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 17th Apr il 2008 
Dear Parents, 
 
Next week is a very disrupted one for the 
College, with a number of educational 
activities taking place. 

On Monday 21st, teachers at Mentone Girls’  
Secondary College will meet with colleagues 
from Cheltenham Secondary College and 
Parkdale Secondary College to look at a 
program called Learning to Learn (L2L), 
which derives from the Cramlington School 
in England.  It is a program that allows 
students to learn about how they learn, and 
develops their skills in research and learning.  
Eight students from each school will assist us 
on the day, also giving them an opportunity 
to share ideas. 

On Tuesday, some teachers will take Stop 
Work action for half the day to continue their 
claims for better pay and conditions.  A letter 
will be sent home to all students by the end 
of this week outlining arrangements for the 
day. 

On Wednesday 22nd April, all students are 
expected to accompany their parents to the 
Parent/Teacher/Student interviews.  Students 
should have made appointment times with 
their teachers for that day. 

This week we have been administering the 
Student Attitudes to School Survey to all 
students, and I thank classroom teachers for 
their understanding when we have 
interrupted their class. 

Thursday April 17th is our Athletics Sports 
day, so students are urged to dress up and 
support their houses. 

Now that the Department of Education and 
Early Childhood Development has expanded 
to include responsibility for kindergartens 
and Child Care Centres, a lot of planning 
will be taking place as to how this can be 

managed.  In the “Blueprint for Early 
Childhood Development and School 
Reform” discussion papers, available at 
 www.education.vic.gov.au/blueprint you 
can find an outline of the issues raised.  
Written submissions in response can be 
made until 16 May 2008. 

 
 
 
 

Deborah M Lehner 
Principal 

 

 

 

Date for the Diary 

Working Bee 
Saturday 3rd May 

A notice will be sent home with 
your daughter outlining the 
details of our working bee 
scheduled for Saturday 3rd 
May, from 8am onwards. A 
focus of this working bee 
will be general garden 
maintenance and completing the 
landscaping around the new Music centre. 
Morning tea and lunch will be provided.  
Please phone Louise Rieniets on 9581 5226 or  
email: rieniets.louise.m@edumail.vic.gov.au if 
you are able to help. 
 

Louise Rieniets 
Environment Co-ordinator 

 
 



 

Profile of New Councillors 

Jim Williams – “My background is in education.  
In fact, I taught at MGSC for 20 years.  With a 
young family, I have been able to be very 
involved in my children’s education since 
retiring.  I was President of the School Council at 
Cheltenham East Primary School for four years, 
and a School Councillor at Cheltenham 
Secondary College for four years.  I have one 
daughter, Carlyn, who has started Year 7 at 
MGSC in 2008, so I guess I should continue the 
tradition. 

Personally, I am involved in local amateur 
theatre, tutoring and I take an active interest in 
my sons’  sport, in particular cricket and football.  
I am a house-husband, so other interests include 
supermarket shopping, cooking, vacuuming, 
washing, chauffeuring my children, etc., etc.”  

Duane Tonkin – Duane has been living in the 
Mentone/Beaumaris area for the past six years, 
with two daughters currently attending MGSC in 
Year’s 10 and 12.  He has a passionate interest in 
the College’s activities and ongoing outstanding 
reputation. 

Duane is a successful entrepreneur, owning and 
managing a national recruitment, training and 
consultancy organisation with the Occupational 
Health and Safety/Allied Health sectors. 

Duane’s personal interests include: boating, 
fishing, water sports, reading and fitness. 

 

 

 

The College is again selling 
Entertainment Books during 
2008. Books sell for $65 
each and contain thousands 
of dollars worth of specials 
and discount offers for Fine 
Dining Restaurants, Cafes, 
Informal Dining and Take Away Food. There 
are also offers for Arts, Leisure and Sporting 
Attractions including cinemas, theatre and 
tourist attractions such as the Melbourne 
Aquarium. $13 from every book sold is returned 
to the College to support our fundraising efforts. 
Entertainment Books are available for purchase 
from the General Office. 

Simon Frazer 
Assistant Principal 

 

It’ s hard to believe it’ s already Term 2! Whilst 
the 2-week ‘study break’  wasn’ t exactly a 
relaxing time off for the Year 12’s, I hope the 
other year levels had a wonderful holiday and 
Easter. Now that we’re back into the swing of 
things, we can use Term 2 to help judge our 
progress.  It’ s good to reflect on what has been 
working well so far, and areas that could use 
improvement.  Then we have three more terms to 
apply those skills. 

This term we have House Athletics, Cross 
Country and Music. The Production cast is being 
finalised, and although I have no musical or 
theatrical talent, I’m still very excited for those 
involved. They will be busy rehearsing in the 
coming weeks. Even if you’ re not involved, 
make sure you go along to see it later next term!  

