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Dear Parents, 
 
Semester  One Reports 

Semester One Reports will be distributed on the 
last day of this term, Friday 27th June. This will 
provide the opportunity, during the term break, 
for each student and her parents/guardians to 
reflect on progress made over the first half of the 
year and to consider what strategies might be put 
in place to ensure continuing improvement in 
Semester Two. 

The VELS framework, the basis for our 
curriculum in Years 7 – 10, places a strong 
emphasis on personal learning.  Consistent with 
this, our students have completed a Personal 
Learning Plan which will be included in the 
reports for the first time.  This document was 
developed with the assistance of form teachers.  
It has enabled the students to develop a set of 
individual goals and to reflect on the progress 
made towards the achievement of these goals 
during the semester.  As we move into Semester 
Two, the reflective process will continue as the 
girls develop a new set of goals. 

I hope that the discussions that you have with 
your daughter, around both the Personal 
Learning Plan, as well as the feedback provided 
in the individual subject reports, are vigorous and 
constructive.  As we frequently repeat, our aim 
as a College is to produce independent young 
women who will make a productive contribution 
to their community, and to achieve this aim each 
girl must accept ultimate responsibility for her 
own learning.  Deep reflection on her individual 
learning strengths and weaknesses, together with 
appropriate goal setting, is central to this.  

 

 

 

Jan Tallarida 
Assistant Principal 

 
 
 

 
The Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA) is provided 
to assist eligible families with the costs associated with the 
education of their children.  To be eligible for receipt of the 
EMA you must: 

·  be either a parent or guardian of a primary or 
secondary school student up to the age of sixteen; 
and 

·  be an eligible beneficiary of a Centrelink pension, 
allowance or benefit within the meaning of the State 
Concessions Act 1986 or  be a Veterans Affairs 
(TPI) pensioner or  be a foster parent. 

The eligibility cr iter ia must be met as at the first day of 
Term 1 (29th January 2008) and Term 3 (14th July 2008).  

The EMA application must be submitted to the school by 
29thFebruary 2008 for the first payment and 1st August 
2008 for the second payment. 

The EMA provides an annual amount that is paid in two 
instalments. 

Parents with continuing eligibility, who are paid the first 
instalment of 2008 through this school will not be required 
to complete a new application for the second instalment.  
Parents who transfer children to another school after 29th 
February 2008 and prior to 1st August 2008, must reapply at 
the new school for the second instalment.  

Application forms are available from the school office. 

Any queries please ring Carole Hackwill Student Welfare 
Coordinator on 95815200. 

 

 

With a sigh of relief, all semester one units and 
exams are finished. Unit 3 results will be 
available from the College on August 4th. The 
GAT result will be posted to students at the end 
of the year, at the same time as all the final study 
scores. 

Units 2 and 4 commence next Monday and 
students who have a change of subject will start 
their new Units at this time.  The two weeks 
before the holidays gives the girls a great 
opportunity to get into their new Units. 

Senior School Team 

 

 



 

If you have sensed over the past few weeks that 
the school has been a little more tense than usual, 
you’d be right; exam time has arrived.  

Whilst the Year 7’s and 8’s breathed a sigh of 
relief, the Year 9’s had their first taste of exams 
last week.  It’ s good for them and the Year 10’s 
to get as much preparation as they can before 
they hit VCE.  Unit 1 exams commenced last 
week, and Unit 3 are on Wednesday and 
Thursday this week, with the GAT on Friday for 
all students doing a 3-4 subject.  Exams can be a 
very stressful time, especially if you aren’ t 
prepared.  Its good to set up a timetable and 
study routine, and be organized.  Those who are 
up late, cramming the night before, are not going 
to do as well as those who have worked hard 
gradually revising all semester.  Good luck trying 
to be alert during an exam if you haven’ t had a 
good night’s sleep!  

Another point that often gets left out of the Study 
Tips is keeping a good balance between 
studying, eating, exercise and socializing.  Whilst 
the studying should be taking up the most of 
your time, it’ s also important to take breaks, keep 
up physical activity and maintain a healthy diet.  

My advice is probably coming a bit too late… 
but still something to keep in mind for next 
semester.  

Lauren Geschke 
College Captain 

 

Solar  in Schools 

The College has been accepted into the Solar in 
Schools program run by Sustainability Victoria. 
A 4 kilowatt solar electricity system has recently 
been installed on the roof of the Technology 
building. The system is now operational – using 
energy from the sun to generate clean, green 
electricity. 

