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Dear Parents, 
 
The Year 9 camps are underway this week, going 
to Central Australia, Tasmania, Bogong and 
Melbourne City.  Thank you to Mrs Meredith 
Hutchins for all her work in ensuring that the 
process for accepting students on each camp was 
a fair and equitable one, and thank you also to 
her team for developing an educational 
experience in Melbourne, under difficult 
circumstances. 

Some students were disappointed that they did 
not get their preferred camp, but I believe most 
of them have now shown their resilience and 
ability to deal with disappointment and 
approached the situation in a positive way.  
Thank you to all those girls and their parents for 
demonstrating support for the College, and a 
really big thank you to all the staff who gave up 
their time to go on the camps. 

On Saturday May 3rd, we will be having a 
working bee under the guidance of Mrs Louise 
Rieniets.  If you can help for an hour between 
9am and 1pm, we would welcome hearing from 
you. 

Our Open Night this year is on Thursday May 
8th, and I invite all parents to come to the College 
and take the opportunity to see the new Music 
Centre and the rest of the College in action.  All 
the learning areas will have displays and 
activities for your information, and your daughter 
may be involved, so come along and offer your 
support. 

Now that the term has settled down, and the 
weather is cooling, I ask parents to support the 
College in ensuring our girls wear their blazer, 
both to school from home and from school to 
home.  Many girls have been a little careless in 
remembering to wear their blazer and we will be 
focussing on this from now on. 

 

 

Deborah M Lehner 
Principal 

Working Bee 
THIS Saturday 3rd May 
between 8am – 1pm 
Thanks to the families who 
have already replied to the 
notice that was sent home with 
your daughter outlining the details of our 
working bee scheduled for this Saturday 3rd 
May, from 8am onwards.  A focus of this 
working bee will be general garden maintenance 
and completing the landscaping around the new 
Music centre. Even an hour of your time would 
be very much appreciated. Morning tea and 
lunch will be provided.  Please phone Louise 
Rieniets on 9581 5226 or  
email: rieniets.louise.m@edumail.vic.gov.au if 
you are able to help. 

Louise Rieniets 
Environment Co-ordinator 

 
Second-hand Uniform Shop 

We currently have available many good quality 
second-hand blazers – Sizes 12 to 19. 

 
Savings of 50% or more 

 
Opening times are: 

Mon 1:15pm – 2:15pm 
Tues 2:45pm – 3:45pm 
Wed 8:30am – 9: 30am 

 
 

Open Night 2008 
 

Thursday 8th May 7-9pm 
 

Open Afternoons 
 

Tues 13th & Thurs 15th May 
2:10pm – 3:20pm 

 



 
Last week at our College assembly, we took a 
minute’s silence to remember and give thanks to 
those young Australians that lost their lives 
carving out the Anzac legend. On the 25th April 
1915, Australia and New Zealand Army Corps 
landed on the Gallipoli Peninsula. The plan was 
to capture the peninsula in order to open the way 
to the Black Sea for the allied navies. However, 
what had been planned as a bold strike to knock 
Turkey out of the war, quickly became a 
stalemate when our soldiers met the fierce 
resistance from the Turkish defenders. The 
campaign lasted eight months and saw some 
25,000 Australian casualties. 

Although the Gallipoli Campaign failed in its 
military objectives, the Australian and New 
Zealand actions created a legend – the notion of 
the Anzac spirit - “The tradition of courage, 
determination and mateship.”  It is important to 
remember that Anzac Day is also a time that we 
reflect on the different meanings of war, and 
remember all the Australians that have been 
killed in military operations following WWI.  

For me, I particularly thought about my 
grandfather, who was a prisoner of war during 
World War II.  I cannot even begin to imagine 
what that must have been like. All I know is how 
grateful we should be for people like him who 
served for our country.  These people ensured 
that we live safely in a country free of corruption 
and conflict - in a country where education is not 
seen as a privilege and women have equal rights.  
We are truly lucky, and I know that at MGSC, 
students do make the most of their learning 
experience and do not take for granted what so 
many others, unfortunately do not have access to.  

