" Immunisations years 7, 9& 10

Y ear 12 Exam Preparation Session