This project has been funded partly by the 
College, and with three grants - one from 
Sustainability Victoria, one from the Australian 
Greenhouse Office and through a rebate we will 
receive from selling the renewable energy credits 
the system will generate. 

The system comes with a computer interface that 
will be configured shortly. When operational, 
there will be a publicly available website that 
provides a range of data such as real time reports 
on energy produced by the system. The data is 
available to use as a resource in the teaching 

program and will be included in the Year 8 
Science program. 

I estimate the solar system will reduce the 
College electricity consumption by up to 10%, 
depending on how many sunny days we have, 
but more importantly, the solar panels provide an 
important symbolic message to the College 
community about how we use our resources. 

Simon Frazer 
Assistant Principal 

Spor ting Success 

Congratulations to Candela Ferreyra 
Bas of Year 7. She has just been 
selected in the Under 13 State 
Soccer Team. The team will be 
competing in Sydney during the July 
School Holidays. Terrific effort 
Candela - we’ ll all look forward to 
hearing about the competition when you return.  

Congratulations also to the Junior Aerobics 
Team who won the State finals on Saturday 31st 
May.  This is only the second time Mentone has 
successfully qualified for the National School 
Aerobics Championships.  The competition will 
be held in August and the proposed venue is 
Melbourne.  The girls in the team, Maddie 
Christo, Danielle de Koster-Hill, Teagan Dixon, 
Meg Durham, Sophie Gosch, Isabelle Kiss, 
Hayley Jones, Tayla Tobin, Alyse Treloar and 
Taylor van Oorschot have all been training very 
hard, even having two sessions a week at 
7.30am.  It is fantastic to see their efforts 
combined with the expertise and support they 
have been given by teachers Kate Graham and 
Emma Holman lead to such an outstanding 
success.  Good luck for the National Titles girls! 

Judy Lielnors 
Acting Assistant Principal 

 

Exper ience Monash University 

The ‘Experience Monash’  program is a 
tremendous opportunity to find out more about 
Monash University.  Aimed at Years 10-12 
students, it will help you to understand why 
Monash is ranked as one of the top universities in 
Australia and Asia. The program aims to 
introduce you to the study opportunities and 
experiences available at the Clayton and 
Caulfield campuses. When: Monday 7 July. 
Parents are also welcome to come and find out 
how they can support their son or daughter as 
they consider their future options. Covers: 
course information sessions, application process, 
fees, entry requirements, accommodation, 



support services and facilities. There are a range 
of workshops run by current students and staff 
about the different courses offered at Monash.  
The program (and bookings) can be accessed at   
http://www.monash.edu/study/events/experience/clayton.html 

Greg Feben 
Student Pathways 

 
Singfest 2008 

This year SingFest was held at Coomoora 
Secondary College in Springvale, with various 
schools coming together to do the same thing, 
sing - sharing a passion that we could all enjoy.   
SingFest is a two-day event which provides an 
opportunity to learn songs and perform them in 
the afternoon of the second day.  
Ten students from Mentone Girls’  Secondary 
College participated, with a total of around two 
hundred students all together.  
The day began with students being separated into 
singing ranges - soprano, alto, tenor and bass. 
We learnt songs as a combined group and then 
were separated into two different groups, 
depending on our experience.  We then had to 
perform a concert at the end of day two.  
Everyone was able to show what they had learnt 
and practised over the past two days. There were 
also some special acts from different schools, 
some in groups and some solo.  
The whole event was a lot of fun, and the 
students who attended would like to thank Ms 
West and Mrs Firestone for the effort they put 
into organizing it. 

Tamara Partridge 9F 

Year  8 Music Concer t 
On Wednesday 4th June, the Year Eight Band 
Forms, 8B and 8F, performed a pre-dinner soiree 
for family and friends. The aim of this evening 
was to showcase the improvement in the 
musicianship of both classes. The night began 
with the joint band playing an upbeat, exciting 
piece called ‘Jus’  Plain Blues’ . This presented an 
encouraging note, boosting the confidence of the 
girls even more. The first group of girls to 
perform was Nikki Hiremath, Rebecca John and 
Shannon Grey with a trumpet trio, ‘Fanfare’ . The 
other group and solo performers on the night 
were:  
Sarah James, Maddie Christo, Narida Ear, Anna 
Chhen, Carrington Ionn, Sarah Parkinson, 
Savannah Shukla, Christine Somphanpanya, Tess 
Wilson, Sophie Paul, Gabi Theron, Mauli 
Govinna, Olivia Bridger, Alexie Farmer, Lisa 
Amoroso, Francesca Zidich, Shannen Brown, 
Tara Siemering, Claudia Fenwick, Sarah Lester, 