Olivia McConchie 
College Vice-Captain 

 
The College is again selling 
Entertainment Books during 2008. 
Books sell for $65 each and 
contain thousands of dollars worth 
of specials and discount offers for 
Fine Dining Restaurants, Cafes, 
Informal Dining and Take Away Food. There are also 
offers for Arts, Leisure and Sporting Attractions 
including cinemas, theatre and tourist attractions such 
as the Melbourne Aquarium. $13 from every book 
sold is returned to the College to support our 
fundraising efforts. Entertainment Books are 
available for purchase from the General Office. 

 

 

 
Open Night – Next Thursday May 8th is the 
College Open Night. Parents and families are 
invited to attend and see displays and students at 
work in all the Learning Domains.  I would also 
like to thank all the students who have 
volunteered to act as guides on the night; they are 
always wonderful ambassadors for the College. 
Dismissal on Thursday will be at 2.15pm to 
allow for the setting up of displays. 

Uniform – A reminder that for April and May 
students will be allowed to wear either full 
summer uniform or full winter uniform. This 
means from Monday 2nd June all students should 
be in full winter uniform. 

Judy Lielnors 
Acting Assistant Principal 

 

This is a busy time of year with many Unit 3 
students running SACs.  Please be aware of the 
rules regarding Rescheduled SACs if your 
daughter becomes ill.  Remember a doctor’s 
certificate is required for the day of the SAC, 
otherwise this SAC will be downgraded by 50%.  
If you have a compelling personal circumstance, 
this must be discussed with the Student Manager, 
before the SAC, to determine if approval for 
rescheduling will be given.   

With a view to the first round of external exams, 
there will be a compulsory Study Skills lecture 
for Year 12s during period 4 on Friday 16th May. 
There is also a large amount of information in the 
Senior School office relating to revision lecture 
series should your daughter be interested.  

This is a most important time for girls to reflect 
on the way they are going about their studies and 
to learn effective study methods prior to the mid-
year exams which, for Year 12s, start on June 
11th. 

Planning for the VCE Ball on Thursday 10th July 
is underway. The VCE Committee is currently 
deciding on the theme and will shortly be calling 
for ticket designs.  

There have been some wonderful designs 
submitted for the Year 12 hoodie. The girls are 
currently voting on their preference and soon 
they will be asked to put in their orders. 

As the weather turns colder and the girls are 
wearing winter uniform, can we remind you that 
attention needs to be paid to the correctness of 
the complete uniform - scarves and ribbons need 
to be either navy or maroon and tights are to be 
navy blue, not black. The school blazer must 



always be worn to and from school when 
wearing winter uniform. 

Thank you to our College Leaders Lauren 
Geschke, Olivia McConchie, Jess Pearce and 
Louise Nelson who so ably represented the 
College, introducing guest speakers at our recent 
Learning to Learn Conference at Cheltenham 
Secondary College. 

Senior School Team 

 
Year  9 Camps 

Starting with the first departure at 6am Saturday, 
all our Year 9 camps are well underway. Staff 
and students were all excited as their particular 
camp group waved goodbye to Mentone Girls’  
Secondary College and began its journey to 
Central Australia, Tasmania or Bogong. Monday 
also saw students involved in the Melbourne 
Camp start a week of excellent activities both at 
the College and in the wider community.  These 
students are gaining an outstanding insight into 
our city in areas they may not have ventured into 
otherwise. Like all camps, we want the students 
to gain knowledge beyond the classroom, have 
fun and make new friends.  

Parent/Teacher/Student interviews 

It was encouraging to see so many Middle 
School students and their parents at these 
important interviews. At this stage of the 
semester, feedback is particularly important, as it 
allows our students to focus on the necessary 
areas for improvement and further develop the 
established ones.  Mid year  examinations begin 
in week 9, Monday 2nd June.  Details will be 
given closer to this date.  