Over in the VCE Centre, we have Year 12’s 
refining ‘hoodie’  designs, formal themes are 
being suggested, and a whole lot of studying is 
going on, in preparation for mid-year exams - it’ s 
scary to think how close they are. 

On other notes, my sister is constantly telling me 
how many sleeps there are until her Central 
Australia trip, so I expect most Year 9’s are 
feeling just as excited about their camps! And I 
hope 7C isn’ t still boasting about their winning 
Fancy Dress routine (which the whole College 
will hopefully get to enjoy at our next assembly). 
Well done to all the Year 7’s for the hard work 
they put into learning their dances. They were all 
fabulous!! 

Keep up the hard work everyone, only 11 more 
weeks until next holidays!  

Lauren Geschke 
College Captain 

 

Holiday Invitation 

Would you like to share next term’s family 
holiday with Jasmine Ngcobo, our Soweto 
exchange student?  If you are able to enrich 
Jasmine’s stay with us by inviting her to join 
your family on holiday for one or two weeks 
over the next holiday break, it would be much 
appreciated.  Please contact Judy Lielnors on 
9581 5220 if you can help out.  Thank you to the 
Ivey family, who hosted Jasmine in Term 1 and 
to the Bashfield family who are currently 
hosting. 

 



Uniform 

Students and parents are reminded that either 
summer or winter uniform may be worn during 
April and May.  All students are to wear full 
winter uniform by Monday June 2nd.   Blazers are 
to be worn to and from school each day as the 
outer garment.  Students wearing winter uniform 
must wear their blazer to and from school.  
Students are also required to wear their blazer to 
each College assembly. 

Judy Lielnors 
Acting Assistant Principal 

 

During the year, Year 11 will have a series of 
presentations aimed to enrich, inform and 
motivate.  Last Monday, the highly regarded 
Brainstorm Production Company presented their 
program “Wired” . The activity used role play 
and discussion to highlight issues relating to 
stress, anxiety and depression and was very well 
received by the girls. We take this opportunity to 
reinforce to you that if you have any concerns 
regarding your daughter’s well-being to please 
contact us.  Thank you to Ms Christopoulos and 
Ms Selir for organising the event. 

On Tuesday of the last week of Term 1, one of 
the highlights on the College calendar was held, 
the Year 7 & 12 Fancy Dress. The night was 
bright and lively with the theme of ‘The Movies’ . 
This is such a wonderful opportunity for our new 
Year 7s to forge a relationship with our senior 
girls as they work closely together training for 
the big Dance-off between the forms. Well done 
to all our Year 12 dance leaders, and the 
organising VCE Committee, we are very proud 
of you. Congratulations 7C and thank you 
especially to Mrs Steinfort for her organisation 
and enthusiastic support of the Fancy Dress! 

SACs are well underway at 
the moment, as are 
assessment tasks at Year 
11. Most students will 
have completed at least 
one task by this time.  
Sometimes this can be 
a nervous time for girls 
as they experience the 
first tasks that contribute 
directly to their final study and therefore ENTER 
score. Whilst it is important that girls do as well 
as they can, it is worthwhile remembering that 
results will help the girls reflect constructively on 
the way they go about their work to look for 
improvements as the year progresses. If your 
daughter is away from a SAC, it is essential 

correct procedure is followed as per the letter 
sent home earlier this year. Please make sure you 
are aware of the Rescheduled SAC policy to 
avoid any disappointment. 

Interim reports are now available and we hope 
you are able to attend Parent/Teacher Interviews 
with your daughter. These interviews are held at 
a time of the year when the pattern of progress 
can be realistically assessed by your daughter’s 
teachers and any problems can be identified in a 
timely way. Constructive support and 
management, if required, can have a significant 
impact at this time of the year. 

Senior School Team 

Business Management – Market Day 

In the last week of Term 1, VCE Business 
Management students showcased their newly 
developed, ‘small business© skills by facilitating 
the running of what turned out to be a smooth 
and successful ‘Market Day’ . As part of their 
course, Unit 1 Business Management students 
were required to plan and operate a small 
business at school. Students were to produce a 
‘business plan’  which involved making a number 
of calculated business decisions with regards to 
marketing, financing and developing their 
product/service. 

The warm sunshine created the perfect market 
atmosphere where all business students were able 
to sell their wares to fellow students and teachers 
in a fun and vibrant environment. A wide range 
of goods was available for purchase such as hot 
pizzas, doughnuts, muffins, lollies, chocolates, 
nachos, BBQ sausages, snow cones, spiders, 
crepes and pancakes.  

The ‘stand out’  businesses of the day were Snow 
Cones, Chiller, Nifty Nachos and Cookie & 
Muffin Jar. These groups deserve a special 
mention for both outstanding financial 
performance and efficiency in meeting customer 
demands. Congratulations to all business 
students for their fantastic efforts and 
professionalism on the day. The businesses 
collectively raised $1100 in profit which will be 
donated to a charity chosen by the students. I 
would also like to thank all the staff members 
who offered their valuable time and energy, your 
assistance was greatly appreciated! 