Isabelle Kiss, Georgia Feben, Vanessa Stephens, 
Kelly Anderson, Natalie Shaw, Jessica Ivanoff, 
Tegan Combridge, Sibylla Kulkus, Gretel Kelly, 
Tamara Draper, Olivia Curtis, Georgina 
Derham, Anna Howard, Camille Acuna, Eleanor 
Flemming, Ashlea Ketis, Ravina Perera, Carly 
Greiner, Rona Yu and Alzenna Thompson.  
As well as these performances, the Junior String 
Ensemble played ‘Ode to Joy’ , ‘Peasant Cantat’ , 
‘Mozart’s theme’  and the ‘Hallelujah Chorus’ . 
Finally the night concluded with a definite bang, 
when all the girls played a challenging swing 
piece, Instant Swing Concert. The piece was a 
well prepared, well thought out piece to 
showcase the playing ability of all the students.  
They took the challenge and raised the bar of 
playing standards to an all new high. 

Carri Ionn & Tamara Partridge 
Year  7 Music Concer t 
Last Thursday, band forms 7F and 
7B had their first concert. We had 
all been practicing very hard in the 
couple of weeks leading up to the 
evening and it all paid off when we 
finally performed in front of our 
family and friends. We all performed a 
solo or duet as well as two full band pieces 
which were ‘When the Saints Go Marching In’  
and ‘The Might of Hercules’ . There was a variety 
of instruments played including flutes, 
saxophones, guitar and even a euphonium. 
Special thanks to Mrs Firestone, Miss 
Goodbourn, Miss Mason and all of the other 
instrumental teachers. We all had a really fun 
time and can not wait until next semester’s 
concert.  

Amber Swales and Stephanie Duggan 
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Wednesday 11th – Friday 13th  Year 12 Exams 
Thursday 12th  Production – musical rehearsal 3.30-5.00pm 

English Competition 
Friday 13th VCE Units 2 & 4 commence 

GAT exam 
Repor t Wr iting Day-students not required at school 
(except for students sitting GAT Exam) 
Year 11 Theatre Studies Bump In 

Sunday 15th  Production – musical rehearsal 3.30-5.00pm 
Monday 16th Year 7,10 and 11 reports due in 9.00am 
Tuesday 17th Yr 9 OED Mountain Bike Riding Excursion-All day 

Year 7 Sport finals 
Production – rehearsal 3.30-5.00pm 
College Council 7.30pm 

Wednesday 18th  Casual Dress Day SRC 
Year 8 Global Citizens Day  
Year 8,9 and 12 reports due in 9.00am 
Year 7,10 and 11 report verification 
Year 12 Future Leaders Conference-6 girls 
Debating 7.00pm 

Thursday 19th  Year 12 PE Deakin Uni Lunchtime and P4  GF’s class 
Production – musical rehearsal 3.30-5.00pm 
Year 11 Production ‘Medea’   
Year 11 & 12 Art Excursion 
                     “Heide Museum of Modern Art”  

Friday 20th  Year 8 Sport Finals 
Year 12 PE Deakin Uni P3 & Lunchtime PH’s class 
Year 11 Production ‘Medea’  
Repor t ver ification Years 8, 9 and 12 reports - Ear ly 
Finish  1.30pm 

Sunday 22nd Production – rehearsal 10.00am-4.00pm 
Madrigal performing at “Mordi-Gras”  

Monday 23rd Year 11 Legal Studies Excursion- All day 
Year 10 OED  Ice Skating - lunch and period 4 
Year 12 Maths Methods SAC 3.40-4.45pm  

Tuesday 24th College Assembly 
Production – rehearsal 3.30-5.00pm 

Wednesday 25th  Year 7A-D  Taskworks Excursion –all day 
Southern Zone Senior Footy  

Thursday 26th  Year 7E-H  Taskworks Excursion –all day 
Year 11 SRC Conference 
Production – musical rehearsal 3.30-5.00pm 
Melbourne Symphony Concert – evening 

Fr iday 27th LAST DAY TERM 2 - 2.15 finish  - HAPPY 
HOLIDAY 
Repor ts distr ibuted 

 
Monday 14th July Day one Term 3 
Wednesday 16th July Year 9 Outdoor Ed Mountain Bike Riding Excursion – All 

day 
Fr iday 18th July Staff Professinal Development Day- no students 

required at school 
 