Homework Haven 

If you arrive home after 
school and cannot find 
the inclination to start 
homework, then Homework 
Haven is for you.  What better way to complete 
homework and keep up-to-date with assignments 
than in a warm, cosy Learning Centre, with Milo 
and biscuits available -  not to mention assistance 
from senior students and use of computers. Why 
not make the most of this time and join us each 
Tuesday from 3.30pm -4.30pm. Remember, 
Homework Haven is open to all Middle School 
students. 

Middle School Team 

 

 
Become a Foster Carer- OZ CHILD 
You and your family can experience the reward 
of sharing your lives with a child in need. 
Fostering is one of the most rewarding careers, 
where joy is the payment. Full training, hourly 
support and reimbursements are provided. For 
any queries phone; 9212 3900 
Relevant screening, police and working with 
children checks will be conducted. 
OZ CHILD- Every child deserves the chance to 
shine!  

Year  10 Association of Victor ian Gir ls Schools 
Conference 
Congratulations to Louise Maplestone and 
Megan Kruse who have been selected to attend 
the planning meeting for the Year 10 Association 
of the Victorian Girls Schools Conference. These 
girls are part of a committee representing eight 
Victorian State Girls’  Colleges. The committee is 
planning a leadership conference to be held in 
August in which over 100 Year 10 students will 
participate.  
Student Representatives. 
Thanks to the following students for representing 
the student body on the School Council, 
Curriculum and Resources Committees;  

·  Jessie Pearce 
·  Lauren Geschke 
·  Louise Nelson 
·  Olivia McConchie 
·  Emily McDermott 
·  Brianna Reynolds 
·  Amanda Aridi 
·  Tayla Waddington 

If any student would like their “VOICE 
HEARD” on any of these meetings, please see 
your SRC representative or Mrs Liakos today! 
“ We must become the change we want to see”  – 
Mahatma Gandhi. 
Year  8 Leaders Activity Day 
The following Year 8 student leaders have been 
selected to attend a Leadership Seminar on 
Wednesday 21st May at Pascoe Vale Girls’  
College.  

·  Chloe Wright 
·  Amanda Zhu 
·  Narida Ear 
·  Karthika Narendra 
·  Alaina Reynolds 
·  Holly Treverton 
·  Lucy Kenny 
·  Taslyn Govender 
·  Imogen McLean 
·  Isabelle Kiss 



Chess Club- Come join the fun!  

Every Tuesday lunchtime in A5 
and every Thursday lunchtime at 
the Giant Chess Set in the canteen 
quadrangle. See Miss Watkins in 
Staffroom B for more details.  

Mrs Leah Liakos 
Student Leadership Coordinator 

 

Australian Business Week 

Kate Dickson reflects on her week spent at 
Deakin University during the Term One 
Holidays 

“ Recently, I was awarded a $2000 bursary to 
attend Australian Business Week, held at Deakin 
University in Geelong during the first week of the 
Easter holidays. This year’s ABW assembled 60 
students from a range of schools around Victoria 
who were selected based on their interests in the 
business world.  

After the long drive to Geelong, I arrived at the 
management centre where I stayed for the 
duration of the program to find 59 other VCE 
students feeling just as scared and anxious as 
myself, not knowing what to expect, let alone not 
knowing anybody! Wasting no time at all, we 
were put into 6 teams of 10 - five girls and five 
boys. I was in the “ Green Team”  which required 
a green t-shirt to be worn frequently.  By the end 
of the week, I am quite pleased to say that I 
developed significant relationships with every 
one of my team members, along with the two 
mentors, who were assigned for the week. Each 
team was allocated a particular boardroom  
where we spent the majority of our time.  

Throughout the week, we participated in various 
team-building activities and outdoor challenges, 
which involved getting up every morning at 
7.00am and doing an hour of physical activity.  
This was definitely a challenge for me. We had 
many keynote speaker,s from QBE Insurance to 
Destra Corporation sharing their life stories and 
the challenges faced when leaving high school 
and developing careers.  This gave me an insight 
into what to expect and the challenges I am 
about to face.  