Denise Chan 

 

 

 



 

Homework Haven 

Parents are reminded that our Homework Haven 
has commenced. The Haven is conducted every 
Tuesday after school until 4.30pm in the 
Reflective Learning Centre. This is an 
opportunity for students to complete work in a 
supportive environment.  VCE leaders manage 
the Haven as peer tutors and it is supervised by a 
Middle School Co-ordinator. 

Please encourage your daughter to attend, as this 
is an ideal opportunity to complete or catch up on 
school work.  It is especially useful for students 
whose teachers have indicated on reports that 
they should complete work more punctually or 
more thoughtfully. 

Refreshments are provided and your daughter 
will be made most welcome. 

This year we have made the Homework Haven 
available for Year 9 and Year 10 students at the 
College. 

Keys Please 

It was extremely encouraging 
to see so many parents and 
Year 10 students attend the 
‘Keys Please’  evening on 
Tuesday.  This valuable program continues to 
provide young drivers with information about 
safe driving and strategies to use on the road, 
and, consequently, is an annual event on the 
Middle School calendar. Many thanks to Mr 
Warden for initiating the session and to Ms 
McCutcheon and Mrs Hutchins for overseeing 
the evening.  There are still a few VW stress 
balls available in the Middle School office for 
any attendees who did not receive one. 

Parent/Teacher/Student interviews 

Parent/Teacher/Student interviews take place 
next Wednesday 23rd April. By now your 
daughters will have an appointment sheet which 
they will need in order to book interviews with 
their teachers.  The students are not required at 
school on the day, but they are expected to 
accompany their parent(s) to the interviews in 
order to receive maximum feedback.  Please try 
to see as many teachers as you can, keeping in 
mind that the interviews are only 5 minutes long.  
They are a chance to ‘connect’  with teachers and 
any follow up can be negotiated at a later date.  It 
is also a good idea to bring the mid semester 
report with you in order to focus on specific 
areas. The repor ts were distr ibuted to the 
students yesterday.  

Camp update 

Thanks to all those who attended the Camp 
Information evening last night.  We hope these 
sessions provided you with all the relevant 
information needed for successful camps in week 
4.  Our camp program is a highlight on the Year 
9 calendar and we trust that our students will 
make the most of the experiences and 
opportunities offered to them.  As with all 
College events, we are confident that the students 
will behave in an appropriate manner and respect 
those around them.  Such valuable life 
experiences would not be possible without the 
support of the parents and the staff. We trust all 
campers have a wonderful time and return safely. 

Work Exper ience 

There are still a large number of Year 10 students 
who have not completed and returned the 
compulsory paper work required before 
commencing work experience.  It is essential that 
this is completed as soon as possible, particularly 
as the due date was at the end of last term.  
Please see Mr Thomson if you have any issues 
regarding your placement. 

Middle School Team 

 

The Athletics Day was yet another successful 
fundraiser for the SRC! Everyone looked great in 
their house colours and participated 
enthusiastically in many events! The SRC sold 
many yummy treats and did some fantastic face 
painting too!  All the proceeds made by the SRC 
will be donated to ©Beyond Blue,© a charity that 
helps people who are struggling with depression, 
anxiety and bipolar disorder.  Thank you to the 
SRC team who helped out and the teachers for 
organising the day!  

Sarah Struthers 
SRC Executive Officer 

 

Careers at the Zoo (for  Years 9-12 students) 

Werribee Open Range Zoo, K Road, Werribee 
July 3rd, 4th, 10th, 11th, 24th or 25th 

This is an ideal opportunity for students 
considering pursuing a career with animals 
and/or wildlife conservation. Spaces are limited. 
Further information and registration forms are 
available in the Careers Room.  Prior to sending 
your registration, please phone Jeanette Goonan 
at Werribee Open Range Zoo for availability on 
9731 9613. 
 



Careers In Spor ts Medicine Seminar  

A careers evening will be held by Olympic Park 
Sports Medicine Centre at the Lexus Centre, 
Corner of Batman Ave and Olympic Blvd 
(formerly Swan St) Melbourne on Friday May 
2nd at 7.30pm – 9pm (registration is from 
6.45pm).  Admission is $20 per student (no 
charge for an accompanying parent). The 
program will be made up of talks by practitioners 
from each discipline, i.e. nutrition, psychology, 
sports medicine, physiotherapy, massage therapy 
and podiatry.  This will then be followed by 
question time and handouts.  Enquiries/ 
Bookings: ring Chloe Zent on 1300 859 8876 or 
email her at chloe.zent@opsmc.com.au  Further 
details and the booking forms are available from 
the Careers Room.  