Each team was presented with challenging tasks 
that demanded team cooperation and 
determination throughout the program. Tasks 
included “ The Business Policy Game” , which 
required constant decision-making for a 
particular business, promotional marketing 
activities, including a trade display and a 
television advertisement of the team’s product – 

“ the t-shirt that never needs washing” .  We also 
presented a mock trial, a formal report and an 
oral presentation. Late nights and early 
mornings were inevitable, but our five-star 
cuisine, service and accommodation 
complemented my overall experience, not 
forgetting our frequent “ coke”  breaks (ABW is 
sponsored by Coca-Cola).  

Even though I sacrificed a week of my holidays 
in an unfamiliar environment, was faced with a 
demanding schedule full of activities, the 
Australian Business Week was one of the best 
experiences I have ever had.  Not only did I make 
lifelong friends, but it really gave me the 
opportunity to stretch beyond my comfort zone 
and push myself to achieve things that I was not 
able to back at school.  I learned and developed 
leadership skills and gained broader knowledge 
of the fundamental aspects of running a business. 
I gained valuable insights and advice from 
business experts (how to “ be a team player” ) 
and also improved my time management. Not 
only this, but I also received a Certificate of 
Participation that recognizes my involvement in 
the program.  There is no doubt this experience 
will help me succeed in the future. I strongly 
recommend anyone who has the chance to 
participate in Australian Business Week to seize 
the opportunity.  Speaking from experience, I 
guarantee they will have the time of their lives. “  
Kate is in Year 12 and is currently studying VCE Accounting and 
Business Management. 

 

Music dates for Term 2 
Tues May 6  VCE recital 
Thurs May 8  Open Night Concert Band 

performance and open 
rehearsal for 

 Wizard of Oz 
Wed 14 May  House Music Competition 
Thurs 22 May Vocal Evening 
Wed 28 May Year 10 concert 
Wed 4 June Year 8 Band Evening 
Thurs 5 June  Year 7 Band Evening 
Thurs 26 June MSO second concert 

Judy Firestone 
Acting Director of Music 

 

Athletics Carnival 
On April 17th Mentone Girls’  Secondary College 
held its annual athletics carnival. The day was 
partly overcast but was punctuated by bursts of 
sunshine. 



There was a general air of excitement as students 
arrived in their designated house colours. A 
purple haze competed with the gaudy shades of 
yellow, some flamboyant green and brazen blues. 
The girls love supporting their houses but 
fashions on the field is an event which has also 
galvanised them into action in this respect. The 
teachers seemed to get into the spirit of dressing 
perhaps more than in previous years and sported 
various shades of the houses they are affiliated 
with. Mrs Gayle Steinfort was again resplendent 
in an anachronistic arrangement of mauve and 
lilac which defied fashion convention. Mrs Petra 
Witt again proudly displayed her allegiance to 
Jackson with many green accessories. 

The trials were conducted prior to the main 
events and it was heartening to see the number of 
students trying out to help their respective houses 
on their path to glory. Later when the students 
ran for points, the spectators were treated to 
some excellent performances with smooth, pacy 
runners such as Vivienne Law and Ashleigh 
Whittaker burning up the track as they sprinted 
away from their valiant rivals. Nicola Deacon of 
Year 7 broke several long standing records, 
showing talent that will uphold Mentone’s 
excellent sporting tradition in future years. 

Students’  nostrils were assailed by the scent of 
sizzling sausages as the VCE girls barbecued 
their way to raising funds for future school 
events.  Others cheerfully sold and purchased 
chocolate nougat for a worthy cause.  

Some availed themselves of the face painting on 
offer, in a bid to lay claim to the most parochial 
of team fans.  Ms Jessica Flamank oversaw this, 
while Mrs Georgia Smith was busy taking happy 
snaps all day so that the College magazine and 
website can record the enthusiasm, commitment 
and brilliant colour so characteristic of this 
important day in the College calendar. 

Mr David Shillabeer and Mr Luke de Munk must 
be commended for their excellent planning and 
organisation, thus ensuring the day ran smoothly. 

Congratulations to the individual champions on 
the day: 

Under 13  Nicola Deacon 
Under 14 Sophie Paul 
Under 15 Teagan Dixon 
Under 16 Rebecca Deacon 
Under 17 Maddie Lee Gow 
Under 21 Holly Colbert 
Congratulations to Melba House who were the 
overall winners on the day.  

Anne Gamble 
 

Sailing 

The Mentone Girls SC Sailing Team after several 
elimination regattas, qualified for the State All 
Schools Sailing Championships. 

The State Finals were held over 2 days, on 19th 
and 20th April at the Docklands. 

Team members in the photo order are: Stephanie 
Strong, Jess Strong, Brooke Plymin, Nicky 
Petzke, Amy Kivell and Grace Charles. 

Under the expert coaching of Phillip Strong, the 
girls came a very commendable 5th in the State, 
beating some large Public and Private Schools. 

Congratulations to our girls on their excellent 
performance. 

 

Job Guides for  all Year  10 Students 

All Year 10 students will be receiving a copy of 
the 2008 Job Guide at their next Year Level 
Assembly on Wednesday May 7.  This 
publication is a very valuable resource for career 
exploration and information and should be 
retained for the next few years for future 
reference.  Apart from descriptions and 
requirements for an array of occupations, the Job 
Guide also has a number of very useful (but often 
overlooked) chapters at the start which look at 
career decision making, job hunting skills (useful 
when looking for casual or full time 
employment), and sources of help for transitions 
through study and work.  There is also a parent 
guide inside each book.  Parents are 
encouraged to look at this.  Any Year 10 girls 
who miss the assembly and do not receive their 
copy should see me in the Careers Room. 

Adver tising and Public Relations Careers 
Days - Are these industr ies r ight for  you? 

RMIT is conducting these two popular events 
that cover industry trends and degree and TAFE 
study options and provide secondary students 
with valuable insights into the day-to-day roles 
of a Marketing career and a PR career.  
Information about the events and a registration 
form for the Advertising Careers Day (23 
August) and Public Relations Careers Day (6 
September) can be downloaded from: 
http://www.rmit.edu.au/bus/events/careers/ad or 
http://www.rmit.edu.au/bus/events/careers/pr 

Mobil Aviation Flying Training Scholarships 

The Victorian Division of the Royal Australian 
Air Force Association, Mobil, the Royal 
Victorian Aero Club and the 460 Bomber 
Squadron Trust are jointly encouraging 



Australians between the ages of 17 and 25 to take 
up careers or long term recreational participation 
in aviation.  The scholarships are designed to 
take the winning candidates through to the 
General Flying Progress Test stage of the Private 
Pilots Licence – valued at about $6500.  
Application forms need to be returned by August 
1.  Further information is available from the 
Royal Victorian Aero Club on 9580 0088 or visit 
www.flyingtraining.com.au .  

Young Eagles Program 

The Royal Victorian Aero Club runs a monthly 
‘Young Eagles Victoria’  program at Moorabbin 
Airport. It aims to introduce and encourage those 
aged 12-17 to join the world of aviation and to 
learn about the career possibilities. Find out 
about topics like aerodynamics and pilot training, 
and participate in an airborne experience with 
one of the Club’s pilot members. The aim of the 
program is to introduce young people to the 
excitement of aviation. More information is 
available at www.rvac.com.au.  