Mobil Aviation Flying Scholarships 

Applications are now being sought from 
Australians aged between 17 and 25 for three 
flying training scholarships offered jointly by the 
RAAF Association and the Royal Victorian Aero 
Club. The scholarships, now in their 10th year, 
are sponsored predominantly by Mobil Aviation 
with support from the RAAF Association, the 
Royal Victorian Aero Club and the 460 Bomber 
Squadron Trust.  The scholarships take the 
successful candidates through to the GFPT stage 
of the Private Pilots Licence and are valued at 
approximately $6,500 each. They are an ideal 
entry point for those seeking either a long term 
career or simply a recreational involvement in 
aviation.  All the terms and conditions are 
outlined in the application form which is 
available over the Club©s counters at either 
Moorabbin Airport or Coldstream Airfield.  
Applications close Friday 1st August 2008. 
Further information can be obtained on  
9580 0088 or www.flyingtraining.com.au 

Greg Feben 
Student Pathways 

 

Law Week Poster  
Competition 
Each year the Victoria Law 
Foundation and Melbourne 
Magistrates Court run a 
competition for students to 
design their official poster 
promoting law week (12-18th 
May).  The competition is open to all secondary 
school students in Victoria.  This year the theme 
for the poster was ‘ reaching out’ . 
Congratulations to Rebecca Pitts who placed 2nd. 
Her poster will be displayed in the Magistrates 
Court during law week. 
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Music dates for Term 2 
Tues May 6  VCE recital 
Thurs May 8  Open Night Concert Band 

performance and open 
rehearsal for 

 Wizard of Oz 
Wed 14 May  House Music Competition 
Thurs 22 May Vocal Evening 
Thurs 5 June  Year 7 Band Evening 
Thurs 26 June MSO second concert 

The Music Department would like to thank two 
generous people for donating instruments: Mrs 
Pauline Wiles for her donation of a keyboard to 
the new Music Centre and Mrs Meredith 
Hutchins for her donation of a flute to the 
Instrumental Program. 

Judy Firestone 
Acting Director of Music 
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Friday 18th  Year 9 OED Sailing 1.30-3.00pm 
Year 8 English Incursion  Lecture Theatre Period 4 
Year 9EFG&H Shrine visit  

Monday 21st  Staff  Conference - No students required on this day 
Tuesday 22nd  College Council  7.30pm  
Wednesday 23rd  Parent Teacher  Interviews - no classes, students required to attend 

interview appointment sessions. Afternoon 1:00pm – 4:55pm 
     Evening 6:00pm – 8.25pm 

Thursday 24th  College Assembly 
Fr iday 25th ANZAC DAY 
Monday 28th –Friday May 2nd   

Year 9 Camp Week 
Tuesday 29th  Year 12 Visual Communication Excursion 

State Swimming Competition 
Production Musical Rehearsal 3.30-5.00pm  

Wednesday 30th Year 10 Drama Production  7.30pm 
May 
Thursday May 1st  

 
Peer Support P3 
Year 10 Drama Production  7.30pm 
Debating 3.30-4.30pm 

Saturday 3rd Working Bee 8.00am-1.00pm 
Saturday 3rd-Sunday 4th Aerobics Competitions 
Tuesday 6th  Production Musical Rehearsal 3.30-5.00pm 

VCE Music Recital Night  
Wednesday 7th Level Assembly 

Melbourne University Maths Competition 
Thursday 8th  Open Night – Ear ly dismissal 2.15pm 
Friday 9th  House Music meeting 1st half period 3 
Tuesday 13th  Open Afternoon 2.10- 3.20pm 

National Testing-Language Conventions and Writing Years 7&9 
PFA 7.30pm 

Wednesday 14th  National Testing-Reading Years 7&9 
House Music - Dress Rehearsal p4 
  - Competition 7.30pm  (Performers 7.00pm)  

Thursday 15th  National Testing-Numeracy Years 7&9 
Open Afternoon 2.10-3.20pm 
State Senior Volleyball 
Year 11 Theatre Studies Production 

Friday 16th  Immunisations years 7, 9& 10 
Year 12 Exam Preparation Session 
Year 11 Theatre Studies Production 

Monday 19th Inter-House Cross Country 
State Senior Tennis 

Tuesday 20th Year 10 OED Kayaking P3 and lunchtime 
Production Musical Rehearsal 3.30-5.00pm 
College Council 7.30pm 

Wednesday 21st Debating 7.00pm 
Vocal Night 7.30pm 

Thursday 22nd State Intermediate Volleyball 
Friday 23rd Year 9 OED Sailing 10.30-12.30 

State Tennis 
Year 11 PE Cheltenham PS P1 & 3 
Gat Familiarisation P4 

 
 



 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE: 
Change of Date 



 