UMAT Reminder  For Year  12’s 

Information booklets about the Undergraduate 
Medicine and Health Sciences Admission Test 
(UMAT) are now available from the UMAT 
office at ACER at www.umat.acer.edu.au and 
also in the Careers Room.  Registrations to sit the 
test close on June 6 and the test is on Wednesday 
July 30.  This test must be sat by Year 12 
students applying to study Medicine, Dental 
Science, Physiotherapy, Oral Health and 
Optometry at the University of Melbourne, 
and Medicine, Pharmacy, 
Pharmacy/Commerce and Physiotherapy at 
Monash University (plus similar  courses at 
interstate universities).  Applicants who do not 
complete the UMAT will NOT be considered, 
regardless of their ENTER. 

Greg Feben 
Student Pathways 
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headspace Southern Melbourne: a  new 
menta l hea lth and  support servic e for young 
peop le (12 – 25yo) a t two loc a tions 
 
St Kilda - Ground  Floor, 332 Carlisle St, 
Ba lac lava   
 
Peterson Youth Centre, Corner Peterson 
Street and  Highett Road , Highett 
 
If you a re c onc erned  about your teenager’ s 
genera l hea lth, menta l hea lth, or d rug  and  
a lc ohol use, headspace Southern Melbourne 
c an help . We offer a  range of psyc holog ic a l, 
hea lth and  support servic es. Call the intake 
worker on 9526 1600 or visit our website 
www.headspac e.org .a u/ southernmelbourne 
  
Bulk-b illing  or sma ll fee dependent on 
c irc umstanc es. 
 



 
 
 
 
May 
Thursday May 1st  

Peer Support P3 
Year 10 Drama Production  7.30pm 
Debating 3.30-4.30pm 
Senior Round Robin 
Year 9 Camps 
Staff Learn 2 Learn PD 3.40-4.30pm 

Friday 2nd  Year 9 City Camp Dinner 
Saturday 3rd Working Bee 8.00am-1.00pm 
Sunday 4th Aerobics Competition 
Tuesday 6th  Production Musical Rehearsal 3.30-5.00pm 

VCE Music Recital Night  
Wednesday 7th Level Assembly 

Melbourne University Maths Competition 
Thursday 8th  Open Night – Ear ly dismissal 2.15pm 

Southern Zone Year 7&8Volleyball 
Southern fm Radio 7.30-9.00am 
Production Rehearsal at Open Night 

Friday 9th  House Music meeting 1st half period 3 
Southern Zone Year 8 tennis Dendy Park 

Monday 12th Year 11 Theatre Studies Bump In 
EO Day Girls football  

Tuesday 13th  Open Afternoon 2.10- 3.20pm 
National Testing-Language Conventions and Writing Years 7&9 
Year 9 Law Matters Guest Speaker P4 
Production Musical Rehearsal 3.30-5.00pm 
Year 11 Theatre Studies Bump In 
PFA 7.30pm 

Wednesday 14th  National Testing-Reading 
House Music -Dress Rehearsal p4 
Competition 7.30pm  (Performers 7.00pm)  

Thursday 15th  National Testing-Numeracy 
Open Afternoon 2.10-3.20pm 
State Senior Volleyball 
Production Musical Rehearsal 3.30-5.00pm 
Year 11 Theatre Studies Production 

Friday 16th  Immunisations years 7, 9& 10 
Year 11 PE Cheltenham PS P1&3 
Year 12 Exam Preparation Session, Period 4  
Year 11 Theatre Studies Production 

Monday 19th Inter-House Cross Country 
State Senior Tennis 

Tuesday 20th Year 10 OED Kayaking P3 and lunchtime 
Production Musical Rehearsal 3.30-5.00pm 
College Council 7.30pm 

Wednesday 21st Intermediate Round Robin 
State Senior Softball 
SRC Conference Planning Day Pascoe Vale GSC 
Debating 7.00pm 
Vocal Night 7.30pm 

Thursday 22nd State Intermediate Volleyball 
Staff Learn 2 Learn PD 3.40-4.30pm 

Friday 23rd Year 9 OED Sailing 10.30-12.30 
State Tennis 
Year 11 PE Cheltenham PS P1 & 3 
Gat Familiarisation P4 

 
 



 

PLEASE NOTE: 
Change of Date 


